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L—BOARD OF TRADE NOTICES. 
SraTE OF THE SKILLED Lasour Marker. 

The following memorandum has been prepared by the Labour 
Department of the Board of Trade for the “Board of Trade 
Journal,” and also (with additions) for the “ Labour Gazette” :— — 

Most of the principal industries continue active, and the state of 
employment on the whole shows some slight improvement com- 
pared with last month. ; 

In the 109 trade unions, with an aggregate membership of 
425,841, making returns, 13 071 (or 3:1 per cent.) are reported as 
unemployed at the end of July compared with 3°2 per cent. in 
June, and with 5°3 per cent. in the 86 unions, with a membership 
of 391,093, from which returns were received for July 1895. 


Employment in Various Industries.-—Coal Mining.— 
Employment in this industry was better than a year ago, the 
average number of days worked during July at 1,227 pits, 
employing 362,643 workpeople, being 483 days per week, com- 
pared with 4°53 days in July 1895. The proportion of unemployed 
miners in trade unions in Northumberland and, Durham fell to 
1-4 per cent. of the membership at the end of July, compared with 
1°7 per cent. in June and 3°0 per cent. in July 1895. 

Iron Mining—Iron miners continue to be well employed. 
Returns from 129 iron mines and open works, employing 16,491 
workpeople, show that the average number of days worked by the 
miners during July was 5°71 days per week, compared with 
5°61 days in July 1895. The number of workpeople employed 
at these mines is about 4 per cent. more than a ‘year ago. 

In the Pig Iron industry, employment is about the same as in 
the previous month, but considerably better than ayearago. The 
iron-masters making returns had 348 furnaces in blast at the end 
of July, the same number as at the end of June, compared with 
303 in July 1895. The number of workpeople employed at the 
848 furnaces was 22,141, being 43 more than in June, and 2,159 
more than a year ago. 

Employment at Steel Works shows no change compared with 
the previous month, and continues much better than a year ago. 
The number employed at the end of the month at the 121 works 
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included in the returns received was 34,203, compared with 
34,300 in the previous month and 29,285 in July 1895. 

At the 86 Puddling Furnaces and Rolling Mills making returns, 
employment remains unchanged as compared with June but is 
rather better than in July 1895. The numbers employed were, 
17,382 in July, 17,393 in June, and 17,050 in July 1895. 

The improvement in employment in the Tinplate trade has 
been maintained during July. Of the 88 works covered by the 
returns 25 are wholly idle as compared with 26 in June. The 
total number of mills in operation at the end of the month was 
308, compared with 307 in June. 

The Engineering and kindred trades continue well employed, 
the percentage of unemployed union members at the end of July 
being 2°1, compared with 2°0 for June and 5°6 in July 1895. 

Employment in the Shipbuilding trades has slightly improved, 
the percentage of unemployed union members having fallen from 
7°8 in June to 7°5 in July, compared with 12°0 per cent. in July 
1895. 

Generally speaking, the Building trades continue busy, though 
the percentage of unemployed in unions making returns has risen 
from 1°5 in June to 1‘8 in July, the percentage for July 1895 
having been 2°4. 

The Furnishing trades, though still well employed, are scarcely 
so busy, the percentage of unemployed union members at the end 
of July being 2°0 compared with 1:4 per cent. in June and 2:1 
in July 1895. 

The Printing and Bookbinding trades have improved, particu- 
larly the letterpress branch of the former, in both London and 
the Provinces. The percentage of unemployed union members 
was 3°8 at the end of July, compared with 4°8 at the end of June 
and 4:1 in July of last year. 

In the Paper trade the percentage of unemployed union 
members has increased from 3°3 in June to 5'1 in July, due, 
however, largely to temporary stoppages usual at this season. 

Employment in the Glass trade has improved, the percentage 
of unemployed union members having fallen from 14°4 in June to 

11°8 in July. 

The Leather trades are not so well employed, the percentage 
of union members unemployed being 4°9, compared with 3:2 at 
the end of June and 3:1 in July 1895. 

Employment in the wholesale Boot and Shoe trade has been 
very slack. In the bespoke trade it has been fairly good. 

In the ready-made Clothing trade employment improved at 
the end of the month, but the bespoke branch showed some 
falling off. ° 

Employment has continued fairly good with Cotton Spinners 
and Weavers. 

Employment in the Woollen trade is not quite so good. A 
further decline is reported in the Worsted trade. 

In most branches of the Hosiery trade employment continues 
good. 
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As regards the employment of women in the Textile trades, 
information respecting 465 mills employing about 81,000 women 
and girls, shows that 88 per cent. were in mills giving full 
employment during the month, compared with 89 per cent. 
among those for whom returns were received for June. 


Trade Disputes.—The number of fresh dispates occurring 
in July was 85, involving about 20,000 workpeople, as compared 
with 95 disputes involving about 11,000 persons in June, and 
49 involving about 16,000 persons in July 1895. Twenty 
disputes took place in the engineering and shipbuilding trades, 15 
in the mining and quarrying industry, 14 in the building trades, 
12 in the textile trades, 10 in the various metal trades, 2 in the 
clothing trades, 1 in connection with dock, &c. labour, and 11 
in a miscellaneous group of industries. Of the 63 old and new 
disputes involving about 18,000 workpeople of which the settle- 
ment has been reported, 34, involving about 11,000 persons, 
terminated in favour of the workpeople ; 19, involving about 4,200 
persons, in favour of the employers ; and 6, involving about 600 
persons, in a compromise ; the results of the remaining 4 dis- 
putes, involving about 2,300 persons, being at present classed as 
indefinite. 

Changes in Rates of Wages.—The changes in rates of 
wages reported during July affected 18,000 workpeople, about 
17,500 receiving increases and 500 sustaining decreases. The 
estimated effect of all the changes was an average advance of 
ls. 3d. per week in the wages of the total number affected. 
About 1,400 building trade operatives, 1,250 iron and steel 
workers, and over 11,500 workpeople engaged in the engineering 
and shipbuilding industries obtained advances. The decreases 
were unimportant. Changes affecting about 2,400 workpeople 
were preceded or accompanied by strikes ; one change, involving 
1,100 workmen, was determined by a sliding scale; the 
remainder, affecting 14,500 workpeople, being arranged after 
_ negotiation between the parties or otherwise. 


ASSISTANCE TO British TRADE ABROAD. 


In the House of Commons on July 27 last, to a question of 
Sir Howard Vincent as to whether Her Majesty’s Government 
have recently increased the number of commercial attachés in 
Europe, and taken other steps to advance British trade abroad, 
the following reply was given by Mr. Curzon :— 

“Since Her Majesty’s Government came into power they have 
given very attentive consideration to the question of British 
commercial interests abroad; and in the Consular and Com- 
mercial Departments of the Foreign Office we have made the 
following suggestions, which have received the approval of the 
Secretary of State. Two new commercial attachés will be 
appointed, one to Germany, the Netherlands, and Scandinavia, 
to reside at Berlin, the other for Spain and Portugal, to reside 
at Madrid. The commercial attachéship at Paris has been 
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reorganised, and its district will in future cover France, Be)gium, 
and Switzerland. The commercial attachéship in Russia and 

_ Western Asia has also been reconstituted, and the south-eastern 
parts of Europe have been included, while Asia has been 
excluded from its sphere. A Consul for Lombardy has been 
appointed to reside at Milan with a special view to the collection 
of commercial information. The Consular staff in Siam will be 
increased by two new appointments, but the exact area of the 
new Consuls’ jurisdictions are not yet fixed. We hope before 
long to appoint additional British Consuls in Yun-nan to promote 
the interests of British trade in that quarter. Several new 
Consulships are in course of being created for the new ports 
that have lon opened to foreign trade by the Treaty of Shimo- 
noseki between China and Japan. Mr. Brennen, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Canton, has been despatched on a special mission of 
inquiry to the treaty ports of China, Korea, and Japan, to report 
upon the manner in which British trade has been affected by 
the recent war. Mr. Austin Lee, who is about to succeed 
Sir Joseph Crowe as Commercial Attaché at Paris, is engaged 
in the preparation of a special report upon the regulations with 
regard to trade and shipping of the Continental ports ayer. | 
with the port of London. As a result of communications whic 
have passed between the Foreign Office and the Association of 
Chambers of Commerce, supplementary instructions are in course 
of being issued to Her Majesty’s Consuls regarding assistance to 
trade, the ccllection of samples, and information of a commercial 
nature. More complete arrangements have recently been made 
for the immediate publication in the press of invitations for 
tenders for work abroad. Arrangements have been made for the 
official participation of Great Britain in the exhibitions to be 
held next year at Brussels, and in 1900 at Paris, and Parliament 
will be asked to make grants for this purpose.” 


Birt to LEGALISE THE USE OF WEIGHTS AND MEASURES 
OF THE Merric System. 


The following Bill to legalise the use of weights and measures 
of the metric system has been introduced into the House of 
Commons :— 


I.—(1.) Notwithstanding anything in the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1878, the use of a weight or measure of the metric system 
in trade shall be lawful, and nothing in section 19 of that Act 
shall make void any contract, bargain, sale, or dealing by reason 
only of its being made or had according to weights or measures 
of the metric system. 

(2.) A person using or having in his possession a weight or 
measure of the metric system shall not by reason thereof be liable 
to any fine. 
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(3.) For the Third Schedule to the Weights and Measures 
Act, 1878, shall be substituted the schedule to this Act. 

II. Section 38 of the Weights and Measures Act, 1878, is 
hereby repealed, and the Beard of Trade shall verify copies of 
the metric standards in the same manner as if they were copies of 
Board of Trade standards and the provisions of that Act relating 
to the verification of local standards shall apply accordingly. 

III. In section 40 of the Weights and Measures Act, 1878, 
the expression “local standards of weights and measures” shall 
include local metric standards, and the provisions of that Act 
relating to local standards shall apply accordingly. 

IV. This Act may be cited as the Weights and Measures 
(Metric System) Act, 1896, and may be cited with the Weights 
and Measures Acts, 1878 to 1893. 


GREAT AND LiTTLE Basses anp Mintcoy Lieut Duss. 


By an Order in Council of the 29th June last the dues 
leviable for the Great and Little Basses and Minicoy Lights, are 
as follows :— 

Great and Little Basses, §ths of a penny per ton, less 25 per 
cent. discount. 

Minicoy, 3th of a penny per ton, less 25 per cent. discount. 

The Orders in Council of the 22nd May 1883 and 9th May 
1892, relating to the dues previously leviable for these lights, 
cease to operate. 


TENDERS FOR CONSTRUCTION OF TELEPHONE SYSTEM IN 
Porto Rico. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs learns from Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid that the Spanish Government 
have invited tenders for the construction and working of a tele- 
phone system in Mayaguez, in Porto Rico. The 8th of October 
is the date fixed for the consideration of tenders, and such 
particulars as Her Majesty’s Government have received may be 
inspected at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office 
between the hours of 11 and 6 daily. 


TENDERS FOR A STEAMSHIP FOR THE PHILIPPINES. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs learns from Her 
Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid that tenders are invited for the 
construction and delivery at Manila of a steamship required by 
the Government of the Philippines in connection with the light- 
house service of those Islands. The Spanish Gazette, containing 
such particulars as have been published in Madrid, can be 
inspected at the Commercial Department of the Foreign Office 
bet ween the hours of 11 and 6 daily. 
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TENDERS FOR RAILWAYS IN BULGARIA. 


The Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs has received’ a 
despatch from Her Majesty’s Agent and Consul ane ral at Sofia 
stating that tenders are invited by the Bulgarin Ministry ‘of 
Public Works before the 19th of October next for the Rustchuk 
Nova Zagora Railway, and before the 5th of November for the 
Saramby-Nova Zagora Railway. 

It appears that the respective “cahiers de charges” are open to 
inspection at the Ministry in question and that copies may be 
bought there for 20 francs each. 

Such particulars as Her Majesty’s Government have received on 
the subject may be viewed at the Commercial Department of the 
Foreign Office between the hours of 11 a.m. and 6 p.m. daily. 


TenDERS FOR Port Works at MONTEVIDEO. 


A despatch, dated 24th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Montevideo, stating that Monsieur Clivesa, a French engineer, 
is at present in Montevideo, having been sent out by the firm of 
Fives of Lille to report as to whether it is desirable for that firm 
to tender for the construction of the port. 

Messrs. Luther and Co., the German firm which carried out 
the preliminary studies, are certain to tender for the construction, 
and it is said that the important French firm of Hersent has done 
the same. 

Monsieur Guerard’s final report is expected shortly ; it has not 
yet actually been received, and the question is therefore still 
open. 

x communication on the subject of the port should be 
addressed to the Uruguayan Minister of Public Works (Ministre 
de Fomento). 


. 
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IL—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF THE UNITED 
} KINGDOM.* 


The total value of the imports into the United Kingdom from 
foreign countries and British Possessions during the month ended 
31st July last was 34,382,850/, as compared with 35,097,514. 
for July 1895, a dininution of 714,664/, or about 2:0 per cent. ; 
and the exports of British and Irish produce and manufactures 
were valued at 21,334,7851, as compared with 20,559,486/. for 
July 1895, an increase of 775,2991., or 3°7 per cent. The exports 
of foreign and colonial merchandise amounted in value to 
4,274,686/., as against 4,789,951/., showing a decrease of 515,2651., 
or 10°8 per cent. 

With regard to the imports of last month, increases are found 
under the headings of manufactured articles, 508,811/., chiefly 
glass, leather, iron, and woollen cloths, and raw materials for 
sundry industries and manufactures, 307,392/.; wood has in- 
creased in value 362,7601., and caoutchouc 167,866/.; paper- 
making materials have improved somewhat, but hides have 
decreased 122,2117. Animals, living, for food show an increase in 
value of 126,346/., chiefly owing to the larger number of cattle 
imported from the United States, though the importation of sheep 
and lambs has considerably declined. Articles of food and drink 
(dutiable) show an improvement of 120,7382, owing to the increased 
imports of cocoa, coffee, rum, and tea. 

nereases are also seen under the following headings, viz. :— 
Tobacco (dutiable), 63,628/.; miscellaneous articles, 61,0712; 
metals, 55,571/.; and chemicals, dye-stuffs, and tanning sub- 
stances, 1,153/. A decrease is seen under articles of food 
and drink (duty free), 1,187,955l. (of which 9,043. is the 
diminution in value of the imports of Indian corn or maize, 
though the quantity of the same article imported is increased by 
1,019,220 ewts.). There is a decrease in the value of wheat to 
the extent of 720,578/. Raw materials for textile manufactures 
have decreased in value 733,498/., of which amount the decrease 
in cotton, raw, represents 318,993/.; in wool of all sorts, 300,0221. ; 
in flax, 151,3621. ; and in hemp, 71,0647. On the other hand, in 
the same category, the imports of jute show an increase of 8,460 
tons, valued at 100,232/, Oils have diminished in value 24,7611. 

With regard to exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, which for July 1896 show a total increase of 
775,299/. as compared with July 1895, the following classes show 
an improvement in value, viz. :—Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery), 398,6182; yarns and textile 
fabrics, 266,0472 ; machinery and mill-work, 218,8332. ; articles, 
either manufactured or partly manufactured, 150,831/.; apparel 
and articles of personal use, 72,880/.; and parcel post, 11,1382. 


* See also pp. 240-241, 
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But decreases are seen under raw materials, 256,2811. ; chemicals 
and chemical and medicinal preparations, 81,665l.; articles of 
food and drink, 4,689/.; and animals, living, 413/. The exports 
of iron, unwrought and wrought, have increased 398,878/.; 
cotton piece-goods, 346,812/.; and cotton yarn, 113,683/.; but 
the exports of coal and patent fuel had diminished in value 
168,058/., and worsted tissues 171,9151. 

Taking, row, the figures for the seven months ending July 31, 
1896, it is seen that the total increase in the value of the imports 
during that period, as compared with the first seven months of 
1895, amounts to 12,049,4212, all classes showing an improve- 
ment with the exception of raw materials for textile manufac- 


tures, articles of food and drink (dutiable), and parcel post, 
which have declined 1,591,043/., 108,8222, and 6,188/. respec- 
tively. During this period imports of manufactured articles 
have increased in value 4,782,850/.; raw materials for sundry 
industries and manufactures, 3,027,0962.; animals, living (for 
food),1,649,500/.; articles of food and drink (duty free),1,341,1572 ; 
and metals, 1,161,737/. 

With regard to the exports of British and Irish produce and 
manufactures, raw materials have declined in value 194,928i. 
during the seven months referred to, but all other classes of 
exports show an improvement, notably yarns and textile fabrics, 
5,227,421/, and metals and articles manufactured therefrom (except 
machinery), 3,791,790/. 
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IlIl.—SUGGESTIONS FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT 
OF A SPANISH BANK IN LONDON. 


The following suggestions as to the establishment of a Spanish 
bank in London are taken from the Report of the Spanish 
“‘ Consejo de Aduanas y Aranceles ” recently issued :— 

“The majority of countries trading with Great Britain have 


banks or other commercial establishments of their own in that 
country, for the protection of mutual interests; but Spain, not- 
withstanding the importance of her trade, has to avail herself of 
the assistance of four or five houses established in London and 
conducted by foreigners. These houses do a good business, for, 
whether trade in general be good or bad, it is always profitable 
enough in England to sell goods on commission, and no capital is 
risked in the matter. 

“The formation of a Spanish bank in London, with Spanish 
capita!, and managed by Spaniards whose names would be such as 
to inspire confidence, would produce excellent results; this bank 
could be so organised as to arrange for the sales of the greater 
part of the produce in an infinitely better way than it is managed 
at present, to the advantage both of the business itself and of its 
clients, thus doing away with the middleman, who is always such 
a hindrance to trade. 

“ Anyone who has observed the way in which Spanish produce 
is turned into money in London, knows that the persons commis- 
sioned to carry on sales, whether brokers, agents, or bankers, 
either merely dispose of the merchandise under the hammer or, 
as it frequently happens, form themselves into rings or syndicates 
for the purpose of acquiring the goods at 50 per cent. of their 
value. 

“Tt is evident that a house of business, genuinely Spanish, could 
very quickly put an end to the ruinous abuses referred to, viz., by 
forming a special section for the placing of products which are 
received on commission; by effecting sales in a very different 
way from that in which they are now arranged ; and by providing 
accommodation for warehousing the exhibitions of samples, and 
for sales. It should have a sufficient staff of employees for all its 
operations, and should also possess its own trading vessels, since 
Spaniards now have to pay the same freight from Cadiz or 
Barcelona to London as is paid from Montevideo to Liverpool. 

** It is not too much to say that such a project, once realised, 
would monopolise the commission business from the moment that 
its existence was made known in the commercial and agricultural 
world ; but the amount of capital needed would be large, in order 
to place it on a firm and satisfactory basis.” 
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IV.— WARNING TO INTENDING EMIGRANTS.* 


Emigration agencies and land companies are, and have been for 
some time past a special snare to intending emigrants from this 
country, and a source of much trouble and pecuniary loss. The 
evil is difficult to deal with, for there is no reason to impugn the 
bona fides of many companies of this kind, and in other cases 
absolute legal proof of a criminal offence, such as fraud, or 
obtaining money under false pretence, is rarely forthcoming. 

The abuses which have come to the notice of the Emigrants’ 
Information Office have mainly occurred in connection with the 
farm pupil premium system in the cases of Canada and the United 
States, and with land syndicates, more especially in the case of 
California. Under the farm pupil premium system certain 
agencies in this country, some of which are now notorious, under- 
take, on the payment of specified fees, to find situations for young 
men on farms in Canada, and their operations extend also into 
the United States. There is no real consideration for the 
payments, which are in all cases unnecessary and in some cases 
simply fraudulent. 

There are probably very few families in the United Kingdom 
who have not some relative or friend or friend’s friend in America 
and who eould not, therefore, if they choose to take the trouble, 
obtain a private introduction for the young man who is going out 
quite sufficient to find him employment. 

The services of the Canadian Government agencies, both in this 
country and in Canada, are freely available, so are the services 
of the British Consuls in the United States, and the Emigrants’ 
Information Office was instituted for the express purpose of giving 
gratuitously trustworthy guidance and advice. There is no reason 
whatever for employing agents who make their living out of the 
moneys which they receive from or on behalf of, intending 
emigrants. 

Attention has been called in the English press to the dealings 
of more than one of these emigration agencies, the Canadian news- 
papers have commented on the same subject, and the Canadian 
steamship companies have discontinued any connection with such 
associations. 

The following information is from a trustworthy source, and 
refers to a party of young men induced to go out to Kansas by 
an emigration agency. It illustrates the abuses to which the 

m gives rise. 

“The young men appear to have come out in response to an 
advertisement in the English newspapers . . . . I under- 
stand that those who are remaining in Canada paid some 25/, and 


those who left for Kansas some 45/. This money was paid in 


consideration of a situation being found for them here, and for 
the purpose of paying their immediate fare from Liverpool to 


* Issued by the Emigrants’ Information Office. 
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Montreal, and first-class fare from there to Toronto, which 
altogether amounts to 36°65 dols. This would leave over some 
73 dols. that each young man pays to an agency for service in 
placing them on a farm to work, the same as farmers’ sons, on the 
following terms :— 

“The first six months for nothing, the next 12 months for 
5 dols. a month, and then for what they are able to obtain. The 
young men have had to pay their hotel expenses during their 
journey. They are of the better class and several very well 
educated. 

“Tn nearly all cases the young men are grievously disappointed 
expecting to be placed on first-class farms, which, however, is 
seldom done, the farms allotted to them having very poor 
accommodation, and consequently they eventually drift back to 
the cities, where they fail to find employment and |thus swell the 
already large numbers of distressed British subjects.” 

In a lately published report,* Mr. P. E. Burrough, British 
Vice-Consul at Kansas City, stated that “during 1895 over 60 
young men were sent into this vice-consular district under false 
“ pretences from Great Britain ; in every case they came through 
* unreliable employment agencies in London ; they were sent here 
* under the pretext of their being apprenticed on large stock 
** farms, for which they paid money in advance. After arrival 
«* here they were placed on small farms, and in some cases not 
“ provided with work but left to the mercy of strangers, which 
“ forced them to seek advice and assistance from the Vice-Consul. 
“ Such employment agencies should be investigated and 
suppressed,” 

It may be well to add a quotation from the official handbook 
of the Canadian Government. 

“The question is often asked if it is essential for young men, 
willing to take up farms in Canada, but desiring before doing so, 
to acquire a knowledge of agriculture, to pay premiums either to 
persons in this country or in the Dominion for that purpose. It 
may, therefore, be plainly stated that no premiums are necessary 
and it is advised that none be paid. Strong and healthy youn 
men who are prepared to accept for a time the hard work end 
surroundings more or less inseparable from a farm labourer’s life, 
have no difficulty in getting employment in the spring; and the 
agents of the Government in Canada will assist them as far as 
possible in doing so, without charge, although, of course, without 
accepting any direct responsibility.” 

Reports received from the British Consular officers, as well as 
notices in the newspapers, show that, relying upon exaggerated 
prospectuses which circulate in this country as well as in the 
United States, many British subjects have, from time to time, 
invested their all in land in the State of California at prices, or 


under circumstances, which have rendered success almost, if not 


altogether, impossible. They have, in consequence, been reduced 
to great poverty or even utter ruin, and there has been the 


* Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1725. 
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further result that the interests of the honest landholders in the 
State have been seriously prejudiced by the tricks of the dis- 
honest. A not uncommon practice has been to have one-third of 
the price paid down in cash (which in many instances is more than 
the land is worth) and to take a mortgage for the remainder ; this 
system in unscrupulous hands ensures the reversion of the land to 
its original owner. Even when the company or individual is acting 
with no directly fraudulent intent, the advantages of a scheme are 
constantly over-advertised, and the drawbacks unduly minimised. 
California has an exceedingly rich soil and a beautiful climate ; 
but there is now great competition in fruit-farming. To make 
it profitable, a settler requires much larger capital than advertise- 
ments specify as being necessary, and, if the land is not already 
in bearing, money to keep him and his household until the time 
comes for some return from his investment. Moreover, the 
position of aliens in the State, with regard to holding land, is 
uncertain; the laws es to water rights, which affect irrigated 
lands, are complicated : and taxation falls very heavily on small 
improved properties. 

In a recent report,* Mr. Warburton, the British Consul at 
San Francisco, wrote as follows :-— 

“ Repeated warnings have been given in previous reports from 
this Consulate, and notably by Mr. Donohoe in his report for 
1893, and by Mr. Moore and Vice-Consul Mortimer in the report 
for 1894, to British subjects, not to invest in land in this State 
until they have been here sufficiently long to enable thein to 
acquire some knowledge of the conditions of the country, and to 
form an opinion as to the prospects of success. The question 
appears to me of great importance, in view of the sad fate of many 
who, relying on the specious prospectuses published by certain 
unscrupulous owners of land, and the delusive promises of success 
held out, have invested their capital and labour in fruit and other 
farms, and have found themselves involved in ruin, and I cannot 
too strongly endorse the warnings and advice given to intending 
settlers by Mr. Donohoe, Mr. Moore, and Mr. Mortimer.” 

If the parents or guardians who are anxions to find openings 
for their sons or wards, and the small capitalists who wish to 
inake profitable investments, would only use ordinary common 
sense, the evils which have been adverted to would not arise. 

Such persons either have trustworthy knowledge of the 
agencies which they employ, and of the companies with which 
they deal, or they have not. If they have, they are in a position 
to judge whether the agencies and compunies can or cannot be 
utilised with advantage. If they have not, to pay money on 
the strength of advertisements, to absolute strangers for taking 
charge of boys or young men, or as the price of land which has 
mever been seen, in a country whose conditions are presumably 
unknown, is so glaringly foolish that it seems almost hopeless to 
try to warn people who cannot take better care of themselves. 


* Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1,750. 
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V—EUROPEAN AND AMERICAN EXPORTS OF 
COTTON YARNS AND PIECE GOODS 
TO AFRICA AND THE EAST. 


Statements have recently been prepared by the Board of 
Trade showing the exports of cotton yarns and piece goods from 
Great Britain, the United States of America, and certain 
countries of the continent of Europe to the East Indies, China, 
Japan, Africa, and Egypt during the last seven years for which 
returns are available. 

Taking first into consideration the tables relating to the 
export trade of the United Kingdom in the above articles, it 
appears that the most important customer of British cotton 

rn and piece goods in Africa and the East has always been 
British India, the amount of yarn imported from the United 
Kingdom in 1895 having been 41,070,600 Ibs. of a value of 
1,627,360/, as against the rather smaller amount in 1894 of 
39,996,600 lbs. which, however, was valued at 1,643,254 This 
decline in the value of yarn did not commence last year, the 
amount for the two preceding years being in each case smaller, 
but the value higher than in 1895. In 1889 the figures were 
45,354,300 Ibs. of a value of 2,250,292/., so that in the last seven 
years the export trade of British cotton yarn to British India has 
not only decreased in amount by over 4} million Ibs. but the 
value of the article itself has declined also. With regard to 
cotton piece goods, the quantity exported to British India in 
1895 was 1,718,224,000 yards of a value of 12,608,045/., as 
against 2,276,227,700 yards valued at 17,994,094/. in 1894, and 
2,001,153,400 yards of a value of 17,399,475/. in 1889. 

Of the countries under consideration Japan is the next most 
important buyer of cotton yarn from the United Kingdom, the value 
of this article imported into Japan in 1895 having been 858,5162 as 
against 662,846/. in 1894; in 1893 the value was 811,350/., and 
in 1892, 839,474l. The diminution in value is not noticeable in 
this case, the 21,266,000 lbs. imported in 1895 having been 
valued at a higher figure than the 23,384,900 lbs. received in 
1892. With regard; however, to cotton piece goods, Japan 
stands lower down the list, the value of the exports to China in 
1895 having reached the large amount of 3,684,323/., those to 
Egypt having been valued at 1,437,386/., and to Java 1,253,1311., 
while Japan in the same year received but 909,868/. worth of 
the same description of goods. The remaining principal cus- 
tomers in Africa and the East for British cotton yarns in 1895 
were Hong-Kong, Egypt, Straits Settlements, and China, and for 
cotton piece goods Hong-Kong, West Africa, Cape Colony, 
Morocco, Tunis, and the Philippine Islands (including the 
Ladrones), in the order of their importance. 
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The German export trade in cotton yarns and piece goods 
with the countries under review is still insignificant; the value 
of yarns exported to British India (which in the German trade 
accounts is made to include French and Portuguese possessions) 
in 1894 (the latest year for which the returns are available) 
having been 223,000 marks (11,100/.), and in many cases (notably 
Japan) the value has not reached 1,000 marks (50/.). In piece 
goods (cotton cloths) the value of the German exports to British 
India (including as in the case of the yarns, French, and Portu- 
guese Possessions) in 1894 reached 704,000 marks (35,2002), and 
to Cape Colony (including other British Possessions of South 
Africa) 572,000 marks (28,6002). The values of German exports 
to other countries in the list hardly call for comment, except, 
perhaps, may be noticed the commencement of a trade with Japan, 
the exports to which country (né/ in 1888 and 1889) were valued at 
58,000 marks (2,900/.) in 1894. 

Belgium does but little trade in cotton yarns and piece goods 
with the countries under notice. In 1894 exports of Belgian 

rns to the Dutch East Indies were valued at 72,000 frs. 
(2,880/.), and to British India at 38,000 frs. (1,520/.): in this 
latter case a striking decrease is seen as compared with 1888, in 
which year the figure was 174,000 fre. (6,960/). Belgium 
sent cotton tissues to the value of 1,380,000 frs. (55,200/.) to 
the Congo Free State in 1894; this is also a decline on previous 
years, the amount in 1893 having been 1,888,000 frs. (75,520/.), 
and in 1892, 3,219,000 frs. (128,760), though in 1888 the figure 
was only 182,000 frs. (7,280/.). The exports of cotton tissues 
from Belgium to British India in 1894 were valued at 185,000 frs. 
(7,4002.) as compared with 234,000 frs. (9,3602.) in 1893. 

With regard to the French trade with Africa and the East, exports 
of yarn are entirely confined to French colonies, viz., Tunis, Algeria, 
Senegal, and other West African French Possessions, and Réunion, 
but French exports of cotton tissues (including, however, lace and 
ribbons) take a wider range, the principal customers still being 
the colonies. In the year 1894 cotton tissues of the value of 
28,751,892 frs. (1,150,076/) were exported from the mother 
country to Algeria; to the value of 2,929,182 frs. (117,167/.) 
to French Indo-China; 1,994,981 frs. (79,7991.) to Réunion ; 
and 1,396 791 frs. (55,8721.) to Egypt. British Possessions in 
India received French tissues to the value of 209,977 frs. 
(8,3991.), and British Possessions in Africa to the value of 569,517 
fre. (22,7811.). The French trade in cotton tissues has exhi- 
bited no marked fluctuations during the last seven years. 

Switzerland, in 1894, sent cotton yarns to the value of 
1,238,170 frs. (49,5272) to British India, and this has been a 
steadily growing trade, for in 1888 the value was only 658,744 frs. 
(26,3501.). In cotton tissues, the exports of Switzerland to 
British Iudia in 1894 were valued at 4,072,396 frs. (162,896/.), as 
against 4,522,764 fre, (180,9112) in 1893, and 6,622,563 fra. 
(264,9032) in 1888. Swiss tissues were exported also in 1894 to 
Eastern Asia (China, Japan, &c.), to the value of 2,199,965 frs. 
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(87,999/.), and to the Dutch East Indies to the value of 1,891,240 
frs. (75,6500). 

Italy’s trade in cotton yarns and tissues with the countries 
under notice is unimportant, the principal ones importing her 
goods being Egypt and Tunis and Tripoli. In 1894, however, 
Italian cotton piece goods to the value of 100,000 lire (4,000/.) 
were exported to British India, as against 71,000 lire (2,8402) in 
1893, and only 14,000 live (5602) in 1888. 

Finally, the United States, in 1895, exported cotton cloths of 
the value of 1,703,023 dols. (354,7961) to China, and 282,278 dols. 
(58,8082) to the British East Indies. The Chinese trade with 
the States has declined in the last few years :—In 1891 the value 
of the cotton cloths exported to China from the United States was 
5,334,860 dols. (1,111,4292.), and in 1892 it was 3,887,732 dols. 
(809,944/.), which amount decreased to 1,638,657 dols. (341,387/.) 
in 1893, rising again to 2,846,220 dols, (592,962/.) in 1894, and 
falling, as pointed out above,\to 1,703,023 dols. in 1895. 
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VI—THE FOREIGN TRADE OF RUSSIA IN 1895. 


The following sketch of the progress of the foreign trade of 
Russia in 1895 as given by the Russian Customs has lately been 
published in the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg.” The values are 
given iu credit roubles (1°60 credit roubles=1 gold rouble=3s. 2d.) 

The Customs receipts amounted to 185,446,960 roubles as 
against 187,000,861 roubles in 1894, of this sum 164,853,460 
roubles were to be attributed to the customs of the European, 
and 20,593,000 to those of the’ Asiatic frontier. Comparing the 
year 1895 with the preceding year it is seen that the exports 
have increased in value 26,774,000 roubles, or abont 3:1 per cent. 
while the imports have decreased 25,835,000 roubles, or about 
5 per cent. 

The total amount of corn exported in 1895 was 237,108,000 
pouds of a value of 154,307,000 roubles as against 204,584,000 
pouds valued at 142,518,000 roubles in 1894. The value of 
the rye exported in 1895 was 49,228,000 roubles (42,879,000 
in 1894), but the exports of barley decreased from 152,984,000 
pouds valued at 66,518,000 roubles in 1894 to 108,166,000 
pouds of a value of 48,725,000 roubles in 1895. The exports 
of other grain (oats, buck-wheat, and maize) also show a 
considerable decrease in quantity and value. The amount of 
eggs exported has increased in value from 15,486,000 roubles 
in 1894 to 19,775,000 roubles in 1895; and the quantity of 
sugars exported in 1895 was 4,031,000 pouds as compared 
with 3,872,000 pouds in 1894, but though the amount has 
increased the value has diminished, having been only 11,830,000 
roubles in 1895 as compared with 14,486,000 roubles for the 
smaller amount exported in 1894. Other exports that have in- 
creased in both quantities and value in the year under notice are 
seeds, flax, hemp, hides and skins, (values only given), wool, 
manganese ore, and naphtha and its products. The values of the 
woollen and cotton goods exported have also slightly increased. 

With regard to the import trade, decreases are observed, of 
over 1,800,000 roubles, in oranges and lemons, 400,000 roubles 
in hops, 2,500,000 in dried skins, 1,400,000 in chemical pro- 
ducts, 3,300,000 in metals worked up, and more than 29,000,000 
in raw cotton (59,439,000 roubles as against 88,655,000 in 1894) ; 
on the other hand, imports of tea have increased in value from 
16,913,000 roubles in 1894 to 19,163,060in 1895. Metals, raw, 
were imported in 1895 to the value of 59,493,000 roubles 
(56,843,000 in 1894); machinery, &c., 53,175,000 roubles 
(46,253,000 in 7/894); musical instruments, 2,408,000 roubles 
(1,875,000 in 1894); paper manufactures, 6,804,000 roubles 
(5,417,000 in 1894). 

With regard to the shipping in 1895, the number of vessels 
entered at the various ports of the White, Baltic, Black, and Azov 
Seas, was 10,186 of a total tonnage of 8,100,998 tons, as against 
10,594 of a tonnage of 8,558,330 tons in 1894. The number of 
vessels cleared in 1895 was 10,156 of a total tonnage of 8,124,552 
tons as compared with 10,491 (8,517,258 tons) in 1894, 


| 
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VIIL—THE RUSSO-GERMAN COMMERCIAL 
TREATY AND RUSSIAN TRADE. 


A despatch, dated 28th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Nicholas O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Am- 
bassador at St. Petersburg, enclosing translation of an article from 
the “St. Petersburger Zeitung” of the 16/28 July last, as 
follows :— 

“Now that almost two and a half years have elapsed since the 
conclusion of the Russo-Germau commercial treaty, the “‘ Novoe 
Vremya” is enabled to estimate the respective advantages that 
have. been gained by the two neighbouring states. From the 
following figures it would appear that Germany has obtained the 
greatest profit 

“Germany has immensely profited by the export of her 
industrial products to Russia, whereas Russia has only secured, to 
a certain extent, a market for her raw materials, and has by 
no means regained the position she formerly occupied. The 
value of the exports into Germany during 1894 and 1895 
was 148 and 176 million credit roubles respectively, which 
had thus risen by 11—12 per cent. and 30 per cent. over the 
years 1892 and 1893, when the exports amounted to 133 
and 138 million roubles. Now Germany, during the years 
1894 and 1895, exported to Russia to the value of 143 and 
175 roubles respectively, showing an increase of 43 per cent. 
and 75 per cent. over the years 1892 and 1893, when 10! 
million roubles’ worth was exported. ‘The advantage gained 
by Germany becomes still more apparent when one considers 
that, owing to this favourable treaty, Germany has raised 
her exports into Russia to a level which they had never 
attained during the ten years previous to the treaty. The value 
of German exports into Russia was, in 1885, 144 million roubles ; 
in 1886, 135 million; in 1887, 113 million; in 1888, 123 
million ; in 1889, 124 million; in 1890, 115 million; and in 
1891, 103 million roubles. But Russia has not even regained 
the position which she occupied in the matter of exports to 
Germany at the close of the eighties and the beginning of the 
vineties. The value of Russian exports into Germany was, in 
1888, 183 million roubles; in 1889, 192 million; in 1890, 178 
million ; and in 1891, 193 million roubles. 

“In the year 1895 the values of the respective exports of 
Germany and Russia were almost equal, and there is reason to 
expect that in 1896 the balance will be in favour of Germany. 
The following is the result as seen from the statistics of the 
separate branches of trade :— 

“ The export of German comestibles has only risen slightly ; 
in the year 1894 it amounted to 10°4 million roubles, in 1895 to 
123 million roubles, as compared with 10°8 million roubles in 
i892. The other exports, however, have doubled iu value; the 
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export of raw and prepared materials was 82 million roubles in 
1894, 98°5 million roubles in 1895, and only 59 million roubles 
in 1892; manufactured articles were exported to the value of 
50 million roubles in 1894, 64°6 million roubles in 1895, as 
opposed to 31°6 million roubles in 1892. 

“On the other hand, Russian exports have not yet reached the 
value at which they stood before this treaty was concluded: thus, 
in 1894, comestibles were exported to the value of 64 million 
roubles, in 1895 to 70 million roubles, as compared with 77°6 


million roubles in 1891, In the year 1892 the exports of this 


class had a value of 27:6 million roubles, which is to be explained 
by the famine and prohibition of export in that year. The value 
of other exports has remained almost stationary, except that of 
manufactured articles, which has also fallen. 

“This short summary of Russian commerce with Germany 
during the period previous to the conclusion of the treaty is 
sufficient to show how largely Germany has profited by the 
advantages conferred on her through this treaty. Germany has 
secured to herself the possibility of rapidly developing the export 
of her industrial products into Russian markets, and has, in the 
course of two years, acquired a position such as she could not 
gain in the entire preceding period; whereas Russia, even as 
regards her agricultural produce, is only now approaching the 
=e she occupied a few years ago in the German 
market.’ 


| 
| 
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VIIL—THE EFFECT OF THE COMMERCIAL 
TREATIES OF GERMANY, 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Sir Charles Oppenheimer, 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Frankfort, states that the com- 
mercial treaties during the year 1895 as regards the promotion of 
industry and trade have been more successful than the endeavours 


of the German Government in the direction of the encourage- 
ment of agriculture. Both branches indeed show absolutely differ- 
ent conditions. German agriculture suffers (like that of every other 
country) from the rise of transmarine centres of production. The 
Customs policy cannot prevent this rise; on the contrary, by the 
rise in the price of land, it has even made the crisis more acute. 
Germany is even now, more than half, an industrial State. Her 
agriculture is not in a position to produce the agricultural 
products which the increasing population of the Empire consumes, 
even if she tried more than hitherto to raise her production. The 
import of cattle and corn is absolutely necessary, it may be 
rendered difficult, but no Government can at any time venture to 
inhibit it entirely. Besides meat and cereals, the import of other 
agricultural products, such as eggs, poultry, fruit, hops, wine, &. 
is also necessary, and, indeed, to an amount the value of which 
considerably surpasses the value of the import of corn. Germany, 
therefore, as to this branch does not offer a closed market, and it. 
is a mistake in the German Agrarians to close their eyes to 
this, and to demand measures the impossibility of which is already 
evident from the above. 

' As regards German industry, the condition of affairs is quite the 
reverse. Its capacity for production increases from year to year. 
For a long time it has been greater than the capacity for con- 
sumption of the inland market, and therefore, it is dependent 
upon the export to a great extent. The value of the exported 
goods, indeed, is already considerably higher than the value of 
the German production of corn, It must be remarked here, that, 
in the main, Germany exports industrial products of high values, 
while the import, for the greater part, consists in raw pro- 
ducts and half-finished goods, besides articles of food. The 
interests of industry are thus pushing in the direction which has 
been adopted by the Customs reduction of the commercial 
treaties. It was an unfortunate chance, that the conclusion of 
these treaties coincided with a universal depression of the economic 
life and with a depression in the prices of cereals such as has 
never probably been reached in this century. By this the agita- 
tion of political parties against the treaties appeared the easier, as 
the effects of the reduction of Customs for the time being could 
only ke trifling. For the reductions, as a means of averting the 
crisis, were too small, inasmuch as all parties that agreed to the 
treaties held fast to the prohibitive Customs policy. 
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In the German import about 70 per cent. fall to raw materials, 
11 per cent. to half-finished goods, and only 19 per cent. to 
manufactured goods. As to the export, more than 80 per cent. 
consists of anufactured and half-finished goods. If one considers 
the year 1891 as before the conclusion of the commercial treaties, 
and 1894 as subsequent t» the conclusion of the same, it will be 
seen, although 1894 was not favourable to German export, that 
even then remarkable results were brought about by the treaties. 

In the treaty with Austria~-Hun:ary, the Customs duty on 105 
items of the statistical list of goods was reduced. Of these, 77 
show, in 1894 as against 1891, an increased export, and only 18 
a reduced export. The surplus export amounts to 576,300 met. 
centners; the loss in the export of those 18 numbers amounts to 
35,300 met. centners, so that there is a net increase by 541,000 
met. centners existing. The reduced export principally occurred 
with cheaper goods, such as caustic soda, potash, alizarine, sul- 
phuric acid, iron loops and ingots, rolling-mill tubes, stearic and 
palmitic acid, writing and printing paper, millstones, unglazed 
clay tubes, common pottery, &c. 

The increase in the export is principally to be noticed in the 


iron and machine industry, viz. :— 


Articles. | Quantity. 


| 
Met. centners. 
Raw iron - - - - - 133,200 
_ Sheet iron - - - - 20,500 
Angle iron - - - - 24,500 
Bar iron - - - - - 7,500 
Ordinary iron goods - - - - 26,500 
Files - - - - - 4,200 
Needles - - 91 
Locomotives - - 2,300 
Machines, mainly cast-iron - - - 56,000 
Zinc, &c. - - - 38,000 


During the first three quarters of 1895, the export of iron and 

iron goods amounted to over 1,000,000 met. centners against not 
quite 500,000 met. centners in the whole year 1890; of instru- 
_ments and machines, 180,500 against 137,500 during the entire 
year 1890. There was likewise a rise in the export of wool and 
woollen goods, lead and leaden goods, gluss and glass goods, oils 
and fats, paper and cardbvard goods, with chemical products in 
the ceramic industry, in which it was doubled. The export of 
coal and ecke has increased by 10,000,000 to 12,000,000 met. 
centners. 

Much less favourable than the effect of the Austro-Hungarian 
Treaty was that of the Italian Treaty, which, however, for the 
greater part must be attributed to the unfavourable economic and 
financial conditions of that country. Nevertheless, the import 
has increased by 600,000 met. centners, and the export by 
400,000 met. centners. However, the value of the export has 
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receded by 12,000,000 marks. The reason of this,is not only the 
unfavourable conditions of prices during the year, but it also 
shows a change in the articles exported. Goods of less value 
have replaced products fetching higher prices. Only the iron, 
chemical, and wool industries participate in the increased export, 
and the iron industry principally with half finished goods, which 
are finished in Italy. Italy only participates with 2°6 per cent. 
in the total German export of 1894. 

The development of the export trade with Belgium on the 
other hand, is more favourable, although only small! reductions in 
Customs could be obtained in the Belgian Treaty. The import 
from Belgium rose during 1890 to 1894 from 17,500,000 to 
17,900,000 met. centners. Its value receded at the same time 
from 316,900,000 to 171,600,000 marks. The German export 
rose during the same period from 23,500,000 to 28,400,000 met. 
centners. Its value was reduced from 160,800,000 to 149,900,000 
marks, which fact is easily explained by the fall in prices. The 
main export of Germany to Belgium consists of coal and coke, 
10,400,000 met. centners; metals and oils, 13,750,000 met. 
centners ; iron, 1,500,000 met. centners. The textile and cloth 
industry ranks first as to value, viz., 36,000,000 marks. Then 
follows the chemical industry with 15,400,000 marks, the iron 
industry with 15,300,000 marks; coal, 16,600,000 marks ; 
machines, 6,400,000 marks; leather, 6,800,000 marks; paper 
industry 5,600,000 marks. During the last year there vas an 
especially favourable development in the export of cotton goods, 
lead, brushes, raw and fine iron goods, glass, joiner’s goods, hops, 
instruments, machines, rubber goods, clothes, buttons, aluminium 
and nickel-plated goods, leather, paper, half-silk goods, soap and 
perfurrery, coal, coke, fire-proof stones, tiles, coloured porcelain, 
and woollen goods. 


It is well-known that no Customs reductions were obtained in 
the treaty with Switzerland, on the contrary, the treaty, which 
is based upon the Swiss general tariff, brought a series of increases 
in Customs duties. This was partially counteracted, however, 
by the Franco-Swiss Customs war, which offered an opportunity 
to German industry to open new connections in Switzerland. 
The German merchants succeeded in this through their well- 
known tenacity, with their advances, meeting Swiss desires 
half-way, and by adapting themselves to the customs of the 
country so as to secure for themselves a portion of the French 
inheritance, which, no dowbt, they will also cling to with all their 
might. The German export to Switzerland rose in 1890-94 
from 11,800,000 to 14,300,000 met. centners, its value from 
179,600,000 to 188,300,000 marks. Notwithstanding the 
Customs increases since the conclusion of the commercial treaties, 
the export rose in cotton tissues, bleached and coioured linen 
textiles, silk and half-silk, woollen goods, clothes, cheinicals and 
dyes, with most iron, half-finished and finished goods, machines, 
copper goods, clocks, leather goods, paper and glassware, clay 
and porcelain goods, cement, umbrellas, and toys. The export 
of corn and flour has also grown more lively since the abolition 
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of the “ proof of identity.” Likewise the export of sugar, beer, 
butter, cheese, and meat is increasing. The export of sugar has 
more than quadrupled itself since the introduction of an export 
tariff to Switzerland from the Silesian centres of production. 
The export of trimmed ladies’ hats of felt or cloth has also been 
quadrupled, and that of untrimmed straw hats has doubled. 

The commercial treaty with Russia was only in force during 
part of the year 1894. But it was very soon seen that for some 
single important articles it worked very favourably. The export 
of iron and iron goods, especially, reached a standard never before 
attained. The export of coal and cuke has also risen; as also 
the export of musical and astronomical instruments, loco- 
motives, sewing machines, boilers, caoutchouc and guttapercha 
goods, hides and skins, wood and carvéd goods, linen, pottery, 
lead and leaden goods, apothecary goods, drugs, dyes, chemicals, 
faney goods, groceries, confectionery, earthenware, wool and 
woollen goods, zinc and zinc goods. The export in 1895 has been 
even muci: brisker than immediately after the close of the Customs 
war. It will, presumably, be seen in the end that the stability , 
obtained in the various items of the tariff will produce a further 
favourable development. 

As to the lesser treaties with Servia, Roumania, Bulgaria, and 
Egypt, little is to be said. In Roumania and Servia the un- 
favourable condition of inland affairs is a check. A reduction of 
the German export to these countries is to be recognised. 

However, the export to Bulgaria has risen from 78718 met. 
centners, valued at 4,485,000 marks, in 1891, to 86°480 met. 
centners, of 5,687,000 marks value, in 1894. 


Other Commercial Treaties. 


Whereas, therefore, it is seen, that the last year under report 
shows the effect of the existing commerciai treaties in the best 
light, and that the agrarian movement for cancelling the most- 
favoured-nation clause kas made no further progress, no new 
commercial treaties were concluded in 1895. ‘The Customs war 
with Spain continues. The tobacco factories complain especially 
of this, as they cannot do without the Havana tobacco, and there- 
fore are obliged to bear the increased duty themselves. No signs 
of a conclusion of this Customs war have as yet been noticeable.* 
Nor have the negotiations of Germany with Portugal as to the 
conclusion of a commercial treaty brought about any visible result. 
A new commercial and navigation treaty between Germany and 
Japan, as well as a consular convention, has been signed. Chile 
has given notice that she will let her treaty lapse not only with 
the German Empire, but also all other treaties; this treaty ter- 
minates on December 27. There is a great desire felt in indus- 
trial circles to have a new treaty between the two States, and 
accordingly endeavours are being made to inform the Govern- 
ment as to the desires of the German export trade.—(Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No, 1752.) 


* A commercial understanding between Germany and Spain has now been arranged 
(see p. 186). 
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IX.—BICYCLING REGULATIONS IN BELGIUM. 


A report, dated August 4, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Mr. G. R. de Courcy Perry, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Antwerp, enclosing a translation of the new regulations 
issued at Brussels regarding the circulation of bicycles in that 
city. These regulations are likely to be introduced also at 
Antwerp, and at the same time the bicycle tax of 15 frs., at 
present in force in that city, will be reduced to the same level as 
that in Brussels, #.e., 10 frs. per annum. The 10 fr. tax will, 
it is said, shortly become uniform throughout Belgium. 

The following are the regulations referred to :— 

The Communal Council being of opinion that the byelaw of 
the 29th of January, respecting the circulation of velocipedes, 
now calls for certain modifications and additions, orders as 
follows :— 

Art. I. The circulation of velocipedes is forbidden on the 
footwalks, in the park, or in any of the avenues or public walks 
exclusively reserved for the use of pedestrians or horsemen, 

Art, II. Every velocipede shall be furnished with an apparatus 
for giving notice of its approach, consisting of a bell, the model 
of which will be determined upon by the Communal Adminis- 
tration. This bell is to be attached to the handle bar in such 
a position as to be within easy reach of the cyclist’s hands, 

After sunset all velocipedes circulating on public thoroughfares 
must be furnished with a lantern with perfectly transparent 
glasses, and placed in front of the machine at a height not less 
than that of the nave of the forewheel. 

Art. III. Cyclists are prohibited from making circuits round 
carriages, horsemen, or pedestrians, or performing any other 
evolutions calculated to impede or render dangerous the cir- 
culation on any public thoroughfare. 

Art. IV. When approaching any carriage or velocipede, 
cyclists should take the right side of the road, and when passing 
the same from behind should take the left, at the same time 
giving notice of their approach by means of their bell and also 
moderating their pace. 

Drivers of vehicles and horsemen should bear to the right 
when approaching cyclists, and should leave them a free passage 
of at least one metre and a half in breadth. Cyclists must stop 
when approaching a horse showing signs of restiveness. 

Art. V. Cyclists must proceed at a moderate pace, é.c., that of 
a horse trotting, when traversing crowded thoroughfares, or when 
turning corners. They are at all times strictly forbidden to 
proceed at such a pace as to impede traffic or endanger public 
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safety, nor must they form groups in the streets. Cyclists are 
prohibited to pass across the line of any procession or bocy of 
troops marching. 

In cases of exceptional congestion of traffic in the streets, 
cyclists must dismount and propel their machines by hand. They 
should act in the same way when passing through the following 
streets (here follows list of thoroughfares in Brussels having very 
steep gradients). 

Art. VI. Cyclists must not carry children on their veloci- 
pedes, nor relinquish the handle bar or pedals whilst in movement. 

Learning to ride the velocipede is only permitted in such places 
as shall be determined upon by the municipal authorities. 


Art. VII. Every velocipede circulating on the public thorough- 
fares must be furnished with a number plate as prescribed in 
Art. I. of the Regulation of December 5th, 1894, of the 
Permanent Deputation (Députation Permanente). This plate 
should be affixed in the manner described in the above-mentioned 
regulation, 7.¢., in a conspicuous position on the right of the front 
fork of the machine. 


Art. VIII. Cyclists must dismount when requested by the 
police and give when required all particulars as to their names, 
addresses, professions, and residence. 


Art: IX. The byelaws and orders regarding the regulation of 
traffic are also applicable to velocipedes. 


Art. X. Any person infringing the foregoing regulations shalt 
be liable to prosecution. 


Art. XI. The police regulation of the 29th of January 1894 is 
hereby annulled. 
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X.—THE AD VALOREM DUTIES OF THE UNITED 
STATES AND “MARKET VALUE.” 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. Percy Sanderson, Her 
Majesty’s Consul-General at New York, states that the Custom- 
house tariff of the United States is for the most part an ad valurem 
tariff, comparatively few articles being liable to a specific duty, 
and in the Act of Congress of June 10, 1890, which came into 
force on August 1, 1890, and which is still the Jaw on the subject, 
provision is made for declarations as to “market value” by the 
consignee, importer, or agent; or by the owner in cases where 
the merchandise has been actually purchased ; or by the manu- 
facturer or owner in cases where the merchandise has not been 
actually purchased. Section 10 provides that it shall be the duty 
of the appraisers of the United States to ascertain or estimate 
by all reasonable ways and means in their power the actual market 
value and wholesale price of the merchandise at the time of 
exportation to the United States in the principal markets of the 
country from which it has been exported, and this, irrespective of 
any invoice or affidavit, or statement of cost, or cost of produc- 
tion. 

Importers should bear in mind that, although the; may export 
to the United States parcels of goods which they may have bought 
cheap, as beizg out of fashion, or for one reason or another, and 
may declare the actual price they paid for them, that price will 
not be accepted by the appraisers as a basis for taxation. Further 
than this, where a contract has been made for the supply of a 
certain cluss of goods by instalments over a. certain term at a 
fixed rate, irrespective of the fluciuations of the market, the price 
agreed upon furnishes, as it were, the irreducible minimum, but 
should the value rise, such increased value must be declared as 
the basis of taxation for each consignment received while the 
higher price rules. Section 11 of the Law lays down that whex 
the actual market value of any article cannot be ascertained to 
the satisfaction of tke appraising officer: “The appraiser or 
* appraisers shall use all available means to ascertain the cost of 
“ production at the time of exportation to the United States 
“ and at the place of manufacture, such cost of production to 
include cost of materials and of fabrication, all general expenses 
“ covering each and every outlay of whatsoever nature incident 
to euch production; together with the expense of preparing and 
“ putting up such merchandise ready for shipment, and an 
* addition of 8 per cent. upon the total cost as thus ascertained.” 
At first sight it would appear that articles manufactured solely 
for the American market would come under this rule for valuation ; 
such, however, is not the case if competing firms manufacture 
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similar goods for their home market as well as for the United States 
and other countries. The Supreme Court of the United States 
decided (in the Cliquot champagne case) that the market value 
for goods not sold in the open markets abroad could be established 
by comparison with the value of similar goods which were so sold. 
The principle is that the requirements of Section 11 of the 
Customs Administrative Act of June 10, 1890, can only be 
resorted to in cases where it is impossible to establish the market 
value for such merchandise as sold in wholesale quantities in the 
country from whence exported. 

If the appraised value of goods imported exceeds the value 
declared on entry by more than 10 per cent., then, in addition to 
the duty a fine is levied of 2 per cent. of the appraised value for 
every 1 per cent. by which the appraised value exceeds the de- 
clared value ; if the appraised value exceeds the value declared 

On entry by more than 40 per cent., the entry may be held to be 
fraudulent and the goods may be confiscated. 

The whole question of market value has been a good deal 
agitated of late in consequence of the action of the Customs 
Textile Association who have been carrying on a campaign 
against undervaluations where, in their opinion, the invoices did 
not reflect the rise in raw materials. On the one hand, it is 
stated that domestic manufacturers and the people they employ 
have suffered from the undervaluation of imported goods, but on 
the other side, statistics are quoted to show that imports of wool 
and the consumption of native raw material in 1895 exceeded 
those of 1894, and in addition, woollen mills have for the most 
part been running up to their full capacity and wages have been 
voluntarily increased. It would appear that in disputed cases 
the Customs officials take the opinions of reputabie importers of 
the same class of goods who do not know on whose invoice they 
are pronouncing. The Supreme Court holds the general 
appraiser to be the expert arbitrator between the Government 
and the importer. There has been some talk of forming an 
Importers’ Protective Association—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No, 1767.) 


Aug. 1896.] THE TIN-PLATE INDUSTRY OF PENNSYLVANIA. 155 


XI—THE TIN-PLATE INDUSTRY OF 
PENNSYLVANIA. 


The following is an abstract of the Annual Report for 1895, of 
Mr. James M. Clark, Chief of the Pennsylvania State Bureau of 
Statistics, on the tin-plate manufacturing industry in Penn- 
sylvania 

There are in Pennsylvania 11 plants making black plates, one 
of which does not tin the plates, and 19 plants which buy their 
black plates and finish them by coating or dipping them with tin. 
All of the tin-plate works manufacturing their own plate, 
except one at Philadelphia and one at Harrisburg, are in the 
western part of the State. Of the 19 dipping plants, nine are 
situated in Philadelphia, seven in Alleghany County, one in Arm- 
strong, one in Berks, and one in Montgomery County. 

In round numbers, says the Report, Pennsylvania has one-third 
of the black plate manufactories in America, and over 37 per cent. 
of their entire capacity. The Pennsylvania works represent some 
of the largest, best equipped, and most successfully operated tin- 
plate works of any country, and all of them, with two exceptions, 
are new works, having been constructed since the enactment of 
the McKinley law. The works of the two older establishments, 
however, have been remodelled so as to conform to the modern 
plants, thus making Pennsylvania’s tin-plate works among the 
most modern and best equipped of the world. 

The largest tin-plate works in the world are owned by the 
New Castle Steel and Tin-Plate Company. The works are 
situated at New Castle, Lawrence County. This company liave 
not only the largest capacity for production, but also have the 
greatest number of hot mills in any one plant The annual 
capacity of the plant is 750,000 boxes of IC tin of 108 lbs, 
each. 

One of the 11 works manufacturing black plate was not opened 
until January 1, 1896. The 10 works manufacturing black plate 
were in operation in 1895, an average of 204 days. There were 
employed in these 10 works, including skilled and unshilled 
labour, women and boys connected with the dipping depart- 
ments, 2,574 persons. The aggregate amount of wages paid, 
average of 240 days, was 1,161,424°58 dols.. an average per 
head of 451713 dols., or an average of 1°88 dols. per day, These 
employés produced of finished tin and terne plates 49,502,000 lbs., 
the value cf which was 1,774,324°74 dols., an average of 71:68 
dols. per net ton. 

In addition to this finished product, they produced 63,615,360 
lbs. of black plate which was not tinned, the value of which was 
1,677,169°77 dols., an average of 52°73 dols. per net ton, making 
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a total production of 113,117,360 lbs., with an aggregate value of 
3,451,494°51 dols. In the works where nearly 98 per cent. of the 
black plate was tinned, the average daily wage was 1°56 dols 
for all persons employed. In the establishments where only 
47 per cent. of the product was tinned, the average daily wage 
was 1°89 dols., and in the remaining establishments, where none 
of the black plate was tinned, the average daily wage was 


2°11 dols 

Seventeen of Pennsylvania’s tin-plate dipping works were in 
operation, an average of 244 days in 1895, and employed 557 
persons. The aggregate amount of wages paid to these 557 
employees was 188,224°32 dols., an average per head of 337-92 
dols., or 1°38 dols. per day. These 17 plants turned out a finished 
product of 54,87,3636 lbs., with a corresponding value of 
2,463,464°68 dols., an average of 89°62 dols. per net ton. A 
greater part of the production was high-grade roofing tin, hence 
the increased value. 

Add to the 54,873,636 Ibs. of tin and terne plate produced by 
these 17 works, the 49,502,000 Ibs. of tin and terne plate pro- 
duced by the black plate makers, and Pennsylvania turned out 
a total product of 104,375,366 lbs, of finished tin and terne 
plate for the year ending December 31, 1895, with a correspond- 
ing aggregate value of 4,237,819°42 dols., or an average value of 
81:20 dols per net tom. Add to the 1,161,424°58 dols. paid out 
in wages by the 10 tin-plate works manufacturing black plate the 

88,224°32 dols, paid out in wages by the 17 dipping works, and 
the result is 1,349,648°90 dols. paid to 3,131 persons, an average 
of 1°79 dols. per day. 
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X{1I.—TRADE AND INDUSTRY OF THE TRANSVAAL 
IN 1895. 


In a recent report to his Government, M. Aubert, French 
Consul at Pretoria, traces a very satisfactory picture of the 
industrial, commercial, and financial situation of the Transvaal 
during the year 1895. 

For several years past the prosperity of the country has been 
increasing ; trade and industry have continued to expand, and the 
railway has been extended into the colony of Natal, so that there 
are now three distinct routes from the coast into the Transvaal, 
all developing the trade of the interior and, at the same time, 
affording openings for the output of its agricultural produce. 
From the impetus thus given to agriculture, is derived some 
of the increase in the public revenues, and the immigration of an 
active and intelligent population cannot fail to still further 
improve the satisfactory condition of the country. 

The value of the imports into the Transvaal during 1895 shows 
a considerable increase over preceding years ; the figures, in fact, 
—_ been increasing rapidly every year, as the following table 
will show :— 


Imports into the Transvaal. 


Year. Value £ 
1886 - - 494,000 
1887 - : - - 1,677,000 
1888 - - 2,457,000 
1889 - - 3,463,000 
1890 - - 3,699,000 
1891 - - 2,603,000 
1892 . - - - 3,499,000 
1893 - - 5,372,000 
1894 - - 6,440,000 
1895 - - : - 9,816,000 


The share.of Cape Colony in this last figure of 9,816,000. was 
6,908,000. for, owing to its three ports of Cape Town, Port 
Elizabeth, and East London, as well as to its immense agricul- 
tural resources, Cape Colony contributes by far the largest share 
of the Transvaal trade. In 1893, before the railway reached the 
Transvaal, the exports of the Cape to that country were valued at 
3,506,000/., which was increased to 4,504,000/. in 1894, so that in 
two years the imports into the Transvaal from the Cape have 
doubled in value. 
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The exports from the Orange Free State to the Transvaal were 
valued at 927,000/. in 1895, as against 454,000]. in 1894; and 
from Delagoa Bay, 999,000/. in 1895, as against 465,000/. in'1894 
the latter figures, however, not coming up to the expectations 
formed at the time of the opening of the Lourengo Marques- 
Pretoria Railway. Only Natal shows a decrease of about 
29,000/., the figures for 1895 being 982,000/. 

Of the total imports into the Transvaal, 61°4 per cent. come 
from Europe; 16°8 per cent. from Cape Colony ; 7:3 from Natal ; 
9°4 from the Orange Free State; 2°5 from Delagoa Bay; and 
2°6 per cent. from other countries (America and Australia). 

The imports from the Cape consist of a quantity of American 
and European goods, and cereals, forage, fruits, wines, alcohol, 
carriages, waggons, and fresh fish. 

Natal! sends tea, sugars, fruits, manufactures of wood, and goods 
from over sea. 

The Orange Free State exports agricultural products, vegetables, 
game, live animals, and articles for consumption. 

Delagoa Bay is essentially a port of transit for European and 
American goods, for the colony of Mozambique produces hardly 
anything but alcchol and flour. America sends a large quantity 
of industrial and agricultural machinery, tools, cheap furniture, 
wood for manufactures, preserved vegetables and fruits, fish and 


meat. 

Australia sends to the Transvaal flour, woods, butter, and 
fish preserved in ice. 

The monthly imports of the Transvaal, which in January 1895 
did not exceed 600,000/. have; since October, averaged more than 
1,000,0007. 

Customs receipts show the same upward tendency, as seen by 
the following table :-— 


£ 
1891 - - - 317,000 
1892 - - - 441,000 
1893 - 693,000 
1894. - - - 812,000 
1895 - - 1,085,000 


The quantity of flour, corn, maize, and rice imported in 1895 
was 49,000 tons , or nearly 13,000 tons more than in 1894; the 
country itse!f, indeed, cannot supply the increasing needs of its 
population, nor even the food for its horses, 16,000 tons of forage 
having been imported in 1895. 


The amount of beer, wines, and spirituous drinks imported in 
1895 was 1,552,000 galls. an increase of 550,000 over the previous 
year. The wine and spirit trade of the Cape has especially 
profited by this augmentation. 


Only three articles of the import trade show a decrease in 1895, 
viz., dynamite, on account of the restrictions placed on its impor- 
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tation ; coal, by reason of the great development of the native 
coal industry ; and railway material, on account of the completion 
of the railway scheme. 

As regards the exports, the value can hardly be given until the 
railways working from the interior to the coast shall have been 
in operation a sufficiently long time. 

This scheme of lines placing the Transvaal in communication 
with the different harbours on the coast was completed at the 
close of 1895 by the junction of the Natal line with that of 
Johannesburg and Pretoria vid Standertow and Heidelberg. 

Since that time the Transvaal has been in railway communica- 
tion with Capetown, Port Elizabeth, and East London in the 
Cape Colony, Durban in Natal, and Lourengo-Marques, and these 
ports are in competition for the greater part of the Transvaal 
trade, The railway system, constructed and worked by a Dutch 
company, the capital of which, on January 1, 1895, amounted to 
7,077,0001., worked at the same time— 


Miles. 
1, The Krugersdorp-Johannesburg-Springs line - 51 
2. The Vaal-Elandsfontein-Pretoria line - - 
3. Pretoria-Portuguese frontier line - - 294 
423 
and latterly the Elsburg-Charlestown (Natal) + 158 
58) 


The cost of construction and working of the three first 
lines amounted in January 1895 to 5,377,0002 and the receipts 
in 1895 reached 1,601,000/. including the revenue of the 
Springs coal mine which is from 2,000/. to 2,160/. per month. 
Other lines are in progress. The industries of the Transvaal are 
as yet comparatively little developed ; but there are distilleries, 
breweries, manufactories of Portland cement, and of preserves and 
jams at Pretoria, a foundry and a manufactory of cyanide of 
potassium at Johannesburg, several machine-repairing establish- 
ments and manufactories of carriages, waggons, furniture, 
carpets, &c. Moreover, the dynamite company has set up at 
Modderfontein, nearJohannesburg, four factories of dynamite, two 
of sulphuric acid, one of nitric acid, &c. There are also work- 
shops for the repair of railway material at Pretoria employing 250 
workmen, and the establishment founded by Siemens and Halske 
of Berlin at Johannesburg which is to supply electric power to 
the motors and dynamos of the mines of the Rand. 


The mining industry may be divided inte three categories, coal 
mines, copper and argentiferous lead mines, and gold mines. 


The coal mines of the South African Republic produced 
1,152,206 tons of coal in 1895, or 400,000 tons more than in 
1894. 
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As for the gold mines which form the real mining industry of 
the Transvaal the following table will show the rapid increase in 
the output for the last 10 years :-— 


Production of Gold in the Transvaal. 


Ozs. 

1886 - - - . 10,032 
- - - 48,940 
1888 . - - - 279,600 
1889 - - - - 430,800 
1890 ° - - 540,360 
1891 
1892 - - 1,289,498 
1893 - - - - 1,575,397 
1894 - - 2,265,853 
1895 - 2,509,851 


Tn 1895 the mines of the Rand employed 6,807 white men 
receiving a total of 1,173,080/. in salaries, and 50,648 non- 
Europeans who were collectively paid 1,823,3281. 


XITIL—THE FRENCH COMMERCIAL MISSION TO 
CHINA. 


According to M. Rocher, head of the mission sent to China 
by the Lyons Chamber of Commerce, who has just been invalided 
home, the practical results hoped for in Yunnan have already 
begun to appear. The mission has now been broken up into four 
sections. One remains at Chung-king, another has begun the 
exploration of Western Szechuen in the direction of Thibet, 
the third is already on the road to Mongolia, by way of Sung-pan, 
while the fourth goes to Tientsin by Ichang, Hankow, and 
Shanghai. These various groups are expected to unite again 
in Yunnan in November. M. Brenier has taken M. Rocher’s 
place as head of the mission. 

The following account by M. Rocher is taken from the 
*¢ London and China Telegraph ” :— 

“In Tong-Kivg we visited the coal mines, inspected the silk 
factories, such as they are, and studied the home and foreign 
trade of the colony. We entered Yunnan by ascending the Red 
River from Hanoi, travelling vid Laokay and Manhao, and 
entering China at Mengizzu, on the Tong-King-China frontier. 
We travelled together to the famous cities of Yunnan-fu and 
Sinning-fu, but as it was necessary, with a view to saving time, 
for us to form ourselves into two parties, we did so, one section 
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going east, through Yunnan into Szechuen, the other division 
journeying through Kweichow and Szechuen. In the Province 
of Yunnan we saw nothing, or rather next to nothing, worthy of 
special mention. The province appears to have nearly recovered 
from the effects of the Mohammedan rebellion. Vast tracts of 
the land are devoted to the cultivation of the poppy, a great 
deal more poppy being seen than rice or other cereals. The 
province is fairly cultivated, and the people and officials friendly. 
The natives give the preference to the cultivation of the poppy 
because it yields better returns than the raising of rice, &c. In 
Yunnan [ noticed a great increase in the population, though the 
province is capable of more extensive cultivation were the people 
there to till the soil. At present the population of Yunnan does 
not, I think, exceed 15,000,000, though at one time it must have 
numbered between 30 and 40 millions. All the clothing of the 
people consists of homespun stuff, silk, and cotton—chiefly cotton 

ds. The mode of manufacture is most primitive, and. the 
raw material in most cases consists of Bombay yarn. 

In Szechuen the people were grossly offensive. They appeared 
to think we had come to settle some missionary difficulties, and 
it was not easy to disabuse their minds, although the Central 
Government had sent orders ahead of us that we were to be 
treated with the utmost courtesy everywhere. Occasionaliy the 
officials were not polite, but I was able to detect any breaches 
of etiquette and promptly demanded in each case explanations 
and apologies, which were soon given. Since the war the 
demeanour of the officials and people towards foreigners has 
improved, they are nut so arrogant and listen quicker to reason 
and common sense. Of course the mode of living and the 
daily needs of the people far inland are just the same as they 
were 30 years ago. Their wants, however, are not so easily 
supplied as of yore, for the all-sufficient reason that the 
cultivation of the poppy being more profitable than the 
raising of rice, wheat, or millet, the people extend the area 
“under poppy every year, and the result is that the danger of 
famine, in the event of sericus drought, may now be regarded 
as practically omnipresent. This is particularly the case in 
Szechuen. A great deal of white and yellow silk is produced 
in Szechuen, and at Chengtu, in Szechuen, silk piece goods 
are manufactured on a fairly large scale. There are about 
4,000 looms in the city, but the industry is carried on 
more as a purely home industry and in a petty way that 
is the reverse of creditable to the parties directly concerned. 

“The silk goods manufactured compare unfavourably with 
the silk piece-goods turned out at Soochow and Canton, the mode 
of ‘reeling’ being probably accountable for this. Szechuen is 
completely over-populated, although there is of course plenty of 
labour in raising opium, rice, wheat, beans, and tobacco. At 
Chengiu in the winter upwards of 10,000 people daily receive 
from the authorities an allowance of rice, and where this not 
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given them they would assuredly starve to death. Neither mules. 

nor ponies are seen in this province; the country could not 

support them. In Yunnan there are any amount of mules, ponies, 

and pack oxen, and in some parts carts drawn by oxen. Of the 

three provinces visited I consider Szechuen the best, but unfor- 
| tunately it is grossly over-populated. In this province I saw a 
| peculiar kind of brick tea being manufactured. It is a very 
| cheap tea and is manufactured solely for the Thibetan market. 

The silver mines in the province of Yunnan are worked in a half- 
| hearted manner. It is coined, if I may use the expression, in 
| ingots, not in shoes. Since the rebellion the Government has 
been very cautious about opening the mines, for, as I explain in 
| my work on Yunnan, the rebellion has its origin in the disputes 
| em | out of mining affairs. 

“ There is,so far as our observations and inquiries are concerned, 
no justification for the outcry about the evil effects of the opium 
habit. The natives use opium in moderation, just as Europeans 
use tobacco. There are doubtless opium sots to be found in 
China just as there are whisky sots to be found in the Great 
| West, only I should say there are, in proportion to the total 
| pulation of the respective countries, far fewer opium sots in 
| hina than degraded victims of the wine cup in the United 
| States and Europe.” 


On the question of transié passes and an increase in the import 
duties as a solution, M. Rocher said :—“ I think the increase of 
duty will be a good thing for China. But if they do away with 
the extra likin they must do something to compensate the viceroys 

\ and provincial officers for the loss of revenue they sustain. They 

| will have to divide it with the viceroys. That is the great 

point. If you curtail the likin you leave no source of revenue to 
the viceroys. There is nothing but the land tax left. Only 
about two-thirds of the land pays taxes, the other parts not being 
taxed, and unless the Chinese have some other method of raising 
revenue the likin is the only one they have left. In Szechuen, 
without the likin taxes, the officials could not live.” 


i} 

i 
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XIV.—THE COTTON SPINNING INDUSTRY OF 
JAPAN.* 


The cotton spinning industry in Japan began to improve in 
1887 and 1888, and the amount of cotton thread produced in the 
country has increased year after year, while the amount imported 
has gradually decreased. The home consumption of this article, 
however, has gone on increasing. The following is a comparative 
table which shows the amount imported, and also the amount 
produced in the country since 1888 :— 


Amount produced 

Year. Amount Imported. in the Country. Total. 

Kin.t Kin. Kin. 
1888 47,439,693 5,542,438 52,982,077 
1889 42,810,912 20,938,963 63,749,875 
1890 21,908,302 32,512,250 64,420,552 
1891 17,337,600 45,306,406 62,644,006 
1892 24,308,491 64,064,925 80,975,140} 
1893 19,405,152 63,632,100 82,705,509T 
1894 15,942,797 92,285,550 101,854,759} 
1895§ 10,653,283 Uncertain. Uncertain, 


+ The Kin is equivalent to 14 lbs. (English). 
t Amount of export subtracted. § Japuary to October. 

It will be seen from the above table that the amount produced 
in the country shows a great increase in contrast with the decrease 
in the amount imported since 1890, and this is due to the fact 
that the amount imported decreased as the home production has 
increased. The amount of consumption of both Japanese and 
foreign cotton thread is also found to have considerably increased. 
There are many causes for this increased consumption, but the 
principal one is doubtless that the cotton cloth woven in farm- 
houses for private use is now largely made of machine-spun thread, 
and cloth woven with Japanese cotton thread alone has become 
very scarce. Moreover, the manner of living has generally become 
higher, and the ostentatious customs of the time lead persons to 
use fine-looking cloth made of small thread, such as futako-ori, or 
other cloths which will be worn out in a year, rather than the 
strong cloths made of larger thread which will last for two or 
three years. Again, it was the general custom of the people of 
Osha and Hokkaido to use second-hand clothing, but lately they 
have begun to use new clothing. The hand-spun thread used 
heretofore in the various localities now gives place to machine- 
spun thread on account of the cheaper price of the latter, and, as 
it is said that it had decreased by 70 per cent. throughout the 


* Based on an article by Mr. Kaneko Kentaro, Vice-Minister of State for 
Agriculture and Commerce in Japan, published in the “Japan Weekly Maii.” 
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country in 1692, it is safe to say that it has almost gone out of 
use by this time. Such being the condition of things, we may 
assume that the whole consumption in the country is practically 
supplied by machine-spun. thread. We may say, therefore, that 
the amount left, by subtracting the amount exported from the 
total of that imported and that produced in the country, is the 
amount consumed in the country. The following table shows the 
amount consumed per head in one year :— 


_—_—_ 1894. 1893. 1892. Average. 
Kin. Kin. Kin. Kin. 
Amount consumed - | 101,845,759 84,799,553 80,083,563 88,896,261 
No. 0. No. No. 
Population ‘ - 41,695,565 | 41,885,040 | 41,089,942 | 41,390,182 
Kin. Kin. Kin, | in. 
Amount consumed per 2:4 2°0 1-9 2°1 
head, | 
| 


It will be seen that the amount of consumption per head 
increased year by year, ard this increase is still going on at the 
present time. 

As shown in the following table, the cotton thread imported 
into Japan is principally trom England and India, very little 
being imported from other countries. In the space of five 
years the amount imported from England has decreased from 
17,000,600 Ibs. to 13,000,000 lbs., but that imported from India 
has decreased from 13,000,000 lbs. to 2,000,000 lbs.—a wonderful 
decrease. This is attributable to the fact that the thread from 
England is mostly small gassed, being 30 to 100 hanks, while that 
from India is large, below 20 hanks, the place of which could be 
taken by thread of home production. It will be seen, therefore, 
that although the supply of the large kinds of thread is sufficient, 
‘the supply of the smaller kinds is still deficient :— 


England. India. Other Countries. 
Year. 
Amount. Value. Amount. | Value. Amount. | Value. 
Kin. Yen. Kin. | Yen Kin. Yen. 
1890 | 17,911,109 | 6,374,282 | 13,970,023 | 3,542,529 _ | _ 
1891 | 12,787,408 | 4,453,112 | 4,548,045 | 1,135,459 2,138 | 719 
1892 | 16,048,337 | 5,316,682 | 8,258,369 | 1,814,394 | 1,78 904 
1893 14,527,812 | 6,033,005 | 4,865,040 | 1,243,163 | 12,3 | 8,075 
1894 13,606,172 | 7,288,690 2,333,625 687,556 | 5,000 | 1,210 


The gradual increase in the demand for the smaller kinds of 
thread wiil be plain from the fact that the decrease is compara- 
tively small in the amount imported from England. The thread 
from England, however, has not been altogether of the small 
kinds, but the larger kinds of 20) to 30 hanks have sometimes been 
imported. The thread of home production has succeeded in 
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expelling the larger kinds, but as the demand for the smaller 
kinds above 40 or 50 hanks has increased, the decrease in the total 
is very small. 

According to the examination made in December 1895, the 
number of spindles is over 632,130, and the spindles under con- 
struction, or planned, are over 352,427, or a total of 984,557. 
Moreover, as people are still planning new enterprises, the number 
of spindles will exceed 1,000,000 before the close of this year. 


TABLE — amount of Corron THREAD manufactured 


by the foregoing number of SprinDLEs. 
— 1895. 1894. 1893. 1892. 
Kin. Kin. Kin. Kia. 
Amount of cotton 
thread manufac- 
tured in the coun- 
try ~ - — 92,285,550 67,527,345 66,761,931 
Amount of cotton 
thread imported 
from foreign coun- 
tries - . 12,356,688 15,942,797 19,405,152 24,308,491 


By comparing the foreign and home supplies and considering 
the whole as regards the amount of consumption, it may be said 
that the home production will supply eight-tenths, and the foreign 
production two-tenths of the whole consumption. The com- 
parison of the amount alone may not be proper, as the foreign 
thread is mainly of the smaller kinds, but the comparison is made 
only to show the general proportion. 

It is not easy to calculate how many spindles will be sufficient 
to meet the present demand. Some say about 600,000; and if 
the present number (530,000) of spindles cin supply little more 
than eight-tenths of the home consumption, about 100,000 more 
spindles may not be sufficient to supply the whole consumption. 
Now, as the cotton thread imported is mostly of the smaller 
kinds, it will require a comparatively large number of spindles to 
produce such thread. Moreover, as the export of cotton cloth 
and thread to Korea and other Eastern countries has an inelina- 
tion to increase, it is difficult to know the number of spindles 
which will be sufficient to supply the increasing demand, but 
about 600,000 or 700,000 spindles will be sufficient to supply 
the home demand. Indeed, the actual number at the end of 
December 1895 and the number under construction and plauned, 
will together exceed 984,000. If all of this enormous number of 
_ Spindles is set to work, there will be an excess after it has supplied 
the home demand, and the amount of cotton cloth or thread 
exported will be greatly increased. 


166 fHE SILK INDUSTRY OF INDIA. [Aug. 1896. 


XV.—THE SILK INDUSTRY OF INDIA* 


As the result of a communication from the Collector of Surat 
to the Government of Bombay, the Rangoon Chamber of Com- 
merce was asked some time ago for an opinion in regard to the 
causes that have led to the serious falling off that has taken 
place within the last two or three years in the Burmese demand 
for the hand-made silks and mixtures of silk and cotton, which 
constituted the staple manufacture ot the old presidency town of 
the East India Company’s aifairs on the Malabar Coast. It was 
suggested that the goods referred to were in all likelihood being 
driven out of. the Burmese market by cheap importations “ made 
in Germany” and elsewhere, and that a manufacture, on which 
a very large portion of an industrious population depend for its 
livelihood, should not be surrendered without a struggle. The 
Rangoon Chamber, however, showed that other reasons were to 
be assigned for the lost popularity of the wares in question. 

In the first place, the silk-weavers of Surat had been in great 
measure themselves to blame in the matter, for, acting on the 
recommendation of native merchants in Rangoon, they had been 
gradually lowering the quality of their manufactures by reducing 
the quantity of silk in the fabrics, and making up the deficiency 
in weight by filling the stuffs with such substances as sugar, salt, 
flour, &c. As a natural consequence, the appearance of the cloth 
did not survive a washing operation or two, and this had led to a 
growing preference for local silks, which are innocent of adultera- 
tion, retain their colours better, and, although higher in initial 
cost than the imported articles, have been found more economical 
in the end, while in styles they lead the fashion. 

Independent of all this, it was further stated that the prevalent 
poverty amongst the Burmese during the past few years had 
necessitated the substitution to a large extent of coloured cottons 
for more extensive dress material, It appears, however, that, so 
far as the silk trade bas suffered from the substitution of printed 
and coloured cottons, and cotton handkerchiefs and shawls, the 
profit has gone almost entirely into the pocket of the British 
manufacturer, for only a very small proportion of such goods are 
derived from the continent of Europe. Similarly, as regards the 
competition of imported silk goods in Burma, out of a total value 
of 26 lakhs, the United Kingdom supplie! nearly 23 lakhs, the 
balance coming from the Straits an: “ other countries.” 

The remedy open to the Surat silk-weavers, it was pointed out, 
was to return to their original standards of quality, and to adopt 
designs following the ruling fashion. But regarding the subject 
from another point of view, the question suggests itself, Why 


* “Capital” (Calcutta). 
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should the Burmese not continue themselves to supply the goods 
which they formerly used to import from Surat ? Silk growing, 
is has been said on good authority, is a profitable occupation in 
Burma, although not followed largely, confined chiefly to the 
higher altitudes of the province, the chief seats having been named 
as Tharrawddy, Prome, Thayetmyo, and Tounghoo. The indus 
is certainly in a backward state, the operations in connection wi 
obtaining the fibre from the cocoons are as careless and crude as 
they are wasteful, although in this, as in other callings, the brunt 
of the work falls on the womankind. Still all this is susceptible 
no doubt of reform, while for the present, although the silk 
roduced is coarse and unfitted for export, it answers very well 
for well-known fabrics. 

As regards Surat and Western India generally, the silk trade 
has, asin the case of other producing parts of the country, passed 
through strange vicissitudes since the time—somewhere in the 
17th century—when Tavernier, the famous traveller, took notice 
of it in his writings. With reference to the rearing of silk in 
Kasimbazar, Bengal, which district, it was affirmed, could then 
furnish annually 20,000 bales of 100 lbs. each, the above writer 
observed that “after supplying the Dutch merciants and those of 
“ Tartary, all the surplus was brought to the kingdom of 
** Gujarat, the greater part of which was woven into fabrics at 
“ Ahmedabad and Surat.” But,as we have seen, the industry in 
the latter once important emporium has sunk to practical insig- 
nificance, although still furnishing magnificent kinkhabs and satins 
that are justly celebrated all over India. In later times many 
efforts have been made to introduce the rearing of mulberry silk in 
Western India, and, perhaps, in no other part of the country has 
the subject been given more searching and lasting trials, but these 
seem merely to have proved the hopelessness of the enterprise. 

While silk-culture in the Presidency of Bombay generally has 
probably made less progress than in any other province, in Burma, 
on the other hand, the conditions are such as offer great scope for 
development, in as far as there is a wide field for improvement 
in nearly every branch of the industry, in the methods of rearing 

‘the silkworm, of reeling the fibre, and of cultivating the mulberry 
plant. The particular form of the mulberry silkworm bred in 
Burma is said to be the most prolific of known varieties, and the 
great loss from disease would be infinitely less under proper 
treatment. The extent of European enterprise at present is nid. 
But whether the improvements indicated would render the manu- 
facture of silk in Burma a profitable investment for capital is 
another matter. It is doubtful if it would pay a capitalist to enter 
on rice cultivated on a large scale, and possibly the same may hold 
good as regards silk. 
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XVI—CUSTOMS TARIFF OF BRITISH GUIANA. 


The following are the rates of Customs Duty now levied on 
imports into the Colony of British Guiana :— 


Articles. | Rate of Duty. 
| Dols. 

Arrowroot - - - - Per 0°01 
Bacon and bacon hams~— - 0°02 
Beef admitted by the Supgneinr of Customs a as salted or | Per barrel of ||. 00 

pickled - 200 Ibs. 
Blue - - Per Ib. 0- 
Bran, middlings, ond cherts. - - 0-00 
Bread, navy biscuits or or other kinds - - | Per 100 Ibs. 0°50 
Bricks - - - - | Per 1,000 1-00 
Buckets and pails ‘of all kinds - - | Per doz. 0°25 
Bulls, cows, with or without calves, heifers, steers ana oxen | Per head 5°00 
Butter made from milk or cream - - Per Ib. 0°02 
Candles, adamantine, hydraulic press composition, 

spermaceti wax, or any other opie tallow - - . 0°05 
Do., tallow - - - -|_» 0°01 
Cards, playing, of not more . than 53 in each pack - - | Per pack 0°06 
Cartridges, filled, for guns and rifles va - - | Per 100 1°50 

Per barrel of } ,, 

Cement - - - 400 Ibs. fo 25 
Cheese - - - - - - - | Perlb. 0-02 
Chloral hydrate - - - 0-30 
Chloroform - 0°72 
Chocolate and — prepared otherwise than as con- | 

fectionery - - - " 0°04 
Cigars and cigarettes - - - - . 4 2°00 

Per 1,000 

{ running feet 
Coals, including the packages - . - - | Per hogshead 0°32 
Do., patent fuel and coke, loose - - - | Per ton 0°50 
Cocoa, raw - - - - - Per lb. 0:03 
Coffee, and all imitations of and substitutes sain it, duioeny, | 

dandelion ard taraxacum (raw) - - 0°03 
Collodion - - - | Per gall. 5°00 
Confectionery, including sweetened preserves - - | Per reputed Ib. 0°05 
Cordage, including <seeee< - - - | Per 112 lbs. 1-00 
Corks, cut - - - | Per lb. 0°10 
Corn or maize, eveshed feed and ground feed - - - 0-00} 
Corn brooms - - | Per doz, 0°20 
Corn meal and oatmeal - - - - | Per 100 lbs, 0°25 
Dogs - . - - - - - | Per head 5:00 
Donkeys - - = 1:00 
Dynamite, gun cotton, lithofracteur, onl all other explosives 

(except gunpowder), admitted by the Comptroller of | 

Customs as explosives for blasting purposes - Per lb. 0°04 
Gunpowder and fuses, admitted by the Comptroller of 

Customs as explosives for blasting purposes - - ae 0°01 
Do., and ali other explosives other than fireworks, not 

admitted by the Comptroller of Customs as euplanian 

for blasting purposes - - 0:20 
Fireworks which in the opinion of the “Comptroller of 


Customs are manufactured with a view to produce a | 
pyrotechnic effect - - - 0°40 
Essences, flavouring - - - - | Per pint 0°60 


i 
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Articles. | Rate of Duty. 
Dols. 
Ether, acetic - - - - - | Fer Ib. 0°42 
Do., sulphuric - - - - - - | Per gall. 3°00 
Ethyl, iodide of - - - 3°00 
Fish, dried - - - - . - | Per 112 Ibs. 0°50 
Do., pickled, viz. : 
Per barrel of 

Mackerel - - - - -4 200 Ibs. 1:00 

Sahnon - - - Ps 2°00 

And all other sorts (including trout) - - - oi 0°25 
Do., preserved, in tins or bottles - - - | Per lb. 0°01 
Do., smoked - - . ” 0-005 
Flour, of all descriptions - - - - { of 1:00 
Ganje - - - - - - | Per lb. 6°00 
Garlic - - - - 0-00} 
Ghee - - - 0-02 
Ginger, raw - - - - - 0-02 
Goats, with or without kids - - Per head 0°25 
Grain of every description not otherwise specified, and 

every kind of beans, peas, and pulse of every aaa eer 

and every kind, and whether — or split - Per Ib. 0:00} 
Gums - - - 0°03 
Hair - » 0°05 
Hams, and all other dried or ‘smoked meats, s, including 

sausages other than in tins - p’ 0°02 
Hay and chaff - - - Per 100 lbs. 0°10 
ll and pigs of ony deseription - - | Per head 2°00 
Honey - - - | Per Ib. 0°05 
Hoops, iron - - - - - | Per 112 lbs. 0°10 
Do., wood - - | Per 1,000 1°50 
Horses—-stallions under 14 anda half hands in n height - | Per head 100°00 
Do., all others - - - - - os 10°00 
Isinglass - - . - | Per Ib. 0°05 
Lard - - - 0-01 
Do., compound or watered - - - - m 0°03 
Lumber, dressed on one or both sides, or sents and | Per 1,000 ft. 3°00 

| tongued, or grooved or tongued - board measure. 
*Lumber, of all other kinds - « a 2°00 
Malt liquor, in wood - - - - | Per gall. 0°12 
Do., in bottle - - - -{ 0-30 
Do., in bottle - - -{ 0°15 

Matches of all kinds, including vestas - -{ cnetienee. } 0°60 
Match splints, in cases —— each ape to 10 gross 

of matches of the ordinary length . - | Per case 3°75 
Meats, fresh - Per lb. 0°015 
Do., preserved, in tins . - 0°02 
Medicinal preparations made from or containing spirits Per liquid 0°50 

(excluding patent or proprietary medicines) - - gall. } 
Milk, preserved, and eemgeneme thereof - - | Per Ib. 0°01 
Mules - - | Per head 10°00 
Moskets, im, and fowling - - | Each 2-00 
Oats - | Per Ib 0°00} 
Oleomargarine and ‘butterine substances - 0°02 
Opium, including powdered opium for medicinal purposes, 

charas, and bhang - - Be 6°00 


* Spruce of white pine lumber, not grooved, tongued, or dressed, to be subject to a 
deduction of 5 per cent. for gplits. 
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Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Dols. 
Opium, extract of - Per Ib. 12°00 


Oils (other than gasoline or crude petroleum, when 
-admitted with the sanction of the Governor-in-Council) 
which give off an inflammable vapour at a temperature of 
less than 73° F., as ascertained by the test sone in 
England by the ‘Petroleum Act, 1879 - 

Crude petroleum (when admitted with the sanction of the 
Governor-in-Council) - 

Do., all other, including castor oil and gasoline, when 
admitted with the sanction of the Governor-in-Council 
(essential, medicinal, and perfumed = 

Paints and paint stuffs ~ 

Pepper - - - 

Percussion caps - - 

Pickles and sauces, in bottles - - - 


Do. do. 
inclating revolvers - - 


Pock, admitted by the Comptroller of Customs as s salted or 
Rice - - - 
Rosin - - - - - - 
Sago - 
Saltpetre - 
Sheep - - - - 
Shingles of all kinds - 
Shooks, per pack or packs containing shooks, for one 
puncheon, or two or three } 
Shot - 
Slates (roofing), fiagstones, and tiles - - 
Snuff 


Soap and soap powders, perfumery, ae and toilet 
Do., all other kinds 
Spices, pepper, and all seeds. except garden scods 
Spirits and strong waters; for every gallon computed at 
Sykes’ hydrometer proof of spirits of every descripticn 
(except perfumed spirits), including naphtha or methylic 
alcohol purified so as to be potable, and 
preparations containing spirits - 
Do., perfumed, not over proof, computed as sabove ~ 
Do., do. over proof, computed as above - - 
Where a person importing sweetened spirits, liqueurs, 
bitters, and cordials, or other preparations containing 
spirits, in bottle, has entered the same in snch a manner 
as to indicate that the strength is not to be tested - 
Spirits, naphtha, methylie alcohol, methylated spirits, 
methylated ether, and methylated chioroform, passed by 


the Comptroller of Customs as being not aan - 
Starch, of all kinds 
Staves "and headings, white oak - 
Staves of every en description - - - 
. Stearine - - - 7 
Sugar - - 
Tallow, antt-feietion grease, axle grease, and similar com- 
pounds - - - 
Tapioca - - 
Tea 
*Tobaceo, i in leaf, if i in packages containing not less than 
800 Ibs. - 


Per gallon 3°00 


” 0°05 
0°25 

Per 112 Ibs. 0°25 
Per Ib. 0-01 
Per 100 0°04 
Per quart 0°04 
Per pint 0°02 
Each 5°00 
Per barrel 0°50 
Per barrel of 

200 Ibs. } 1700 
Per 100 lbs. 0°35 
Per barrel 0°50 
Per lb. 

” 0-01 
Per head 1°00 
Per 1,000 0°50 
Per pack or 

packs }o 08 
Per Ib. 0°02 
Per 1,000 1-00 
Per Ib. 1°50 

” 0°02 

” 0°00} 

” 0°01 
Per gallon 75 


2° 
Per liquid gallon 3°00 
6°00 


” 


Per gallon 4°00 


0°50 

Per lb. 0°01 

Per 1,000 2-00 

1°50 
Per Ib. 0-013 

0°03 

” 0-01 

0°01 

Per barrel 0°50 

Per lb. 0°12 

0°40 


* Duty on tobacco to be paid on the weight being certified, either by a sworn 
weigher and gauger or otherwise to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of Customs. 
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Articles. | Rate of Duty. 
Dols. 
*Tobacco, in leaf, if in smaller packages - - | Per lb. 0°55 
*Do., manufactured (cigars, cigarettes, and snuff excepted) < 0-90 
Tobacco pipes (clay) - - - - | Per gross 1-00 
Tongues, pickled, dried, or smoked = - - - | Per lb. 0°02 
Turpentine, crude - - - - - | Pergallon ~- 0°50 
Do., spirits of - - - - 0°18 
ine - - - . - - | Per Ib, 0°02 
Varnish and polish, not containing spirits - - | Per gallon 0°18 
Do., containing any quantity of spirits methylated so as — 
not to be potable - - 0°50 
Varnish and polish, containing any quantity of spirits of 
any other kind to pay duty as mixtures or pre- | 
parations containing spirits. See Spirits. 
The article known as International Composition or | 
Rahtjen’s Composition, and any other article which, | 
in the opinion of the Comptroller of Customs, is of | 
a similar kind, to be regarded as varnish and polish | 
containing spirits. 
Vegetables, preserved, in tins - | Per lb. 0°02 


Vinegar, and substitutes for vinegar, containing less than © 
10 per cent. of acetic acid - - - - | Per gallon 0-10 


Vinegar, and substitutes for vinegar, containing 10 per 
cent. and more of acetic acid, and acetic acid - . be 0°60 
Waters, aérated or mineral { reputed pints lo 08 
Wax, beeswax - - - | Per Ib. 0°06 
Do., paraffin and mineral - - - 0°02 
Whitening, except when imported for manure - 0-003 
Wine, the declared value of which is any sum not exceeding 
2 dols. a gallon, and containing less than 26 per cent. of | 
proof spirit as verified by Sykes’ hydrometer :— 
In wood - - - = ~ | Per gallon 0°55 
In bottle od quarts 2°20 
In — | reputed pints }o 55 
Do., of all other descriptions, in wood - - - | Per gallon 0°88 
Do., do., in bottle “repute d quarts }s 20 
Do., do., in bottle { | reputed pints }a 10 
Yeast cakes, and compressed yeast - - - | Per lb. 0°06 


And at these rates upon uny greater or less quantity of © 
such goods, wares, and merchandise respectively. | 


The following articles are exempt from duty :— 

Animals, alive ; to include only cattle which are proved to the 
satisfaction of the Comptroller of Customs to be. imported for 
breeding purposes, mongooses or ichneumons, and poultry. 

Animal charcoal. 

Articles imported for the use of the pilot service of the Colony. 

Articles passed by the Customs authorities as the personal 
baggage of passengers arriving in the Colony from abroad. 

Articles passed by the Comptroller, subject to the sanction of the 
Governor, as imported for the official use of the Consulate of any 


* Duty on tobacco to be paid on the weight being certified, either by a sworn 
weigher or gauger or otherwise to the satisfaction of the Comptroller of Customs. 
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foreign country or place: Provided that a similar privilege in 
respect of similar articles is accorded by the laws and customs of 
such foreign country or place to Her Majesty’s Consulate therein. 

Broken stones and road metal of every description. 

Bullion and coin. 

Cotton seeds. 

Fire engines. 

Fresh fish and turtle. 

Fruits, vegetables, and ground provisions, not preserved, and 
not enumerated in the table of specific duties of Custo.ns. 

Goods, stores, arms, and ammunition imported by order of 
the Government of the Colony. 

Horses, baggage, and furniture of officers in Her Majesty’s 
naval or military service. 

Ice. 

Lime of all kinds. 

Machinery, comprising the following :—Brick and tile-making 
machinery ; iron cane punts, iron bridges, and grating bars; locks 
or sluices for sea defences or water supply ; locomotive engines 
and railway plant ; launches of all kinds. 

Machinery and apparatus and wire for electric lighting. 

Machinery and implements intended for waterworks, tanks, 
and lamp-posts with their appurtenances, paving and kerb stones, 
and draining pipes, and such other machinery, ironwork, or goods 
as may be approved by the Governor-in-Council imported by the 
mayor and town council of Georgetown or of New Amsterdam 
exclusively for their own use. 

Machinery imported for the drainage of land or for use in 
mining operations, or in the mannfacture or preparation of the 
produce of raw materials, or in the manufacture or preparation 
of manures, whether imported for sale or or private account. 

Machinery for sawmills, foundries, and factories of whatever 
kind. 

Machinery for steamboats and barges, and plates, angles, and 
other materials and appliances for the construciiun of sicamboats 
and barges. 

Machinery, retorts, gasometers, and pipes imported for the 
construction of gasworks in the Colony. 

Pans, teaches, tanks, and other vessels imported for use 
exclusively in the manufacture of sugar, or for the storage or 
supply of water. 

Steam boilers, of every description, and steam boiler ;-lntes and 
tubes, and steam ploughs, steam diggers, and steam drevgers, 

Manures, including nitrate of soda, piaster of paris, and 
whiteniny. 

Materials and church furniture specially importe: for any 
place of worship of the Christian religion in the Colonv. 

Packages in which goods are imported, including carboys, 
bottles, and other vessels, except trunks and canisters, .n' except 
hogsheads and puncheons not containing coals, lime, wines, or 
spirits. 
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Patterns and samples, subject to any regulations in that behalf 
made by the Governor-in-Council. 

Photographs and engravings, unframed. 

Printed books not subject to duty under Ordinance No. 14 of 
1851, and manuscripts. 

Printing presses and types, printing paper, and printing ink, 
imported by or directly for the conductor of any newspaper or 

rinting establishment for the exclusive purpose of being used by 
im in the course of his trade. 

Provisions and stores of every description imported by Her 
Majesty’s Government for the use of Her Majesty’s naval or 
military forces. 

Salt. 

Sewing machines. 

Specimens illustrative of natural history ; garden seeds, bulbs 
and roots, trees, plants, vines, and seeds and grains of all kinds 
for propagatior or cultivation. 

Telegraph instruments and other material imported by tele- 
graph companies, and necessary for the construction and use of 
their works, offices, and stations in the colony. 

Uniforms, arms, ammunition, accoutrements, and prizes imported 
by and for the use of Her Majesty’s naval or military forces, or 
the colonial militia, or any volunteer force or rifle association 
sanctioned by the Governor. 

Wines, spirituous liquors, and stores imported by and for the 
use of the Governor. 

All steam and other vessel-, locomotives, carriages, rolling stock, 
rails, and such other material and appliances not herein already 
exempted as the Governor-in-Council considers necessary for the 
construction and maintenance of a railway between the Demerara 
river and Essequebo river in terms of the contract, dated the 11th 
December 1893, made between the Sproston Dock and Foundry 
Company and the Government of this Colony. 

All stores landed from an immigrant vessel for the purpose of 
feeding the immigrants conveyed thereby in terms of contract of 
conveyance, and subsequently certified by the Immigration Agent- 
General to have been so used. 

All materials for use in railways or other special works which 
in the opinion of the Governor-in-Council may be useful in the 
development of the resources of the interior of the Colony. 
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XVII—NEW CUSTOMS TARIFF OF VICTORIA. 


(Continued from page 49 of the July 


number. ) 
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Articles, 


Rate of Duty. 


Confectionery glasses, when not cut, embossed, 
engraved, etched, frosted ground, or sand-blasted 

Connections for pipes (castings) - 

Copper and copperware, being prepared plates for 
engravers and lithographers, silver-plated — 
perforated sheet, rivets, washers ~ 

Copper, sheet, in circles not less than ” inches in 
diameter 

Cordage, being unserviceable when cut into lengths 
of not over three feet, metal cordage, coir yarn - 

Do., (except reaper and binder twine otherwise 
dutiable), viz. :—- 


r rope - 

Omer cordage, including engine packing (not 
being sheet) and penning and 
and spun yarn 

Twine cotton - 

Do., sewing or seaming r of hemp or flax - 

Do., not otherwise enuraerated - - 

Reaper and binder twine and yam made from 
jute, hemp, or flax - - - 

Cordials. See “ Spirits.” 

Corks, cut - - 
Corkscrews (metal) - - - 4 
Corn flour or maize flour - - - 
Do. millet, broom - - - - 
Cornices, in piece (metal) - - 

Cornice hooks (metal) - - - 


ls. per cubic foot.* 
per ton. 


Free. 
Free. 


Free. 
5s. per cwt. 


12s. per cwt. 
Free 


10°/, ad val. 
2d, per Ib. 


8s, per cwt. 


2d. per pint or lb.f 
10 °/, ad val. 
Free, 


Free. 


Do. slides (metal) - - - 3 
Corsets - - - 
Corrugated iron, sheet - 
Cosies - ; - - - | 
Do. do., each blanket being legibly and in- | 
delibly branded with the words “ All cotton,” in 
accordance with regulations to be made by the 
Commissioner of Trade and Customs - - 
Cotton twine - - 2 
Couplings, shaft (metal) - - 
Covering for floors, not otherwise enumerated - 
Cows, live 
Cranks for bicycles, tricycles, vehicles, 
not being brazed or joined with any athe om, - - 
Cream separators, centrifugal 
Cricket nets and netting 
Crowbars - - - - 
Crucibles (metal) - - - - 
Crystals, soda - - 
Culinary essences. See “ Spirits.” «4 
Cnps and boxes, bird seed, when cut, embossed, 
engraved, etched, Soeted, ‘ground, or sand-blasted 
Do. de. (when not cut) 


Free. 
15 “le ad val. 


15 is ad val. 


2l. per ton. 


2s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 
ls. per cubic foot.* 


ie Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 

t Per pint or Jb., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in pro- 
portion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 

t Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 


| 
| | — | 
| 
| 
| | 
| | 
| 
1 
| 
131 | 4d. per lb. 
| 
| 
i | — 
i| 30 °/, ad val. 
| 25°/° ad val. 
i Pree 
Five. 
7 Free. 
i 
Free.t 
: | 25 °/, ad val. 
i 30 °/, ad val. 
| 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 

| Curled hair - - - - - 2d, per \b. 

| Curtain bands (metal) - - - Free. 
Do. chains (metal) .. - - - Free. 
Do. hooks (metal) - . - Free. , 
Do. rings (metal) - - Fr 
Cushions . - - 30 °/, ad 
Custard apples agen) - - Free 


132 Cutlery (except plated and mixed metalware, other- ' 
wise dutiable) —- 10 °/, ad val. 
133 Wns od iron and steel, being tools of trade and 


Free. 
Cycle | lamps and cycle bells - Free. 
Cycles, stampings of all parts of, in the rough or 
partially finished, not being brazed or joimd, with 
any other part - - | Free. 
Cylinders, (castings) hin 8l. per ton 
Dairy refrigerators and separators Free,* 
Damasks, silk, for covering furniture - - Free. 
Danish pots (hollow-ware, iron) Free. 
Date cases (except tin, otherwise dutiable) and 
cards therefor - 20 °/, ad val. 
Decorated tinplates, for manufacturing tinware - 123 oe ad val 
Desks, writing. See “ Bhonieneny” - - . 20 °/, ad val. 
Detonators (metal) - - - Free. 
Diaries . - - - 35 °/, ad nal, 
Digesters (hollow-ware, iron) ~ - Free. 
Diving dresses, including the boots. gloves, and 
helmets for such dresses Free. 
Dog-carts (including 
vehicles on springs or thorough-braces - 6l. each. 
Door fittings, except handles oad plates {metal): - Free. 
Door and window frames ey 5s. each. 
Doors, viz. :— 
Not exceeding 1} in. in thickness - 5s. each. 
Over 1} in. aa not emsenting Wi in. in thiek- 
ness 7s. 6d. 
Over 13 in. in thickness - - ey) 10s. each. 
Drags (including aneni-tent) - - - 401. each. 
Drained peel - 2d, per Ib. 
Drays (including _ second-hand), spring, two- | 
wheeled 20 °/, ad val. 
Dressing boxes or incleding the 
belonging thereto (if any) - 25 °/, ad val. 


Dried and preserved fruits, preserved from decay 
by any process, not ameeed iu sai jars, or 


other vessels 3d. per Ib. 
Drills, breast (metal) Free. 
Drills, being tools (metal) - ‘lo ad val, 
Druggeting - 5°], ad 
Druggeting and carpeting, being felt - - Free 
Drugs, viz. :— 
134 Ammonia, carbonate of - | 2d. per pint or Ib. 
135 Coculus indicus - . - - 1s. per Ib. 
136 Glycerine, pure - - - - 13d. per Ib 
137 Do., crude - - - fiplirs | 3d, per Ib 
138 Ammonia, liquid - - Free. 
139 Chlorodyne - - - - Free. 
140 Morphia - - Free. 
141 Nitrate of silver - - - - Free. 
142 Nux vomica - - - - Free. 
143 Strychnine - - - - Free. 


* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Drugs and chemicals, packed ready for retail sale 
or consumption, including medical compounds 
containing spirits not exceeding the strength of 
proof by Sykes’ hydrometer, and all preparations 
recommended as beneficial for any portion of the 
human or animal body, or the cure or the treat- 
ment of any disease or resicren whatever - 25 °/, ad val. 
Dryers, patent - - per ton. 
144 | Earthenware, being brown ware, yellow or cane 
ware, Rockingham ware, C.C. chambers, C.C. 
bakers’, C.C. pndding bowls, C.C. jellies, brown 
or cane or fireclay medical and sanitary ware, 
earthenware flower pots and saucers, including 
packing, and measuring outside the tian as 
imported - - | 8d. per cubic foot. 
145 | Earthenware, not otherwise enumerated - - | 15 °/, ad val. 
146 | Do., being and telegraphic 
materials Free. 
147 | Eggs . - “4 10 “/, ad val, 
Egyptian and Assyrian asphaltum - - ee. 
Elastic silk stockings, for surgical purposes - Free. 
Electric fittings, viz., arc lamps without globes, 
carbons, incandescent lamps, automatical regis- 
ters, transmitters, or transformers, and storage 
batteries - - - - - Free. 
Electroliers - = - 30 °/, ad val. 
Elm bubs - - - - Free. 
Do., with patented metal bands Free. 
148 Engines, being portable engines, fixed « on a loco- 
motive boiler horizontally, and fitted up with 
wheels and shafts suitable for transport on an 
ordinary road, and patent safety oil engines, used 
as portable or stationary engines - - 15 °/, ad val. 
Do., of all kinds ‘not otherwise enumerated - | 30 °/° ad val. 
Do., traction (metal) - - - | ree. 
Engine packing (not being sheet) - - | 12s. per ewt. 
Engravers’ boxwood - - Free. 
Engravers’ pagans plates (metal) - Free. 
Envelopes 5 °/, ad val. 
Essences and oils, not containing « ree, 
Essences, culinary. See “ Spirits.” 
Essential oils and essences, not containing alcohol - Free. 
149 | Explosives, being fine meal powder, not sporting, in 
bulk and in packages of not less than wes Ibs.each Free. 
150 | Common blasting powder . - Free. 
151 | Powder, sporting - - - - | 3d. per lb 
152 | Other explosives - - - - 1d. per lb. 
Fuse - - - - - | 1d. per coil of 24 ft. 
or less and in propor- 
tion for any greater 
quantity. 
Eyelet machines - - Free.* 
Eyes, shaft (metal) - - - - | Free. 
Fags, silk - - | Free. 
Fancy bags, including the articles _belongin 
thereto (if any) - - - | 25 °/, ad val 
153 | Fancy goods - -| 10 °/, ad val. 
154 | Fancy goods, being artificial flowers . =| Free. 
Fancy shirtings, woollen manufactures or manufac- | 
tures containing wool, being piece goods, and all 
portions of piece goede not made up, enmniang 
sik - - - 15 °/, ad val. 


* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Fasteners, seat (metal) - - - - Free. 
155 | Feathers, for ornamental purpose - 25 °/, ad val. 
Felt Con in hickory—free) 6d. 100. 
e cal a ruggeting) - 
156 | Felt Free. 
Felts and wire-cloth used in the manufacture of 
paper and for felting Free. 
Felting machinery, including wire cloth and felts - Free.* 
Fibrous material, machinery for carding, spinning, 
weaving, and finishing the manufacture of and 
cards for such mechinery - Free.* 
Files, bill - - - 35 °/, ad val. 
157 | Fillets, line, for bookbinders 10 °/, ad val. 
Finger joints used in anaagge building, plated or 
mixed metal - Free. 
Firearms (metal) - - - - 
Firebars (castings) - - per ton 
Fire bricks - ae . - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Fireclay goods, not otherwise enumerated - - 20 °/, ad val 
Fireclay, or brown or cane, medical and sonliony 
wate (earthenware) - - - 8d. eubic foot.f 
Firelumps - - - 0 °/, ad val, 
158 | Fireworks - 20 ad val. 
Fish and meats, potted ; and meats, fish, soups, 
and vegetables, extracts of, or concentrated - 20 °/,, ad val. 


Do., preserved, not or dried, or in 
brine 

Fish oil, of all sorts in bulk - 

Fish globes, when cut, embossed, engraved, etched, 
' frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - 

Do., when not cut, embossed, engraved, etched, 
frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - - 

Fittings : 

Door, except handles and plates (metal) -  - 

Iron, screwed for wrought-iron pipes - 

For pipes and aon, not otherwise enumerated 
(metal) 

Gas meters, internal, when imported i in parts not 
put together (metal) 

Gate (metal) except hecbendaye, . strap and 
T-hinges - 

Ships’ - 

Window (metal), except ‘shutters, blinds, poles, 
and cornices > 

Flannels, woollen manufactures or manufactures } 
containing wool, being piece goods not other- 
wise enumerated, and all gestions of ans gts 
not made up 

do., being piece ‘goods and all portions of 
piece goods not made up, printed and coloured 
all over (but not plain wale, plein blued, or 
Shetland flannels) - 

Flasks and bottles (except for aérated waters), when 
cut, embossed, engraved, etched, frosted, guan, 
or sand-blasted - 

Do., do., when not cut, embossed, engraved, etched, 
frosted, ground, or sand-blasted - 


2d. per pint or lb. 
Free. 


2s. 6d. per cubic foot.f 
1s. per cubic foot.ft 


Free. 
Free. 


30 °/, ad val. 
Free. 


Free. 
Free. 


Free. 


30 °/, ad val.; and on 
and after Ist ‘January 
1898, 25 °/, ad val. 


15°), ad val. 


2s, 6d. per cubic foot.t 


1s. per cubic foot.t 


* Exemption of machines does not apply to the motive power thereof (if any). 

t Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 

t Per pint or Ib., or repnted package of that quantity or weight, and so in propor- 
tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 


93193. 


D 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Floor cloth, oil and other (except coir ont ue 
matting, “otherwise dutiable) = - 15 ‘| ad val. 
Floor covering, not otherwise enumerated - 15 ip ad val. 
159 | Floor mats and “- of all kinds, not otherwise 
enumerated - 30 °/,, ad val. 
Flooring boards, dressed or planed - - | 1s. 6d. per 100 sup. ft. 
Flour, corns - - 2d, per pint or 1b.t 
Flour dressing, silk for - - - 
Flower pots and saucers (earthenware) yos - 8d. per ee foot.* 
Flowers, artificial. - Free. 
Fly traps (zlassware), when cut, embossed, en- 
graved, etched, frosted, ground, or eprmeneerart 2s. 6d. per cubic foot.* 
Do., do., when not cut, &c., &c. - 1s. per cubic foot.* 
Forms (bound or unbound), printed, ruled, or en- 
graved. See also “Stationery ” - 35 °/, ad val. 
Fountains or tea kitcheners iron) » Free.? | 
Frames, door and. window 5s. each. 
Do., woodenware - - - - 25 °/, ad val. 
French pots (hollowware, iron) - . - Free. 
160+ | Frilling, ruffling, plaitings, ruchings 25°°/; ad val. 
Fringes, silk, for furniture -- - - ‘Bree. | 
161 | Fruits, dried and from decay 
process -. 8d. per lb. 
Do. and vegetables, preserved (not dried) packed 
in bottles, jars, or other vessels, as und } 
162 »and overa pint - - - 6s. per dozen. 
163 Pints, and over half a pint - - - 3s. per dozen. 
164 Half pints and smaller sizes - - ls. 6d. per dozen. 
165 Over a quart and not exceeding a gallon - 18s. per dozen. 
166 Do,, boiled or partly boiled, or pulp - - . per Ib. 
167 | Do., green, being oranges or lemons - - - 9d. per bushel. 
168 | Do., not otherwise enumerated - - - 1s. 6d. per bushel. 
169 Do., green, being bananas, guavas, s, olives, 
pineapples, paw paw apples, custard apples, 
Japanese date plums (persimmons) - - Free. 
- | Frying pans (hollowware, iron) - - - Free. 
170 | Fur, being hatters’ quange - - Free. 
171 | Do., hatters’ 25 °/,, ad val. 
172 | Do. skins, dressed or poopared for making 2d. per lb. 
metals, used in the making Up 
ree. 
173 ne including second-hand (including all articles 
of farniture made of metal or wicker) - 30 °/, ad val. 
174 | Furniture, being second-hand, accompanyiug any 
passenger, which has been in such passenger's 
own use, up to 50/. in value, and which is not 
imported for sale Free. 
Do., cabin, being passenger's baggage - Free. 
Do., materials for covering— 
Damasks, silk - - - - - Free. 
| Repsysilk- - Free. | 
| Other material,silk - - - Free. 
| Plush, cut up into sizes or lengths - - | Free.t 
Fringes for, containing silk - - - | Free. 
| Gimp for, containing silk - . - | Free. 
| ‘Tassels for, containing silk - ~ - | Free. 


* Including packing (measuring outside the package as imported). 

+ Per pint or Ib., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in proper- 
tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 

t Cut up into sizes or lengths for covering furniture under regulations to be made 


by the Commissioner of Trade and Customs. 
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No. ' Articles. Rate of Duty. 
Furniture - - - 20 ad val 
Do. paste - - - 20 ad val. 
Do. springs - 10 °/, ad: val. 

175 | Galvanised screws (metal) - Free. 
Do. wire netting, machine ane’ - - Free. 
Gasaliers - - - 30 °/, ad val 
Gas and blacksmiths’ tongs 30.°/, ad val. 
Gas meters, internal fittings of, when imported in in 

parts not put together Free. 
Gate fittings (metal), ennagt hook ana: eye strap, 
and T hinges - free. 

176 | Gelatine - - - - 6d. per Ib. 
Gimp pins (metal) - - Free. 
Gimp, silk, for furniture - - i Free. 
Girder iron, H-rolled - - - - 3/. per ton. 
Girths, not otherwise dutiable - - - 35 °/, ad val. 
Glass, viz. :— 

177 Bent 30 °/, ad val. 

178 Bevelled - - - - 380 °/, ad val. 

179 - Heraldic 30 °/, ad val. 

180 | Silvered - - 30 °/, ad val. 

181 Corners, cut, bevelled, or ‘engraved’ - 30 °/, ad val 


182 _—‘ Panes, prisms, and all other framed with metal - 80 °/,, ad val. 
183 Sand-blasted, enamelled, embossed, etched, cut - 80 °/, ad val. 
Glassware, being— 

184 Globes for lights - -) 
185 Chimneys for lights - | When cut, embossed, 

186 Fish globes - . engraved, etched, 2s. 6d. per cubic 


187 Confectionery glasses frosted, ground, or foot.* 

188 Cake glasses - - sand-blasted - 

189 Propagating glasses - 

190 Lird-seed hm and oye > 

191 Fly-traps - When not cut, em- 

192 Telegraph glassware - bossed, engraved, 

193 Bottles (except for aérated etched, _ frosted, ls. per cubic foot*: 


waters) and flasks - ground, or sand- 
194 Jars—jam, fruit, and blasted 


serving - 
195 Bottles for aérated ‘waters - - - | 6d. per cubic foot. 
196 | Glassware, not otherwise enumerated - 25 °/, ad val. 


197 | Do., being locket, brooch, watch glasses, and 
optical, surgical, scientific, scientific instruments, 
and photographic matantala, and syphon bottles 


for aérated waters - - Free. 
198 | Glasses. See Glassware. | 
199 | Globes, school, mounted | Free. 
Glove boxes and cases, including the articles 
belonging thereto (if any) - - - | 25 “[e ae ad val. 
200 Gloves, india-rubber - - - 
201 | Do. (kid or leather) - - - 20 ep. a val, 
202 | being other than kid or leather Free. 
Do., forming part of diving dresses - - - Free. 

Glucose 6s. 6d. per ewt. 
203 | Glue, liquid, and liquid om and cements - - 20 °/, ad val. 
204 | Glue - - 2d. per Ib. 

luepots chollowware, inom) - Free. 
ee pure - - - 13d. per Ib. 
- - 4d. per Ib 
Gola leat - - 20 °/,, ad val. 
Gold, plate of - - - - 8s. per oz. troy. 


* Cut up into sizes or lengths for covering furniture under regulations to be made 


by the Commissioner of Trade and Custoins. 
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No. Articles. Rate of Duty.. 
Goloshes or overshoes “- - . - | 4s. per dozen pairs. 
fancy - 10 °/, ad val. 
Do., do., being artificial flowers - - - Tee. 
Goods, fire-clay, not otherwise enumerated - 20 °/, ad val. 
205 | Do., wares and merchandise imported for the supply 
of Her Majesty’s land or sea forces, or for pd 
use of Her Majesty’s Government : Free. 
Grain, viz. :— 
206 Oats and barley - - . - 3s. per cental, 
207 Maize, peas, beans, wheat oyna te - | 2s. 11d. per cental. 
Prepared, viz. :— 
208 Barley, pearl and Scotch - - 7s. 6d. per cental. 
209 Oatmeai_ - - 9s. per cental. 
210 Maizena, maize flour, or corn n flour - | 2d. per pint or Ib.* 
211 t 7 - | 4s. 6d. per bushel. 
212 | Grain and pulse of every kind, not otherwise 
enumerated, when prepared or in any way 
inanufactured - - - - - 5s. per cental. 
213 | Grain and pulse of every kind, not otherwise 
enumerated - - . - 2s. per cental. 
214 | Grape mills and stemmers - - - - ree. 
Green fruits, being oranges or lemons - - 9d. per bushel, 
Do., do., bananas, gauvas, mangoes, olives, pine- 
apples, paw paw apples, custard 
date plums (persimmons) Free. 
Grease, antifriction :— 
215 In tins - - 4l. per ton. 
216 Not otherwise enumerated 3l. per ton. 
Grey.or coloured blankets containing wool, but not 
of white body  - ~ 15 °/, ad val. 
Gridirons iron) - - Free. 
Guavas, green - - - Free. 
Gum and india-rubber boots : - - Free. 
Gum, liquid - - - .20 °/, ad val. 
217 | Gun cartridges, fillea - - - - 20 °/, ad val. 
Gunnies - - - Free. 
H-rolled girder and channel i iron - - 31. per ton 
218 Hair, articles of artificial human hair, manufagtured, 
viz. :— 
Head-dresses, hair plaits, plait 
pads, chignons 25 °/, ad val. 
219 | Do., curled - 2d. per Ib. 
Do., plaits (articles ‘of artificial human hair, manu- 
factured) 25 °/, ad val. 
Do., plait stems (articles of artificial human hair, 
manufactured) - - - 25 °/, ad val 
Hames, metal - ree. 
Do. (plated and mixed metalware) - - Free, 
Do., wooden - . - 25 °/, ad val. 
mae ase napping, spalling, and quartz - - 30 °/, ad val. 
, Steam, being machine tools (metal) = 20 °/, ad val. 
and ry netting - - 25 °/, ad val. 
220 | Hams - - - - 2d. per Ib. 
Hand screws (metal) . ree. 
Handbags, iockaling the articles belonging Gane 
(if any) 25 ‘lo ad val. 
221 | Handkerchiefs, whether made t up or in the piece - 10 oP ad val. 
222 | Do., being of cotton or linen only - - - Free. 
Do. boxes or cases, including the wtiaies belonging 
thereto (if any) - - - | 25 °/, ad val. 


* Per pint or lb., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in propor- 


tion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 


| 
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230 
231 
232 
233 


234 


No. 


Articles. 


Rate of Duty. 


Handle ends for bicycles, tricycles, and similar 
vehicles, not being Renaed or pane with ony 
other part 

, door, used i in carriage building (plated or or 
mixed metal) 

Do., trunk (metal) ’ - 

Hausom safety cabs Cinelading second-hand) - 

Do. (undressed logs of the size of 9 inches equare 
or larger) 

Harmoniums (including second-hand) - 

Harness. See “ Leatherware” - 7 

Do., polishing and paste - - 

Do., mountings (plated or mixed metal) - 

Hats, printed labels for 

Hat nets - - - 

Hats, caps, and bonnets, viz. :— 

and caps, cloth, sewn, and not we any 
foundation or frame - - 


Hats, children’s, boys’, men’ ’8, OF women’s, 
women’s felts, boys’ and men’s, with a calico or 
other foundation or frame, and covered - L 


Do. or helmets of pith - 
Do., straw, chip, willow, tape, and braid . 
Do., caps, and bonnets, all other - 
Hat and bonnet shapes . ~ 
Hats, miners’ safety - - - 
Hatters’ fur - 
Do., being mungo - - - 
Hatters’ silk plush 
Head dresses (articles of artificial human hair, 
manufactured ) - 
Heels, wooden, for boots - - 
Heifers, live - 
Heirlooms,* which hove been in use and which 
have been left by will to, or inherited by, the 
importer, provided that ‘such articles are not 
imported for sale, and that the intrinsic value 
thereof does not exceed 75 per centum of the 
value of new articles of a similar description - 
Helmets, forming pest of dresses 
Do., of pith - - 
Hessians - - - 


Do., bleached or coloured - - 
Brattice cloth - 
Canvas, being tarpaulin, navy, 
and other canvas 
Hinges (metal), except and. eye, strap, and 
Hives, bee, wooden 
Holders, cigar and cigarette, | cases for - - 
Do., cigar and cigarette - - - 
Hollowware, i iron, being oval boilers, camp ovens, 
digesters, kettles ; brazing, fry, maslin, preserv- 
ing, sauce, and stew pans; Danish, French glue, 
oval, plumbers’ stock, and three- -legged pots ; 
tea kitcheners or fountains, and gridirons . 


Free. 


Free. 
each. 
8s. per 100 sup. ft. 


8s. per dozen. 
Made of wool, 
11. 4s. per dozen. 
Made of other material, 
11. 10s. per dozen. 
per dozen. 
r dozen. 
ad val. 
°/, ad val. 
1s. per dozen. 


Free. 

25 °/, ad val. 
Free. 
Free. 

25 °/, ad val. 
Free. 

11. 10s. per head. 


Free. 

Free. 
1l. per dozen. 
10 °/, ad val. 

e. 


Free. 

Free. 

Free. 
25 °/, ad val. 


25 of ad val. 
25 °/, ad val. 


Free. 


Honey’ - - 


2d. per pint or lb.t 


(To be continued.) 


* Heirlooms shall mean and include all articles that have been in the possession 
of the sender or any deceased relative for a period of not less than five years. 
+ Per pint or lb., or reputed package of that quantity or weight, and so in pro- 
portion for any such reputed quantity or weight. 
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Free, 
81. each. 
80°), ad val. 
| 25 “fg ad val, 
| 80°, ad val. 
| 25 °° ad val. 
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XVIII.—TARIFF CHANGES AND CUSTOMS 
REGULATIONS. 


Russia. 


Proposed new classification of Articles in the Customs Tariff. 


According to the “ Gazette de St. Pétersbourg,” M. V. Pokrovsky, 
Chief of the Statistical Section of the Russian Customs, will lay 
before the Congress of Trade and Industry, assembled at Nijni- 
Novgorod, a new plan of classification of merchandise, in order to 
simplify the grouping of statistics of trade and traffic. 


New Custom Houses at Riga and Libau. 


The Commission appointed to examine the question of opening 
new offices of customs at Reval, Riga, and Libau, has finished its 
labours. The offices at Riga and Libau will be opened on the 
1st September next. 


Tariff Classifications. 


Note.—Poud =36 Ibs. avoirdupois. Rouble (gold) =3s, 2d. 


A despatch,dated 14th July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir Nicholas O’Conor, Her Majesty’s Ambassador at 
St. Petersburg, stating that the Department of Customs has 
notified the following classification of goods under the Russian 
Customs tariff :— 

Magnesium filings are to be cleared under point 1 of section 
143 of the Tariffs. Duty, 2°50 roubles, gold, per poud. 

A farther despatch, dated 16th July, notifies that under section 
215, point 2, manufactured articles of celluloid are alone to be 
cleared (Duty, 40 copecks, gold, per poud), and not celluloid in 
sheets or plates, even though polished, which are dutiable under 
section 68, as material for manufactures. (Duty, 3 roubles, gold, 
per poud.) 


Norway. 


Alterations in the Norwegian Customs Tariff. 


The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
a: despatch from Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Christiania, 
enclosing copies of an official notice, embodying a statement of the 
ulterations made in the tariff of Norway. 


| 
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The following is a translation of the list of alterations :— 


Tariff Rates English 
Tariff Classification. of Duty. - Equivalents. 


Alcohol of all kinds :— Kr, dre 2s. d. 
Obs. 2. When alcohol (including ether, ‘em 
naphtha, acetic ether, ether spirituosus, 
and other alcoholic ethers, as well as 
spirit varnish, is rendered unfit for use as 
beverage by mixture with certain other 
materials, or when satisfactory guarantee 
is given that such alcohol will not be used 
for drinking purposes, the Customs De- 
partment is authorised to permit its 
importation at the following reduced 
rates, viz. 
(a.) Alcohol - - - | Litre 
(6.) Ether and spirit varnishes - - | Kilog. 
Mushrooms, truffles, and other edible fungi - * 
Animals, prepared meats, &c. : 
Il. Comestibles : 
(c.) Poultry, dead - - - » O 25 | Cw 014-1 
Seeds : 


(6.) Timothy, seed - © 10 0 5 7 
(c.) Clover seed - 0 20 Oll 4 
(d.) Other kinds not specially taiffed - Free Free 
Percussion caps, all kinds - - Free Free 

Glass and glasswares : 

(3.) Patent glass, skylight glass, milkpans, 
fishing net floats, for 
and pickling - Free Free 

Vegetables and market garden produce, , 
edible : 

(1.) Fresh or salted, including weight of 

packing : 

(c.) Asparagus, and arti- 

chokes - -/| Kilog. 0 30 | 0 

(d.) Other - - 0 05 0 

Honey - - - 0 40 1 
Buttons : 

(1.) Covered with ey or thread pay as 
trimmings - 

(2.) Of gold, silver, or platinum, pay as 
other wares of these metals - _ 

(8.) Other kinds as well as button shapes, 
including the weight of the accompanying 
paper, paste board, boxes, and the like - | Kilog. 0 50 | 


ooo 


Gunpowder, cartridges, fireworks - - Free | Free 
Spices :— 
(1.) Cloves and clove nla, ome or 


(2.) Allspice, pimento, anise, ae anise, 
pepper (other than cayenne pepper), ne 
these-ground or unground - ” 0 40 

(3.) Ginger (not preserved), cinnamon, 
cassia lignea, cinnamon flowers, and 
cinnamon chips, these or un- 
ground - - | 

Metals: 
II. Manufacturers : 


| 
| 
unground Kilog. 0 25 014 1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


% 216 6 


(A.) Of various metals: 

(13.) Tools and implements for pur- 
poses of handicraft, or for use in 
manufactures or agriculture, or for 
sailors, so far us not included under 
other tariff headings, with or without 
handles, portholes for steamers - Free Free 
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Tariff Rates English 


Tariff Classification. of Duty. | Equivalents. 


| Kr. Gre. | £3. d. 
(C.) Iron : 
(6.) Ships’ anchors, chains, cables, blocks, 
grapnels, pulleys, and hooks - - Free | Free 
(8c.) Wire netting, wire rope, and barbed 
fence wire - - - | 
(G.) Aluminium copper, brass, bronze, Ger- 
man silver, and other metals alloyed with | 
| 
| 
| 
| 


Free | Free 


copper: 

(1.) Plates, sheets, bolts, washers and rings, 
sieve bottoms, bars, gauze and unpolished | 
tubes and blocks, also cartridge cases and 
copper materials for the same - - | 

III. Metallic combinations such as metallic 
oxides, sulphides, chlorides, bromides, 
iodides, and cyanides, metallic alloys and | 
amalgams, all these so far as not men- 1 
tioned under other tariff headings - - Free | Free 

Skins and hides: 

(B.) Without the hair: 

Untanned and unprepared, salted - - Free 

[Oxide of tin and tin-ash—this tariff heading 
is struck out.] 

Potato meal, starch and dextrine, including 

weight of interior packing - - - | Kilog. 0 10 | Cwt. 0 5 7% 


Free Free 


Free 


GERMANY. 
Transport of used clothing, §e. from Russia to Germany. 


A communication, dated 8th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Wilfred Powell, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Stettin, transmitting an extra notice published in the “ Amtsblatt,” 
with respect to the prohibition of import into or transport of any 
used clothing, body or bed linen, and of travellers’ luggage, or 
goods removing from Russia to or through Germany. 

This prohibition is now rescinded. 


BELGIUM. 


Relief from Excise Duty of Alcohols for Industrial Purposes. 


A despatch, dated 19th July, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Brussels, enclosing extract from the “ Moniteur Belge” containing 
the following decree of 18th July last, relating to the respective 
amounts of relief from excise duty granted for certain classes of 
alcohol intended for industrial purposes, which is to repiace the 
decree of June 20th. 
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Relief from excise duty is granted :— 

1. At the rate of 36 francs for alcohol destined to be made into 
vinegar. 

2. At the rate of 64 francs for alcohol employed in the 
manutacture of hats, varnish, collodion aniline dyes, and fulminate 
of mercury for cartridges. 


FRANCE. 


Surtazxes on Foreign Sugars. 

A despatch, dated lst August, has been received at the Board 
of Trade from the Foreign Office, enclosing extracts from the 
“Journal Officiel” containing the following Presidential Decree 
with regard to the surtaxes to be levied on sugars imported into 
France from other countries from the Ist August 1896 :— 


Frs.cts. 
Raw sugars of European origin or imported from European | 
Refined and similar sugars other than candied (genera 
tariff) - - - - - ”» 16°00 
Do., do. (minimum tariff) - - | 12°00 
Candied sugars (general tariff) - - - - | » 30°80 


Per 100 kilogs. 10°50 


Do., do. (minimum tariff) - 25°80 


Tariff Decisions. 

The following decisions recently given by the French Customs 
have been received at the Board of ‘Trade :— 

Lard, mixed with oil, with or without the addition of tallow 
cannot be classed under “ alimentary fats” (graisses alimentaires), 
it not being made up to present the outward appearance of butter. 
‘‘Bromoform ” and “ Santonine” are no longer to be classed 
amongst chemical products in the manufacture of which alcohol 
has been used. Santonine will be classed under the second 
paragraph of Art. 282; and bromoform will pay the same duty 
as bromine. 

Cylindrical recipients of iron or steel which are used for the 
carriage of liquid carbonic acid and compressed gases are classed 
as “ Frigorific apparatus” weighing less than 250 kilogs. (No. 
527 bis). 


FRANCE.— MADAGASCAR. 


Preferential Treatment of French Goods imported into 
Madagascar, 


The “ Journal Officiel ” of the 8th August last, states that the 
following regulations have been published by the Minister for the 
Colonies :— 


French products imported into Madagascar from France 
or a French Colony will be admitted free of duty. 
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Such merchandise must be accompanied by passavants drawn 
up by the adininistration of the French Customs at the port of 
departure, showing that it is of French origin or has become 
French by the payment of duties. 

Merchandise sent from France for temporary importation will 
be admitted into Madagascar free of duty until such time as the 
Customs regulations shall be definitely fixed, and until that time 
all merchandise of foreign origin shall continue to pay a duty of 
10 per cent. ad valorem, 


SPAIN. 


Commercial Relations with Germany. 


A despatch, dated 10th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Madrid, enclosing copy of extract translated from 
the “Gaceta de Madrid” of 10th July last, containing a decree 
of the Ministry of Finance as follows :— ; 

“ The Government is authorised to apply the second column of 
the existing Customs Tariff of the Peninsula, and of those of the 
Islands of Cuba and Porto Rico, without further benefits to 
products of the soil and industry of the German Empire; pro- 
vided always that said nation levies, without the surtax which at 
present is imposed on certain goods, on products of Spain and 
colonies the import duties stipulated in the General Customs 
- tariff.” 

A further desputch has been received at the Foreign Office 
from Sir H. Drummond Wolff, stating that the decree referred to 
above was to be put into force on the 25th July last, both as 
regards the Peninsula and the Spanish colonies. 


ITALY. 


Tariff Classification. 

According to a Ministerial Notice published in the “ Bollettino 
di Notizie Commerciali,” “ Mildiol,” for tariff purposes is assimi- 
lated to “Creoline” and is to pay duty under “ Drugs, not 
denominated (non-alcoholic),” according to No. 69 of the Customs 
tariff. 


AvstTrRIiA Hungary. 


New Sugar Tax and Sugar Bounties Law. 
A despatch, dated 30th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir Edmund Monson, Her Majesty’s 
Ambassador at Vienna, enclosing translation of the text of the 
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new law regarding the tax on inland sugar and the increase of 
the sugar bounties, as follows :— 

1. The tax on consumed sugar fixed by Article I. of the Sugar 
‘Act of 20th June 1888, at 11 florins for every 100 kilos. net of 
beet atid cane sugar in whatever state of refinement; with the 
‘exdeption of ‘such syrups as are unfit for human use is now raised 
to 13 florins. | 

2. The maximum of the amount given in bounties, which was 
fixed at five million florins by the first paragraph of Article ITI. 
of the above-mentioned Sugar Act for sugars exported within a 
certain period from Austria Hungary, is raised to nine millions, 
so that the manufacturers of the class of sugar described in 
Article I. will only have to refund to the Imperial Treasury any 
amount over and above the nine millions, in the same manner as 
prescribed in Article 3 of the above-mentioned Sugar Act. 

3. This law comes into force as to Article I. on the day of 
its publication; as to Article II. on Ist August 1896, and is to 
become void on 31st July 1897. 

«4, The carrying out of this law is entrusted to the Minister of 
Finance. 

A further despatch from Sir Edmund Monson, dated 7th July 
last, reports that the new sugar law has received the Imperial 
“sanction and was promulgated on the 5th July last. 


RouMANIA. 


Customs Tariff. 


According to the “ Bulletin Commercial” the Roumanian 
Minister of Finance has invited the Chambers of Commerce of the 
Kingdom to examine the articles of the Customs Tariff from the 
point of view of— 

1. The nomenclature of the merchandise. 

2. Classification of same. 

3. From the point of view of protection of national production. 

The ministerial circular also asks :— 


(a.) What are the native industries which have been main- 
tained and developed under the existing tariff ? 

(b.) What are those that cannot thrive on account of 
insufficient protection ? 

(c.) What are the manufactured articles on which the import 
duty should be raised, and to what extent ? 

(d.) What are the raw materials on which the import duties 
should be lowered, and in what proportion ? 

(e.) What are the articles on which the duty might be lowered 
somewhat, without injuring the production of the country ? 

The minister asks that replies to these questions should be 
based on statistics and actual facts, 
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Reduction of Duties in Half per cent. Tariff. 


A despatch, dated 8th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir G. H. Wyndham, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Bucharest, enclosing a translation of a Royal Decree taken 


23rd June 
from the “ Moniteur Official” of the “Sth July ” authorising, on 


the proposal of the Minister of Public Works, the reduction of 
the duties levied under the half per cent. tax on certain goods 
imported by sea into Roumania. 

These reductions have been obtained at the instance of the 
French minister, Count d’Aubigny, and it is understood that in 
return the quotation of Roumanian loans will be admitted on the 
Paris Bourse. 


The table of modifications is as follows :— 


TasBLE of ARTICLES modified in PER Cent. TARIFF 
annexed to the Roratn Dercrer, No. 2,982 of June 22, 


1896. 
Lei=100 Bani=1 Franc. 
Half per 
No. of k Cent. Tax on 
Description of Goods. Importation 
Article and 
Exportation. 
Per 100 kilos, 
Lei. Bani. 
48 | Rice - Oo 15 
66 | Refined suger in loaves, i in 5 plots 4 or pounded, or “candied 
sugar Oo 20 
67 | Raw sugar, unrefined, fruit glucose, sugar syrups - Oo 15 
69 | Raw coffee of whatever quality - - 1 0 


83 | Wines of all kinds and derivatives of wines, in whatever 
kind of receptacles, except in bottles or jars - -| 0 40 
84 | Do. do. do. in bottles or jars - 0 
92 | Potted meat, game, fish, lobster, oysters, &e. in tut, oil, or 
vinegar 1 25 
150 of ( (bitter ole, salts, and seidlitz 
07 
204 Vogetable oils of all kinds, boiled or ‘not, but unmixed $ 
with other materials - - 
205 | Olive oil - - 
234 Tanned skins, fine iene as well as oor or goat skins, 
called “ castor,” &c. kid (Chevreau glacée) glazed or 
gilded ; skins for gloves, calf-skins glazed, polished, or 
varnished; scented skins called “ Russia leather,” 
parchment and vellum, goffered skins, all these skins 
coloured or not, also morocco leather coloured; in 
general all other fine leathers, coloured, polished, or 
varnished, and even gilded or silvered - 9 0 
323 | Woven cotton tissues and stuffs mixed with silk up to 
20 per cent. of the weight - 10 0 
$24 | Cotton articles of hosiery mixed with silk up to 20 per 
cent. of the weight finished off but not sewn 9 
337 | Made-up cotton stuffs = - - 7 50 


oo 
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No. of 


Article. 


Description of Goods. 


Half per 
Cent. Tax on 


Exportation. 


347 


348 


419 


420 
489 


490 


491 
507B 


—— paper, music paper, paper for book-binding, 
marbled or moroccoed, thin paper, cigarette paper, silk 
or satin paper, paper called ‘‘ China paper ”’ or “ Chalk 

paper,’’ paper prepared for photographs and for different 
chemical uses, oiled paper, waxed paper, &c. for tracing, 
blotting paper of all kinds, paper for filtering, payee 
gummed on cloth, and asbestos paper ~ 

Fine paper, including paper with initials, monograms, 
emblems, or any kind of arabesques and ornaments, 
whether these be printed in reliet or stamped in what- 
ever colours, and even gilded, silvered, or bronzed, 
papers with silk or lace edges, goffered or scolloped 
(découpé & l’emporte-pidce) ; paper in sheets or in small 
pieces (borders, corners, &c.) for paper articles and 
cardboard work, paper guinmed on silk, parchment 
paper of all kinds, paper called ‘China pepe” or 
“ Dutch paper,” canvas paper - - 

Wall papers of all kinds and sorts - - - 


rette paper in small books - - - 


Sand, powder, and clay of different kinds . - 

China of all kinds, white or coloured in one or many 
colours, printed or not, gilded or not, silvered or _ 
plain or with designs or ornaments in relief —- 

Looking-glasses, of which neither of the two dimensions 
exceed 30 centimetres - 

Looking-glasses, of which both dimensions or only one 
exceed 30 centimetres - - - - ~ 

Articles of entirely white or coloured glass, blown, turned, 
pressed but unpolished, unengraved, uncut, unorna- 
mented, without drawings or designs, ungilded, un- 
silvered, and not combined with other materials - 

Articles of glass of whatever colours, polished, e ved, 
cut, ornamented, with drawings or designs, gilded, sil- 
vered, whether combined or not wh other ordinary 
materials 

Fancy glass articles of whatever kind - - 

Articles of tin and sheet-iron, tinned, galvanized, or 
coppered, unpainted, unvarnished, combined or not 
with wood - : 

Articles of tin and sheet iron, painted, varniahed, 
lacquered, ornamented with pictures, or even gilded or 
silvered, combined or not with other materials, except 
tortoise-shell, ivory, and precious 
metals - - - 

Articles of sheet-iron enamelled - - 

Silver coins, not being legal tender in Roumania a te 


Per 100 kilos, 
Lei. Bani. 


1 0 
1 
Prohibited. 


UnitED STATES, 


Customs Decisions, 


The following decisions relating to the classification of articles 
in the Customs tariff and the application of the Customs Jaws of 


Importation 
| and 
| 
| 
356 Ciga 
409 | 
| 0 90 
414 
415 
| 1 60 
418 
|| 
1 25 
| 1 75 
0 
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the United States have recently been given by the authorities 
in that country. 
«Coloured figured cotton cloths with bleached groundwork, 
consisting of open and fancy woven cotton cloths, known variously 
as Madras muslin, figured muslin, and spot muslin, some of which 
are bleached and ornamented with figures of various designs 
produced+in the process of weaving and composed of threads of 
different colours, and some tinted or coloured, with white or 
bleached figures. woven therein, are classified as coloured cotton 
cloths and, assessed for duty respectively, at. 34 cents and 
4} cents per square yard, under the appropriate provisions in 
paragraphs 253 and 254 of the Act of August 28th, 1894, 
according to;count of threads, value, Wc. 

Bone dust is dutiable at 25 per cent. ad valorem, under the 
provision in paragraph 352 of the same Act. 

Ornamental hairpins, composed of metal and glass, metal the 
component material of chief value, are dutiable at 25 per cent., 
ad valorem, as hairpins. 

Photograph frames. These consist of photograph frames 
arranged to hold two photographs, the front and back being 
joined together with brass hinges. One of the surfaces. of these 
frames is covered with a sheet of celluloid, which has printed ‘in 
colours and embossed thereon certain floral designs;.the other 
surface and the ‘interior of the frame is covered with surface- 
coated paper, made to imitate leather. The remainder of the 
frame is composed of paper, cotton glass, and metal. Paper being 
the component material of chief value in the above-mentioned 
frames they are assessed at 20 per cent, ad valorem, under the 
provisions of paragraph 313. Dian 

Printed felt squares, pieces of wool felt about 24 inches square, 
and having printed or stencilled thereon certain fancy designs, 
landscapes, or human figures, probably intended for covers for 
ottomans or to be used on, furniture, are dutiable under the 
provisions of paragraph 283, Act of August 28th, 1894, at 
50 per cent., ad valorem. oss 

Chenille yarn composed of wool and cotton is dutiable at 
40 per cent., ad valorem, in accordance with the provisions of 
paragraph 283 of the present Act. 

Raffia braids, composed of straw, aad designed for and intended 
to be used in the manufacture of baskets, and not of hats, bonnets 
or hoods, are assessed for duty as “ manufacture: of grass” at 
25.per cent., ad valorem, under the provisions of paragraph 352 
of the Tariff Act of August 1894. i 

Silk ruchings are entitled to entry at 45 per cent., ad valorem, 
under paragraph 302 of Act of 1894. 

French dimities, consisting of bleached cotton cloths, woven 
with raised figures producrd by means of the Jacquard or other 
automatic attachment, and further ornamented with coloured 
stripes or figures, either yarn dyed or printed ; the threads thereof 
being easily countable by unraveling or other practicable means, 
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containing over 150 and not exceeding 209 threads to the square 
inch, counting the warp and filling; and known commercially as 
“French dimities,” and not as “cotton damask,” are dutiable at 
45 per cent., ad valorem, under paragraph 347, Act of October lst, 
1890. 

Metal and paper skeletons are liable to duty as manufactures 
of metal at 35 per cent., ad valorem, under the same paragraph, 
and not as toys. 

Laces ‘of horsehair and cotton are dutiable at 50 per cent., 
ad valorem, under paragraph 286 of the Act of August 28th, 
1894. 

Thin wire composed of copper or brass or some other soft metal 
coated or plated with silver or nickel, and intended for use in the 
manufacture of strings for musical instruments, if thicker than 
No. 8 or its equivalent, No. 26, Stubbs standard English wire 
gauge, is dutiable at 35 per cent., ad valorem, under paragraph 
177 of the same Act. 

Silk table covers embroidered are liable to duty at 50 per cent., 
ad valorem, under paragraph 301. 


Free Entry of Exhibits for the Tennessee Exhibition in 1897. 


A despatch, dated 20th July last, has been received at the Board 
of Trade from the Foreign Office, Saneou copy of a circular of 
U.S. 


the Treasury Department at Washington A.), which states 
that all articles which shall be imported from foreign countries 
for the sole purpose of exhibition at the Tennessee Centennial 
Exhibition cf 1897, upon which there shall be a tariff or customs 
duty, shall be admitted free of payment of duty, customs fees, 
or charges, under such regulations as the secretary of the 
Treasury shall prescribe; but it shall be lawful at any time 
during the exhibition to sell, for delivery at the close of the 
exposition, any goods or property imported for and actually on 
exhibition in the exposition buildings or on its grounds, subject 
to such regulations for the security of the revenue and for the 
collection of import duties as the secretary of the Treasury shall 
prescribe ; provided, that all such articles, when sold or withdrawn 
for consumption in the United States, shall be subject to the 
duty, if any, imposed upon such article by the revenue laws in 
force at the date of importation, and all penalties prescribed by law 
shall be applied and enforced against such articles and against 
the persons who may be guilty of any illegal sale or withdrawal. 

1. In order to secure the privileges of free entry above accorded 
every package destined for the exposition should have affixed to 
it by the foreign shipper one or more labels representing the fl 
of the country to which it belongs, This label should be about 
8 by 12 inches in size, and shculd bear across the face, in plain 
black letters, the inscription ‘* Exposition at Nashville.” 


6» 
. 
> 

j 
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All packages should be plainly marked as follows :— 
(1.) “Surveyor of Customs, Nashville.” 
(2.) “ Exhibits for Tennessee Centennial Exposition.” 
(3.) Name of consignee or agent at the port of first arrival 
in the United States. 
(4.) The shipping marks and numbers. 
(5.) Name and address of the exhibitor. 

2. Every exhibit shall be accompanied by an invoice in 
duplicate, which shall show the name of the exhibitor, the marks 
and numbers of the packages, with a description of their contents, 
and a declaration of the quantity and the market value of each 
separate kind thereof in the country of production. This invoice 
must be signed by the exhibitor, but will require no further 
verification. One of the invoices will be transmitted by mail to 
to the surveyor of customs at Nashville, and the other to the 
consignee of the goods at the port of first arrival 

3. As a matter of convenience, it is recommended that all 
packages intended fur the Exposition shall be consigned to an 
agent, or forwarder, or commissioner, at the port of first arrival 
ss will attend to customs business incident to the transfer of 
packages from the importing vessel to a bonded route for 
transportation to Nashville. 


Regulations for the Manufacture, Sale, and Importation of 
“ Filled Cheese.” 


A despatch has been received from the Foreign office enclosing 
copies of an Act of Congress of the United States defining 
cheese, and also imposing a tax upon and regulating the manu- 
facture, sale, importation and exportation of “filled cheese.” 
The Act (which is too long to quote in eztenso) defines “ filled 
cheese” as “ all substances made of milk or skimmed milk, with the 
‘* admixture of butter, animal oils or fats, vegetable or any other 
* oils, or compounds, foreign, to such milk, and made in imitation 
“ or semblance of cheese.” 

Manufacturers of filled cheese are to pay 400 dols. for each 
and every factory per annum; wholesale dealers in filled cheese 
shall pay 250 dols. per annum; retail dealers in filled cheese 
shall pay 12 dols. per annum. 

Section 9 of the Act provides that “upon all filled cheese 
**‘ which shall be manufactured, there shall be assessed and 
« collected a tax of one cent per pound, to be paid by the 
“ manufacturer thereof.” 

Section 11 provides that— 

“ All filled cheese as herein defined imported from foreign 
countries shall, in addition to any import duty imposed on the 
same, pay an internal-revenue tax of eight cents per pound, such 
tax to be represented by coupon stamps ; and such imported filled 
cheese and the packages containing the same shall be stamped, 
marked, and branded, as in the case of filled cheese manufactured 
in the United States.” 
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“Paragraph 195 of the Act of 28th August 1894, provides 
for a duty of four cents per pound on imported cheese ; and pro- 
vision is made in the foregoing section for the collection of an 
internal-revenue tax of eight cents per pound in addition to the 
import duty imposed by said paragraph 195. This additional tax 
must be paid before the removal of the goods from the custody of 
the Government.” 


Mexico. 


New Scheme of Taxation, 


With reference to an article on the Interstate Tariffs of Mexico, 
published in the “ Board of Trade Journal” for January last, a 
despatch, dated May 30th last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office from Sir Henry Nevill Dering, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Mexico, reporting that Sendr Limantour, the Minister of Finance, 
has now published the scheme of taxation which is intended to 
make gvod to the Central Goveinment the loss resulting from the 
abolition of the aleabalas or interstate duties which was to take 
effect on the Ist July last. It should be explained that although 
the alcabalas are local taxes levied by the different states for the 
benefit of their respective exchequers, their abolition will yet 
cause a direct loss to the Treasury of the Central Government. 
This is accounted for by the fact that alcabala taxes were levied 
in the Federal District (which includes the city of Mexico) and 
in the territories of Tepic and Lower California, the finances of 
which are merged in those of the Republic. 

The nett loss to the Central Exchequer is estimated by Senér 
Limantour at 3,100,000 dols., which will be made good in the 
following manner :— 

Under the present system a “ consumption” duty amounting to 
5 per cent. on the import duty is paid on all foreign gocds 
imported into the Federal District. This duty will in future be 
levied, together with the import duty at the frontiers and at the 
maritime custom-house. It will be applied to all foreign goods 
imported into the Republic, and the proceeds will be paid directly 
to the Central Government, any states which formerly collected 
this tax having to adopt some other expedient in its stead. 

Among the taxes which will be abolished are the so-called 
Portazgo duties, a species of octroi paid on domestic merchandise 
Cn its introduction into the municipalities. These duties will now 
be replaced by direct taxation, to be levied on flour, pulque, cattle, 
building materials, and cigar and cigarette manufactories. More- 
over, the business license tax and the tax on bills of lading will be 
raised, and there will also be an increase of 40 per cent. on the 
sale of cigars and cigarettes. 

93193. E 
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The estimated yield of the new taxes is as follows :— 
Dols. 

Tax on flour, pulque, cattle, build- 

ing materials, and cigar and 

cigarette factories - - 1,500,000 
Increase in business license tax - 300,000 
Five per cent. extra import duties 

on 19,000,000 dols.- - - 950,000 
Increase of tax on bills of lading - —_- 100,000 
Increase of federal tax on cigars 

and cigarettes - - - 300,000 

The deficiency to be made good being 3,100,000 dols., and the 
new taxes being estimated to produce about 3,170,000 dols. there 
will be a balance in favour of the Treasury of 70,000 dols. 

The changes which will mostly affect foreigners resident in 
Mexico are the extension of the extra 5 per cent. import duties to 
the whole of the Republic and the increase in the business license 
tax, but it is expected that the former will make no appreciable 
difference in trade transactions, and that the latter will not prove 
a burdensome impost. On the other hand foreign importers are 
confident that the abolition of the interstate duties will be most 
beneficial to their interests, not so much from the pecuniary relief 
it affords as by the removal of the many vexatious impediments to 
trade, which the collection of those duties has hitherto entailed. 


Costa Rica. 


Tariff Changes: 
. The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” notes the following 
modifications in the import tariff of Costa Rica. 
Material for country railways | 


Coal 
Machinery for sugar-making >Free. 


Wood, for building, in the rough J 


Unitep STATES oF COLOMBIA. 


Wharfage Dues at Colon. 


A communication, dated 18th June last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. C. C. Mallet, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Panama, stating that vessels coming to the port of Colon under 
contract with the Canal Company have to pay to the Panama 
Railway Company for the use of their wharf at the rate of 35 dols. 
United States gold per day. ni ors 

In several instances lately of ships arriving from Cardiff with 
coal, it would appear as if the owners have been under the 
impression that vessels discharged alongside a dock belonging to 
the Canal Company are therefore not liable for wharfage, and as 
no mention was made in the charter-party concerning the pay- 
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ment of this service, masters had to pay large sums to the 
railway company for the use of a wharf, thereby greatly 
reducing the profits of the voyage. 

* The attention of British shipowners and masters is therefore 
called to the matter. 


BRAZIL. 


Abolition of Tonnage Tax at Pernambuco, 


A telegram, dated 29th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Pernambuco to the 
effect that the extra tonuage tax levied on shipping at that 
port has been abolished on and from the Ist July last. 

Her Majesty’s Consul has been instructed to take any steps in 
his power in regard to the refund of dues already illegally levied. 

A further despatch from Mr. Howard, dated 30th June last, 
states that in the formation of the Budget for the year 1896-1897, 
the State Congress has eliminated from the estimates the extra 
tax of 30uU reis per ton register on foreign skipping, and con- 
sequently this will not be levied in future. 


Interstate Export Duty pronounced Illegal, 


A despatch, dated 22nd June last, has been received at the 
Foreign office from Mr. A. Raikes, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, eaclosing translation of a decision of 
the Supreme Federal Court which declares that it is illegal for 
any state of the union to impose export duties on national goods 
shipped from that state to any other state in the union. 


Urvewvay. 
Goods in transit for Brazil. 


A despatch, dated 16th June last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr, W. Baring, Her Majesty’s Minister at 
Montevideo reporting that the decree prohibiting the re-exporta- 
tion duty free in transit for Brazil of certain articles by way of 
Rivera and San Eugenio having caused considerable dissatisfac- 
tion in commercial circles, the Government has now decided to 
rescind it. 

Goods of all descriptions may now be forwarded in transit to 
Brazil, and the time during which they may be warehoused at 
Rivera and San Eugenio is extended from 15 days to three 
months. 

A consignment of goods under one manifest may be divided 
in the warehouses, but tle breaking up of any one package is 
prohibited. 
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ARGENTINA, 


Modifications in the Formalities for Consular Invoices. 


A despatch, dated 25th June last, has been received from 
Mr. Edward Thornton, Her Majesty's Chargé d’Affaires at 
Buenos Aires, stating that the regulations respecting consular 
invoices for goods destined for Argentine ports, which required 
the specification of the weight and measurement of each package 
on bills of Jading and mainfests, were found impossible to carry 
out, and that a decree has now been issued as follows :— 

“The Argentine Consuls upon legalising the general manifests 
of vessels shall not exact the specification of the weight and 
measurement of each package, but shall instead require from the 
shippers in the respective sets of ‘ Bills of Lading, the weight 
or the measurement according as the freight is paid, of each 
package, when the cargo consists of merchandize (manufactured 
goods) in cases or bales, and in other cases the weight or measure- 
ment in bulk. 

“The Custom houses of the Republic shall not pass any 
merchandise if the bills of lading accompanying each request 
~ delivery do not fulfil the conditions by law as set forth in this 

ecree.” 


CHILE. 
Temporary Exemption from Duty of Cotton Flax and Woollen 


Yarns. 


The “ Bollettino di Notizie Commerciali” states that according 
to the Chilian “ Diario Official ” of the 13th February last, imports 
of cotton, flax, and woollen yarns are exempted from duty on 
importation into Chile for the space of five years from the 
publication of the law. 

After five years the articles referred to above are to pay a duty 
of 15 per cent. ad valorem. 

During the debate on the above law, it was laid down that the 
above exemptions should not be extended to sewing threads, but 
only to the materials used in the manufacture of tissues, &e. 


Britisn Inpta. 


Tariff Classifications. 


The following circular, relating to the classification of certain 
articles under the Indian Tariff Act, has been reccived at the 
Board of Trade from the India Office :— 

Following on the reduction of the import duty on cotton goods 
from the general rate of 5 per cent. to 34 per cent., doubts have 
arisen in regard to the classification of certain articles which, 
though manufactured of cotton and thus capable of being classed 
as articles made of cotton (No. 44 of Schedule IV. of the Indian 
Tariff Act, 1894, as amended by Act III. of 1896), might 
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reasonably be classed under other heads of the tariff, and, if so 

classed, assessed at 5 per cent. instead of 3} per cent. 

2. ‘These articles are— 

(1.) Hosiery, including undervests and drawers and combina- 
tions of both, socks, stockings, caps. 

(2.) Quilts (known as Alhambras), blankets, and praying 


carpets. 

(3.) Handkerchiets, towels, shawls, imported either singly or in 
lengths. 

(4.) Velvets and velveteens, 

(5.) Velvets silk faced or mixed with silk. ° 


(6.) Muslins, embroidered with silk or wool. 

(7.) Dhutis and saris, embroidered with silk. 

(8.) Crochet thread. 

(9.) Darning thread. 

3. The subjoined instructions should be borne in mind in regard 


to these articles :— 


(1.) Hosiery may properly be classed as apparel whenever the 
articles are made up, like those specified above, so that 
they can only be ewployed as apparel. Hosiery was, 
however, excluded from the head apparel in the tariff 
of 1875, and the exclusion was continued in the tariff 
of 1894. The Governor-General in Council therefore 
considers that all such articles, even if they are in fact 
apparel, should be classed under cotton manufactures 
(Article 44) and assessed to duty at the lower rate of 
34 per cent. This classification is expedient for the 
additional reason that similar articles are manufactured 
in the Indian mills, and are, under the Cotton Duties 
Act, chargeable with a duty of only 3} per cent. 

(2.) Alhambras, biankets, and praying carpets were classed by 
orders issued by the Government of India in 1894 
(No. 5,210, dated the 18th October 1894) as Haber- 
dashery under the main heading “ Apparel.” At that time 
cotton piece-gouds were specifically exempted from duty 
under the tariff, and claims were made for the treatment 
of these articles as piece-goods. The claim was inad- 
missable, for, by the custom of the trade, these articles 
were not classed as piece-goods, and as the intention of 
the law was that only cotton piece-goods should be 
exempt, not any other descriptions of cotton manufac- 
tures which could reasonably be classed under any head 
of the tariff, the Government of India directed that— 
cotton manutactures not being mentioned in the tariff 
schedules — these articles should be classed under 
Apparel in the sub-head of Haberdashery which was 
always held to include drapery. If the heading “ Cotton 
Manufactures ” had existed in the tariff schedule, these 
articles might with equal propriety have been so classed, 
and as that heading now exists in the tariff, it is the most 
convenient place for these goods which should therefore 

henceforward be treated as cotton manufactures, other 
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than piece-goods, for the purposes both of the tariff and 
of the statistics of trade. 

(3.) Handkerchiefs, towels and shawls, whether imported 
singly or in lengths held together only by the ‘warp, 
must be regarded as articles of apparel, which expres- 
sion includes haberdashery and drapery. If imported in 
woven pieces they should be treated as piece-goods. : 

(4.) and (5.) So far as velvets and velveteens are made of 
cotton unmixed they must be treated as cotton manu- 
factures (piece-goods) ; but if silk faced or mixed with 
silk, section 21 of the Sea Customs Act requires that 
they should be regarded as made of the fabric to which 
the bigher rate of duty applies. 

(6.) and (7.) Under the strict application of section 21 of the 
Sea Customs Act, muslins, dhutis and saris embroidered 

» with silk or wool would be treated like those mentioned 
above (5). But the Government of India are not 
desirous that goods which are in substance cotton goods 
should be assessed to a higher rate of duty merely 
because anarrow border or embroidery has_ been 
inserted for decorative effect. The collector of Customs 
may, therefore, pass as cotton goods these and any other 
such articles if they bear nothing but a narrow border of 
woven or embroidered silk or wool. 

(8.) Crochet thread is not included in the exemption of sewing 
thread; it is taxable as cotton manufactures, other sorts. 

(9.) Darning thread, on the other hand, is in fact nothing but 
sewing thread, and should be held to be exempt as such. 

Leather lacing should be taxed as jieather under No. 70 of 
Schedule IV. of the Indian Tariff Act. 

Plate and angle iron when made and intended for a special tank 
or drum, so as to be unfit for general use, are not the articles 
known in the trade as “plate” and “angle” iron, and should be 
assessed to duty at five per cent.; while rivets are chargeable at 
one per cent. 

In a notification of the Government of India, dated 3rd July 
1896, racks for the withering of tea leaf are exempted from the 
import duty leviable thereon under the Indian Tariff Act, 1894 


provided that the collector of Customs is satisfied that the racks 
are to be used for no other purpose. 


CANADA. 


Tariff Changes. 
By an Order in Council dated the 12th June last, it is pro- 
claimed that until otherwise ordered— 
Pease produced in, and imported from the United Kingdom for 


the purposes of seed shall be admitted into Canada free of 
duty. 
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XIX.—EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC AND 
CONSULAR REPORTS. 


Srate Monoprorty oF Serrirs In Russia. 


A communication, dated 7th July last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. H. G. Mackie, Acting British 
Consul General at Odessa, stating that the state monopoly of 
the sale of spirituous liquors will be extended to eight provinces 
in the Consular District of Odessa, viz.: Bessarabia, Volhynia, 
Kherson, Podolia, Poltava, Taurida, Kieff, and Tchernigoff, on 
the 13th instant, when many beneficial reforms in the liquor 
traffic of South Russia will be introduced. 

This measure has for its main object the suppression of 
drunkenness by regulating the sale of alcoholic drinks, which 
will now be conducted under the immediate supervision of 
specially organised committees, to be presided over by governors 
or other provincial authorities, whose chief duty it will be to 
carefully examine the quality of the liquors offered to the public 
and to exercise absolute control over all brandy stores, public 
houses, etc. Moreover, persons of doubtful moral character, as 
also Jews, in whose hands the bulk of the liquor tratfic of this 
part of the country now rests, are to be restricted from engaging 
in the sale of spirituous drinks, 

All brandies are henceforth to be sold in bottles bearing 
Goverment seals at the prices marked on their labels, 

At a village about 20 miles from Odessa a large distillery has 
just been built, the proprietor of which has undertaken to supply 
the Government with about 270,000 gallons of spirits per 
annum. The state will not undertake the distilling of alcohol but 
will merely regulate and control the distilleries now working in 
the district of Odessa. 


PROPOSED EXTENSIONS AND IMPROVEMENTS OF Port 
HaRrBowr. 


A communication, dated 13th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. P. Stevens, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Batoum, reporting that the newspaper “‘ Novoe Obozrenie” in its 
issue of the 29th June (11th July) states that it has received reli- 


able information from St. Petersburg to the effect that the long 


pending question of the extension and improvement of the 
harbour of Poti has recently received Imperial sanction, and that 
the municipality of that town has obtained the necessary authority 
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to raise a loan of 400,000 roubles (160,000/.), to be guaranteed by 
the export duty of half a copeck per poud, for the construction of 
an inland basin, 1,400 feet long and 700 feet broad, on com- 
pletion of which work, the exploitation of the harbour is to be 
carried on by the local authorities, the revenue of the port being 
collected exclusively for the benefit of the town of Poti. 

One or two of the other newspapers of the Caucasus also state 
that it is proposed to connect Lake Paleostom with the sea by 
means of a very wide deep-water canal through which vessels of 
heavy draft will be admitted to the lake. , 

It would appear that the present idea is to dredge Lake 
Paleostom to a depth that will float large vessels, and to build 
quays on the shores of the lake, alongside which such craft will 
be able to lieand there perform all their loading and discharging 
operations. The small adjoining lakes are to be drained, and the 
land thus reclaimed is to be utilised for the requirements of the 
proposed new harbour. 

Should this scheme be carried out, and the present defective 
condition of the port of Poti, which is far from being safe for 
shipping in stormy weather, be thereby remedied, there is but 
little doubt that Poti will have a great future, and sooner or later 
become a rival of Batoum, inasmuch as the distance from the. 
interior of the Caucasus, by rail, is somewhat less than to 
Batoum, and all merchandise for shipment can be brought to the 
former port at less cost than to Batoum ; likewise, goods destined 
for the interior can be forwarded thither more cheaply vid Poti ; 
besides which there would be ample room in the vicinity of the 
proposed harbour, as well as in the areas reclaimed from the small 
lakes, to admit of the construction of warehouses, sheds, work- 
shops, docks, railway sidings, and all other necessary buildings 
and appliances for rendering the port in all respects a first-class 
harbour for sea-going vessels, 

It is also considered quite possible that, should the aforesaid 
plans be carried out, a certain proportion of the petroleum export. 
trade will be diverted from Batoum to Poti. 


Progectep RAILWAY INTO KAKETIA. 


A communication, dated 11 July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Batoum, stating 
that it is reported that the projected construction of a railway 
into Kaketia is about to be realised. 

Prince L. A. Magaloff, ex-marshal of the nobility of Tiflis has 
been granted a concession, without any guarantees from the 
State, for the construction of the Kaketian railway. 

Prince Magaloff, according to the Caucasian papers, has come 
to an arrangement with a syndicate of French capitalists who are 
to supply the necessary funds, and are to undertake the building 
of the line. 
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With a view to becoming acquainted with the surveys which 
were carried out by Russian engineers a couple of years ago, 
when the question of the construction of the railway was first 
mooted, the French syndicate has despatched an engineer named 
Zaboroski to visit Tiflis and the locaiities through which it is 
intended that the line shall pass. 


CONSTRUCTION OF A Prpg-LINE FOR KEROSENE TO Batoum. 


A communication, dated 10 July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Her Majesty’s Consul at Batoum, stating 
that according to the newspaper “ Kankaz” of 9th July last, a 
sum of 50,000 roubles has been transferred within {the last few 
days from St. Petersburg to the treasury at Tiflis, for the purpose 
of meeting the expenses to be incurred by the Ministry of Ways 
and Communications, in carrying out surveys for the construction 
of a pipe-line for the conveyance of kerosene from the station of 
Mihailovo, on the Trans-Caucasian Railway, to Batoum. 

The above-mentioned amount is also to cover any sums required 
for drawing up an estimate of the cost of constructing the pipe- 
line in question. 


TRADE OF DENMARK IN 1895, 


In a report to the Foreign Office by Captain J. Boyle, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Copenhagen, it is stated that, according to the 
report published by the Danish Statistical Office, the value of 
imports to Denmark in 1895 amounted to 20,224,3951., against 
18,171,6171. average of the last five vears, while the value of 
exports amounted to 14,912,224/, against 13,710,779/. average of 
the last five years. 

The following table will show the value of the principal 
articles of export and import during the year 1895 :— 


Value. 


Articles. 


Imports. Exports. 


£ £ 
125,176 2,180,564 
2,471,070 | 8,937,082 
2,159,832 241,668 
1,500,672 132,030 
2,047,843 586,859 
283,756 123,471 
279,766 103,214 
641,277 | 39,679 


| 
| 
| 
| 


Live animals = - 
Eatables, meat, &c. - - 
Grain and pulse, unground - - 
Different plants and seeds - - 
Fruits, sugar, &c., colonial or otherwise - 
Spirits and other drinkables - 
Spinning materials - - - 
Yarn and thread, ropes - - 
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Articles. 


Manufactures of spinning materials— 
Goods made of wool and other hairs (clothing | | 179,663 
excepted). 
Goods made of vegetable substances (clothing | 85,237 
excepted). | 
Hairs, feathers, skins, &c.. manure of all kinds - 2,685 490,266 
Tallow cil, tar, rubber, &c., and manufactures | 15 191,674 
made thereof. 
Wooden goods, unmanfuctured, and partly or 1,049,274 | 137,289 
fully manufactured. | 
Minerals, raw and worked - - a 1,875,886 521,748 
Metals, raw and worked - | 2,326,946 | 329,641 
| 


—(Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1755.) 


IncREASE OF Imports OF [RON FROM GERMANY INTO 
Russta. 


With reference to a note on pp. 704-5 of the June number of 
the “ Board of Trade Journal” on the importation of iron into 
Russia, a despatch, dated 31st July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Martin Gosselin, Her Majesty’s Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Berlin, stating that the official German returns show 
that the imports of iron from Germany into Russia for the first 
six months in the year have risen from 425,000 tons in 1893 
(the year before the conclusion of the Treaty of Commerce) to 
1,150,000 in 1896, or a rise of more than 160 per cent. 


GERMAN LAW as TU DuTIES OF MERCHANTS HOLDING 
SECURITIES IN DEPosIT. 


A despatch, dated July 17 last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Martin Gosselin, Her Majesty's Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Berlin, enclosing copy of a law laying down the 
duties of merchants with regard to securities entrusted to them 
on deposit. 

These provisions are similar to those laid down in the “ bourse 
law,” for stockbrokers, and are as follows :— 

§ 1. A merchant to whom in the course of business are 
handed over unsealed for custody or in pawn shares of any 
description, dividend, warrants, debentures, &c. payable to bearer, 
or other securities which may be realised by the holder, must 


| Value. 
| ‘ Imports. | Exports. 
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(1) keep them apart from his own property, (2) enter each 
separately in a special register. 

§ 2. The merchant*with whom securities are deposited cannot 
be empowered by the depositor to dispose of the securities in 
question, or to return in lieu thereof a like amount, unless the 
depositor is a banker by profession or unless there is a special 
written agreement to that effect. 

§ 3. Commission agents who are commissioned to buy securities 
of the above description must, within three days after the 
purchase, give full particulars of the securities acquired. 

§ 4. If this regulation is not complied with, the person on 
whose behalf the purchase was made can prosecute for non- 
fulfilment of contract. 

§ 5. Agents entrusted with securities for purposes of exchange 
or option must deliver full particulars of the new securities 
acquired within two weeks after the date when they came into 
his possession. 

§ 6. If he fails to do so he cannot claim his commission. 

§ 7. As soon as the description of the securities is sent off the 
ownership passes to the client, and the agent is only the holder 
with the duties defined in § 1. 

§ 8. If delivered to a third party the latter must be informed 
that the securities are not the property of the person making 
such delivery ; and if acquired on behalf of a third party, the 
seller must be informed that the transaction is on commission. 
The third party can then claim a lien or reserve right on such 
securities only in consequence of claims in connection with such 
securities and no other. 

§ 9. Merchants converting dishonestly to their own use 
securities of the kind specified are liable to imprisonment for a 
year and 3,000 marks fine, or one or other. 

§ 10. A merchant who suspends payment or is bankrupt is 
liable to two years’ imprisonment if he has acted contrary to the 
provisions of § 1, and has thus injured the claim of depositors 
for restitution. Also if he has contravened § 3 and § 5. 

§ 11. A merchant is liable to hard labour if, knowing himself 
to be bankrupt, he applies fraudulently to his own uses securities 
deposited with him. 

§ 12. The penalty specified in § 9 applies to directors of joint 
stock companies or registered companies and the managers of 
limited companies who convert to their own use dishonestly 
securities belonging to the companies or to clients. In case the 
companies have suspended payment, directors are liable to the 
penalties prescribed in § 10 if they have with design acted in 
contravention to § 1, § 3, or § 5, and thus invalidated the claim 
of depositors, and (2) to the penalties of § 11 in similar cases. 

§ 13. These provisions do not apply to the itinerant merchants, 
petty dealers, small shopkeepers, &c. 
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CANALS IN GERMANY, 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mre Charles S. Dundas, 
Her Majesty’s Consul-General at Hamburg, referring to the 
North Sea and Baltic Canal, states that its use to vessels generally 
is much restricted by the tariff, which is considered by competent 
judges to be pitched too high, so that a steamer coming through 
the canal will save little or nothing in expenses as compared with 
one using the ordinary sea route. Again, compare a steamer 
coming through the canal and meeting at the Elbe end with a 
northerly or north-westerly gale, with one using the longer sea 
route. The former would, it is asserted, be positively placed at a 
disadvantage as compared with the latter, because the weather on 
issuing from the canal would be entirely contrary, whereas it 
would be more favourable ‘to the other when gaining the opea 
sea. 

For the coasting trade no doubt the cana! will prove very 
advantageous. 

While on this subject it may be mentioned that it is a much- 
disputed point as to whether canals across long tracks of country 
offer more economical advantages in regard to the transport of 
goods than railways, the argument being that the cost of con- 
struction of canals across a long stretch of country necessitates 
the imposition of insupportable charges on the shipping in order 
to make them profitable. 

The original purpose in the construction of canals was to bring 
the rich industrial districts of North-West Germany into better 
communication with the sea. To this idea the now nearly 
finished Dortmund-Ems Canal owes its construction. When 
completed, it will bring the Westphalian coal districts into direct 
communication with the sea, thus opening up new facilities for 
the exportation of German coal to the United Kingdom, this being 
rendered possible by the cheaper cost of transport along the canal 
to the mouth of the Ems River. This canal is being constructed 
for a depth of 8 feet, and is to be navigable for vessels with a 
width of 26 feet and a draught of about 5 feet 10 inches, Through 
the medium of this canal, when completed, the prospect will be 
opened to the Rhkenish-Westphalian provinces of very much more 
accessible outlets for the disposal of their productions.—(Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No. 1759.) 


BritisH versus GERMAN TRADE IN SoutTH-East AFRICA.’ 


‘In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. W. A. Churchill, Her 
Majesty’s Consul at Mozambique, states that the possibilities of 
developing trade with Johannesburg through Delagoa Bay seem 
to appeal less strongly to British merchants and shipowners than 
to their German rivals. 

In a small way at first, but steadily advancing on ever broaden- 
ing paths, German manufactures and German vessels, enter into 


Aug. 1896.] EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIC, KETC. REPORTS. 205 


a rivalry with British industries and British jines, which every 
year becomes keener and which every year sees tending to the 
advantage of the lesser competitor. 
The following figures, taken from the “ Gazette ” of Cape Colony 
illustrate this contention with some force. : 
For the three years 1893-95 the imports from England and 
Germany to Cape Colony were as follows :— 


Value. 


Country. 


£ £ | £ 
Saget; 9,203,317 | 8,877,632 | 10,427,201 


Germany 244,576 
| 


\ 
| 
| 


418,412 772,940 


Thus while British imports show an otherwise satisfactory 
increase, German trade has more than trebled. 

Tt must, toc, be borne in mind that this increase of trade has 
been effected through ports at which but few German vessels call. 

If Germans are so successful in pushing their trade where 
they possess no regular communication of their own, it is but 
reasonable to suppose that where a line of German steamers 
regularly call, as at Luurengo Marques, and on the south-east coast 
‘generally, the gain to German manufacturers should be even 
greater. 

The German line of East Africa—sailing monthly from Ham- 
burg—now forms the principal means of communication to and 
from Europe and the Portuguese East African possessions north 
of Delagoa Bay. 

The Union Company has retired from Beira, Inhambane, 
Chinde, and Mozambique in favour of this new-comer; and at 

resent we have the startling fact to face that Beira, the future 
tea of a line of railway designed solely to connect a British 
possession with the sea, now counts mainly on a German line 
of steamers for its regular communication with the outside world. 

The German East African line will, it is said, shortly have 
fonr new large steamers on this reute, running a three-weekly, 
instead of a monthly service as far south as Durban. 

Much might be done to push British manufactures in the 
Transvaal by the employment of commercial travellers, and by 
more frequent forwarding of samples, as also by the display of 
greater adaptability on the part of our manufacturers in 
conforming to local tastes or requirements. 

Recently in Johannesburg it was said that English beer would 
be largely drunk—-and drunk in preference to German beer—if 
only English brewers would supply it in a lighter form.—( Foreign 
Office Annual Series, No. 1760.) 
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New Rariways 1n 


A communication, dated 29th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. W. R. Hoare, Her Majesty’s Consul at 
Brest, reporting that the new line of railway from Carhaix to 
Rosporden (Finistére) was to be opened for traffic on the 2nd of 
August last. This line will give a much more direct communica- 
tion than at present exists between St. Brieuc, Guingamp, and 
Morlaix, to places in South Finistére. 

The new line to connect Dinan in the Cétes-du-Nord with 
La Brohiniere in the Ille et Vilaine was opened on the 26th July. 


New Frenow Line or STEAMERS TO AFRICAN Ports. 


A communication, dated 3rd July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. Frederic Bernal, Her Majesty's Consul- 
General at Havre, stating that the French Navigation Company, 
the “Chargeurs Réunis” have inaugurated a new monthly line 
of steamers from Havre to Madagascar to call at Bordeaux, 
Lisbon, Dakar, Loanda, Lourengo Marques and Madagascar 
(Tamatave and Majunga). The first steamer, the “ Paranagua ” 
left Havre on the 16th July last, and the next steamer is expected 
to sail about the 15th August. 

Mr. Henry Howard, Her Majesty’s Secretary of Embassy at 
Paris, in a despatch to the Foreign Office, dated 20th July 
last, encloses an extract from the “Journal des Chambres 
de Commerce” containing a letter from the company of the 
“ Chargeurs Réunis” announcing the creation of the new line, the 
ports intended to be served, and the date of the first departure, 
and stating that the undertaking has been entered on as a result 
of information and communications from alj quarters, especially 
from the Ministry of Commerce, and with a view to extend com- 
mercial relations with Madagascar and the Transvaal. The pre- 
sent boats are shortly to be replaced by larger ones, more com- 


fortably fitted up for passengers. 


Law As TO MArKS ON MERCHANDISE. 


A despatch, dated June 27th last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Sir F. R. Plunkett, Her Majesty’s Minister 
at Brussels, enclosing extract from the “ Moniteur Belge” con- 
taining text of the law passed by the Belgian Chambers for 
giving to marks affixed by foreign authorities the same protection 
from forgery in Belgium as is accorded to similar marks affixed 


by Belgian authorities. 
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New Mernop or TREATING THE VANILLA Pop. 


A communication, dated May 22 last, has been received at 
the Foreign Office from Mr. Courtenay Bennett, Her Majesty’s 
Consul at Réunion, inclosing extracts from the “ Indépendant 
Créole” of Réunion, containing a paper read by Mr. Dolabaratz, 
manager in Réunion of the “ Crédit Foncier Colonial” at a recent 
meeting of the “ Réunion Syndicat Agricole” upon a new process 
of treating the vanilla pod. 

According to M. Dolabaratz the operation consists of drying the 
vanilla in an hermetically closed vessel by means of chloride of 
calcium, in the proportion of about one kilog. for every kilog. 
of dried vanilla obtained, The chloride of calcium is not lost, as 
it can be easily regenerated by heating it in an iron or copper 
receptacle ; cne lot of chloride of calcium is thus: sufficient for 
several processes if kept, after regeneration, in an hermetically 
closed vessel. 

According to information received, 2°981 kilogs. of raw vanilla 
will produce about a kilog. of prepared vanilla. 

It can be easily understood that vanilla dried in an air-tight 
vessel must lose much less vanilline than when dried by the 
ordinary process, by which it is exposed in the open air for several 
weeks. 


or New WaAREHOUSMS ON THE AT 
ALGIERS. 


A communication, dated 16th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. F. E. Drummiond-Hay, British Vice- 
Consul at Algiers, enclosing extract from the “ Depéche 
Algérienne ” containing report of the proceedings at the opening 
of certain new warehouses on the quay at Algiers, the ceremony 
constituting an inauguration of the new system of docks in process 
of construction at that port. 


Ports anp Custom Hovusks or THE PROVINCE OF MALAGA. 


The following classification of the ports in the province of 
Malaga, together with the list of products admissible in each as 
imports, or exports, or both, is taken from a report to the Foreign 
Office by Mr. Alexander Finn, Her Majesty’s Consul at Malaga :— 

Maritime ports of the first class, one only : 

Malaga Custom house for all import and export trade. 

Of the second class, three permit all exports except lead and 
sulphides and oxides of lead (importation and coasting-trade 
only) : 

Estepona imports sugar for the refinery of San Luis de 
Sabinilla, 
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Marbella admits importation of manures of all sorts, pit-coal, 
bricks, fire-bricks, building timber, animal black, millstones, and 
materials for ore smelting and pier and railway construction. 

Torre del Mar imports pit-coal, chemical manures, grain, flour, 
vegetable and garden products, timber, machinery, and material 
for sugar making and refining. 

Ports of the third class, three Custom houses of Fuengirola, 
Nerja, and Torrox permit all exports except lead, sulphides, and 
oxides of lead, and the import of packing-cases for the export of 
national productions. 

Ports of the fourth class and weighing stations, 23 in number : 

Arroyo del Cuarto lands fuel and machinery for its factories 
that has been cleared by the Malaga Custom house. 

Arroyo de la Miel \ands manures, skin refuse, fuel rags, sugar- 
cane, after previous clearance in Malaga. 

Muelle de la Malagueta imports sugar-cane. 

Muelle Viejo imports and exports coal, wood, sail and shipping 


material. 

Playa del Moro imports and exports sugar and sugar-cane, 
after clearance in Nerja. 

Playa de Fuengirola exports sugar-cane (with authorisation of 
Fuengirola Customs). 

Playa de San Andres imports sugar-cane, staves, lead, pit-coal, 
iron, wood, and raw materials (after clearance by Malaga 
Customs). 

Puerta de Velez imports pit-coal, sugar-cane, and bones. _ 
Real de Zaragoza imports building materials, comestibles, 


agricultural products, and cases of the same from or for Malaga or 


Marbella. 

Rio Guardiaro and Playa de Sabinilla, exports and imports 
agricultural produce of the country (with clearance in Estepona 
or Marbeila). 

Rioverde admits importation of fuel and machinery for the iron 
foundries on this river, and exports cast-iron from the same with 
clearance in Malaga. 

Torreblanca exports gypsum for Malaga with authorisation of 
the latter Custom house. 

Torremuclle and Cartajal for the export of iron ore and lime- 
stone, and import for the iron foundries. 

San Pedro Alcantara, for the export of produce of the country, 
with clearance at Marbella. 

Playa de Estepona admits exportation of cork, with clearance 
at Estepona. 

Arroyo de Alicate, export of produce of the country, with 
clearance at Marbella. - 

Casafuerte and Benagalbén, export of sugar-cane, clearance at 
Malaga. 

Rada de Torremolinos, export of sugar-cane and stone, clearance 
at Malaga. 

Boca del Rio, export and import of coasting trade, clearance at 
Nerja. 
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Arroyo Segundo, export of ore, clearance at Marbella. 

Playa de Sabinilla, export and import of coal and machinery, 
clearance at Marbella. 

Playa de la Malagueta, export and import of coal and wood, 
clearance at Malaga. 

Mr. Finn adds :—* Almost every mail brings me an advertise- 

ment or price-list from some British firm or other—some of 

them very elaborately got up books, which, personally, I am 

very happy to receive; but most of them, being only in English 

and with English prices, weights, and measures, are utterly 

useless from a business point of view. It would be much more 

protitable, so far as Spain is concerned, to save the cost of 

postage and printing. But I do think that it wonld be useful 

to have advertisements drawn up in the language of the country 
* and inserted in the local papers.”-—(Foreign Office Annual 
Series, No. 1753.) 


TRADE oF BULGARIA 


A despatch, dated 16 July last, has been received at the Foreign 
Office eit Mr. F. Elliot, Her Majesty's Agent and Consul- 
General at Sofia, enclosing copy of the Bulgarian trade returns 
for March 1896, which include comparative tables of imports and 
exports for the first three months of 1896 and preceding years. 


The value of the total imports for the first quarter of 1896 
amounted to 12,592,324 francs (503,693/), as compared with 
11,421,518 francs (456,861/.) during the corresponding period of 
1895, and the exports amounted to 21,446,859 francs (857,8741.) 


as compared with 11,432,342 francs (457,294/.) in the first three 
months of 1895. 


OpeNiINGs FoR TRAvE IN MONTENEGRO. 


In a report to the Foreign Office, Mr. R. J. Kennedy, Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Cettinje, states that Montenegrin trade is too modest 
to furnish much attraction to British traders. Those, however, 
who may be tempted to open communication with the Principality 
should carefully follow the example of their Austrian competitors, 
and make themselves, by means of commercial travellers who 
have a knowledge of the Servian and Italian languages, 
thoroughly acquainted with the wants, habits, and requirements 
of the people. Recently, for example, an application was made 
vy the agent of an English firm of hatters, who asked for advice 
as to the best method of effecting a sale of tall hats in Monte- 
negro. The applicant was quite ignorant of the fact that every 
Montenegrin wears his national dress, that a tall hat forms no 
portion of it, and that it would be quite as impossible to dispose 

93193. F 


210 EXTRACTS FROM DIPLOMATIO, ETC, REPORTS. [Aug. 1896. 


of this article in the Principality as to sell a consignment of 
Turkish fezes or of Montenegrin capitzas in the Highlands of 
Scotland. 

It must be borne in mind also that Austrian merchants give 
long credits ; that they write their letters and issue their circulars 
in a language which is understood by the people to whom they 
are addressed ; that they are very patient, and it might almost be 
said unbusiness-like, in the collection of the debts due to them, 
and rarely, if ever, have recourse to the doubtful procedure of 
Montenegrin tribunals, 

Very few retail traders in Montenegro, it may be observed, are 
genuine Montenegrins. The latter, descendants of men who for 
four centuries have done nothing but fight for the independence 
of their country, which was not formally recognised by Europe 
until 1878, still look upon the profession of arms as the only 
business worthy of their attention. They do little or no work, 
and leave the whole of the household drudgery, and most of the 
field labour to their wives. Traders in Montenegro are, as a 
rule, Christian Albanians, many of whom maintain their Turkish 
nationality, and Christian emigrants from Herzegovina, and 
the Sandjak of Novi Bazaar, who have settled in Montenegro 
to escape Austrian dominion, and have adopted Montenegrin 
nationality. 

A British merchant opening up trade communication with 
Montenegro will meet with a cordial welcome ; but it would be 
unwise for him to build too many hopes upon the generous 
assurances which will be showered upon him by the ardent and 
enthusiastic southern Slavs of the Principality, whose pecuniary 
resources are by no means equal to the magnitude of their 
aspirations, and who are singularly lacking in the important 
quality of steady perseverance. He must be content to rely 
upon his own energy, patience, tact, and firmness, and he must 
bear in mind that the task of developing a profitable trade 
with this country will entail upon him labour not dissimilar 
to that by which fertile patches of ground are brought into 
existence amidst the rocks and boulders of Montenegro’s rugged 
mountains.—( Foreign Office Annual Series, No. 1761.) 


THE CONSTANTINOPLE-SALONICA RAILWAY. 


A communication, dated 5th July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. J. E. Blunt, Her Majesty’s Consul- 
General at Salonica, reporting that a bi-weekly accelerated train 
service has been organised between Salonica and Constantinople 
vid Dedéagatch by the Salonica-Constantinople Junction 
Railway. 

Mixed trains now start in each direction on Mondays and 
Fridays; the journey to Constantinople occupies 254 hours, and 
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that to Salonica 26. In both cases the through carriages are 

attached to the “conventional train” (train conventionnel) 
between Constantinople and Koulélibourgas on the Adrianople 
line. 


TRADE OF THE UNITED STATES IN 1895-96. 


The Board of Trade have received from the Statistical Bureau 
of the Treasury Department of the United States, a preliminary 
statement of the total import and export trade of that country 
for the 12 months ending 30th June 1896, from which it appears 
that the value of the total imports during that period was 
779,717,000 dols. (162,441,000/.), as against 731,970,000 dols. 
(152,494,000/.) during the pontng 12 months, 

The exports amounted in value to 882,519,000 dols. 
(183,858,0001.), as against 807,538,000 dols. (168,237,0000.) in 
1894-95. 

The imports of bullion and specie during the same periods 
were valued at 44,924,000 dols. (9.859,000/), as against 
44,699,000 dols. (9,312,000/.) in 1894-95, and the exports of 
the same were valued at 172,172,000 dols. (35,869,0002) as 
compared with 113,359,000 dols. (23,616,000/.) in 1894-95, 


PROHIBITION OF FOREIGN VESSELS IN THE BRAZILIAN 
Coasting TRADE. 


A despatch, dated the 3rd July last, has been received at the 
Foreign Office from Mr. A. Raikes, Her Majesty's Chargé 
d’ Affaires at Rio de Janeiro, reporting that a decree, dated 2nd July 
1896, has been signed by the President of the Republic putting 
into force the law of 11th October 1892, which restricts the 
coasting trade to Brazilian vessels. 

The law will come into operation on 5th December next, 
having been suspended for two years from December 1894. 
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XX.—GENERAL TRADE NOTES. 
Tue LINEN TRADE. 


According to the report of the Belfast Linen Trade Board, as 
published in the “Irish Textile Journal,” there was no perceptible 
change in the market during the month of June, and though here 
and there a shade more is doing, business as a whole is quiet. 
The close of the half year is, however, usually slack, and a turn 
for the better is looked for after stocktaking. 

With regard to fiax, continental advices are again unfavourable, 
and what flax has been pulled in Belgium does not show up at 
all well either as regards length or quality. In some districts of 
Russia, rain has fallen, but the showers have been of a partial 
character, and the crop as a whole is still in a critical state. 
There has been more inquiry for flax and dreseed line ex-store 
during the month, without any change in prices. 

There has been no quotable change in the condition of the 
spinning branch since last report; steadiness characterises the 
market ; and though business can hardly be said to have been 
brisk, the trarsactions carried through would fully account for the 
production. There has been no pressure on the part of spinners 
to sell; and so long as stocks do not accumulate any change in prices 
is more likely to be for the better, considering the low limits at 
present ruling. Values all round, therefore, are quite firm, and 
the advanced rates for continental yarns are expected to have a 
stiffening effect at this side. 

The manufacturing end of the trade has been quietly steady 
throughout the month, and though few purchases of importance 
were made, the demand as a whole was of fair average character. 
The inquiry for boiled yarn power-loom goods was of moderate 
extent, and for green yarn goods the demand is, if anything, 
quieter. Cloth for dyeing, and hollands, continue to move steadily 
into consumption, and roughs are in fairly strong demand. 
Unions of all kinds continue in good request, dress unions being 
in increasing favour. Damasks, both power and hand-made, are 
going steadily into consumption, and if individual orders are not 
large, the total sales would show a very fair average. It is now 
between season, and, as is usually the case, business keeps quiet. 
At the same time, with perhaps the exception of Italy and Spain, 
a fair turnover is kept up with most markets. The exports to 
Germany for the past month show an improvement in values 
amounting to 21:3 per cent., compared with the same period of 
last year, but with France there was a drop of 22°6. 

The dragging condition of business with the United States 
market, which has been indicated for several months past, shows 
no signs of passing away, and political matters, coupled with the 
silver question, will, it is feared, keep business in an unsettled 
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state for some time to come. According to official figures the 
exports of piece goods for June show a drop of 23:7 per cent. in 
values over the same month of 1895. 

The volume of trade as a whole is scarcely supported, the 
falling off in the case of the foreign West Indies, East Indies, and 
Canada being considerable. Australia, Brazil, and the Argentine 
‘show better results. 

For ihe six months ended 39th June the exports of linen piece 
goods from the United Kingdom showed a decrease in quantity of 
12-4 per cent., ahd in values of 3:1 per cent., compared with the 
first half of last year. 


Sir ALBERT ROLLIT AND THE ASSOCIATION OF CHAMBERS 
OF COMMERCE. 


The President and Council of the Association of Chambers of 
Commerce of the United Kingdom, at their last meeting, presented 
to Sir Albert K. Rollit, M.P., a resolution cf hearty thanks, 
engrossed on vellum, for his services as President of the Associa- 
tion for the past four years. The resolution was enclosed in a 
beautiful silver casket, and the presentation was made by the 
Hon. Sir Stafford Northcote, C.B., M.P., President. 


Raitways 1N Russia. 


According to the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg,” the total 
length of Russian railways on the 1st June last was 40,000 verstes 
(26,520 miles), of which 33,202 verstes (21,013 miles) were under 
the minister of ways of communication. Lines actually in con- 
struction reach a length of about 10,000 verstes (6,630 miles). 
In 1900 the total length of Russian lines will be about 51,000 
verstes (33,813 miles). 


PropuctTion or LIGNITE IN GERMANY. 


According to “ Kuhlow’s Trade Review” it. appears from a 
report of the German Kaiserliche Statistische Amt that the total 
quantity of lignite produced in 1895 in the whole of Germany 
was 24,713,000 tons, valued at 58,247,000 marks (2,912,3502), 
against 22,065,000 tons, valued at 53,152,000 marks (2,657,6002), 
in 1894, thus showing an increase of output and also value, 
although the price per ton fell from 2 m. 41 pf. (2s. 5d.) to 
2 m. 36 pf. (2s, 44d), In this increase of tonnage and value the 
Rhenish lignite mines had their full share; but in respect to 
prices they were in a relatively less favourable position, as the 
‘ton of raw lignite only obtained, according to size and quality, 
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from 1 m. 50 pf. to 2 m. 50 pf. (mean 2s.), while the price of 
briquettes for house use was from 8 to 9 marks (shillings). The 
15 mines (all in the district except two) comprised in the Rhenish 
Lignite Industry Association produced in 1895, 1,555,500 tons, 
against 1,172,700 tons in 1894, and 1,016,300 tons in 1893. The 
number of hands engaged, including a large proportion of lads 
and boys on account of the nature of the work, was 2,288 in 
1895, against 1,713 in 1894 and 1,610 in 1893. The total sum 
paid in wages in 1895 was 1,520,000 m. (76,0002), and. the taxes 


and expenses amounted to 112,735 m. (5,636/ 15s.). 


Paris ExHIBITION OF 1900. 


The law relating to the exhibition at Paris in 1900 was, 
according to the “ Journal des Tarifs et Traités de Commerce,” 
promulgated on the 17th June last. 

The following countries have officially given their adhesion to 
the exhibition, viz, Argentina, Austria-Hungary, Belgium, 
Bolivia, Chile, China, Corea, Costa Rica, Ecuador, Great Britain 
Greece, Guatemala, Hayti, Honduras, Japan, Luxembourg, 
Mexico, Monaco, Montenegro, Morocco, Nicaragua, Persia, Russia, 
San Salvador, Servia, Spain, Turkey, Uruguay. 


Tue Atconort Monorory SWITZERLAND. 


According to the “Moniteur des Intéréts Matériels,” the 
alcohol monopoly which has existed for the past eight years in 
Switzerland has produced an annual average profit of 5,100,000 
frs. At the time of its establishment it was expected to yield 
8,800,000 frs. 

The annual consumption amounts to 58,900 metric quintals ut 
95/96 degrees or about 99,000 hectolitres. 

The special expenses of administration have increased from 
264,000 frs. in 1889 to 394,000 trs. in 1895, representing at 
the present time more than 8 per cent. of the yield of the 
monopoly. 


THe Sarpine Inpustry oF DALMATIA. 


According to a report of the French Consul-General at Trieste, 
the precarious situation of the Adriatic fisheries has attracted the 
attention of the Austrian Government.’ 

A journal published at Zara states that 90 different kinds of 
fish are caught in the Adriatic; the sardine fishery, which is the 
most important, represents 30 or 39 per cent. of the annual catch, 
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and 72 per cent. of the exports of fish; it is carried on chiefly 
near Lissa and Lesina. 
The canning of sardines after the French method dates from 
1861. In that year a manufactory was established at Fiume, and 
a little later two others were set up in Dalmatia, but without , 
success. Other establishments were afterwards opened at Barcola, ‘ 
Duino, Grado, Isola, Fasano, Rovigno, and Lissa. 
Experience has shown that Dalmatian oil is not suited for the 
industry. 
The Austrian industry in late years, bas had, like the French, 
to struggle against a general depression in commercial affairs, and 
it may be that, if more favourable circumstances do not intervene, 
it will decline, although it has commenced to prosper in Dalmatia. 
It might be, as once happened, that the fishermen, after having 
satisfied local wants and not finding any more buyers, will be 
reduced to throwing back their fish into the sea or selling it for 
manure. 
The establishment of these manufactories has largely con- 
tributed to the economic development of the coast population ; 
these people at one time had no other source of income than the 
fisheries, which in good years brought them each about 300 florins. 
Now a workman in a manufactory, if he works with wife and two 
children, can earn 800 florins. 
The cost of transport to the coast of the raw material which is 
made up into tins, and of the goods from the coast to the interior, 
which is very high, will be a serious obstacle to the success of. 


this industry if not reduced. 


Otto oF Roses 1n BULGARIA. 


The “Economiste d’Orient” states that according to reports 
from Kezanlik the state of the rose gardens is satisfactory. If 
the weather continues to be favourable up to the time of dis- 
tillation, and if it be cool at the time of final operations, the crop 
will be 40 per cent. better than that of last year. 


Crops IN GREECE, 


According to the “ Economiste d’Orient” the crops in Greece 
promise well, especially the barley and corn crops which promise 
a yield greater than any previous year, and which will reduce the 
imports of corn from abroad by one half. Other crops are equally 
forward ; the vines and olives give promise of excellent results ; 
and the silk industry, in spite of some failures at Tyrnavo in 
Northern Thessaly, leaves nothing to be desired. 
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INCREASED Facruttres FOR TRADE aT DevaGcoa Bay. 


The “ South African Trade Journal” states that an order has 
been promulgated at Delagoa Bay to give every facility possible 
in clearing goods, and that some drastic remedy for the present 
disorganised state of affairs was needed was evidenced by the fact 
that owing to the inability of the authorities to cope with the 
traffic, the harbour has been deserted, and much of the business 
diverted to Natal. Now, however, all old consignments are to 
have preference over late arrivals as regards despatch. A con- 
tract has been entered into to clear away all damaged goods, grain, 
and forage, which have hitherto occupied much space. No more 
merchandise is to be placed on the open square, and the goods 
now there are to be sorted and removed at the first opportunity. 


EXpaNnsION IN THE TRANSVAAL. 


The “ Natal Mercury” states that the enormous expansion of 
trade in the Transvaal is perhaps as forcibly illustrated as it can 
be in the reported necessity for immediately doubling certain 
portions and the tripling of others of the Netherlands Railway 
system in the Republic. It is only a few years ago since the 
Transvaal was as destitute of railways as it is of navigable rivers, 
but now there are hundreds of miles of lines in the State, and 
many more projected or in course of construction ; but despite al 
the facilities now provided, the inflow of traffic is greater than 
the means at command to deal with it. Doubling and tripling 
the portious of the main line spoken of, of course, will increase 
the carrying capacity of the railways enormously, and go a very 
long way towards preventing that congestion of the traffic that 
every now and then occurs, and causes so much trouble to 
importers. With the doubling and tripling of the lines round 
about the great centre of the Transvaal trade, not only would the 
capacity of the railways be increased, but they could be worked 
much more safely than at present. A single live is all well 
enough where there is only a moderate number of trains per 
diem, but when it comes to trains practically chasing one unother 
all day long, the single-line system becomes pregnant with danger 
of collision and full of delay. It is quite probable also that 
before long not only will the Transvaal be seriously considering 
the doubling of their lines, but both the Cape and Natal as well. 
The necessity for such a proposal would mean, of course, an 
enormous increase even in the present volume of trade, but with 
peace and a setilement of outstanding South African difficulties 
the day is not far distant when the existing railway systems of 
the country will find themselves face to face with more traffic 
than their existing lines can carry. A start is being made, so far 
as Natal is concerned, by doubling the main line to South Coast 
Junction, but it is hoped that ere it is finished the necessity 
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for carrying the second line of rails farther om will have beeome 
apparent. 


Tue UnitTep Sratres MIntT. 


“ Bradstreets,” of July 4 last, states that there were 
78,330,773 pieces coined at the mints of the United States during 
the fiscal year ended June 30, 1896, the total coinage reaching 
value of 71,188,468 dols. The gold pieces coined numbered 
3,584,760, and were valued at 58,878,490 doles. The bulk of 
the gold coinage was of large pieces, there having been 2,593,723 
double eagles coined, of the value of 51,874,460 dols. Of silver 
there were 20,424,529 pieces coined, which were valued at 
11,440,641 dols. Of this amount silver dollars represented 
7,500,822 dols., the next largest coinage of silver pieces being of 
quarters, which aggregated in value 2,005,705 dols. The minor 
coinage comprised 54,321,484 pieces, with a value of 869,337 
dols. For the six months ending June the total value of pieces 
coined was 31,846,372 dols.; 22,523,572 dols. was in gold, 
8,856,714 dols. in silver, and 466,086 dols. in minor coins. A 
feature of the showing for the year is the fact that the bulk of 
the coinage of silver dollars was during the last six months, all 
but about 400 dols. having been coined during that period. 


Tue German Imvorr Trade or Gatveston (U.S.A). 


The “Journal Offisiel” publishes an extract from the last 
report of the French Consul at Galveston, from which it appears 
that the Germans, whose total export trade to Galveston in 1895. 
was valued at only 40,000 dols. (about 8,000/.), are now pushing 
forward with great activity at that port. 

The chief house in the import trade has received this year, or’ 
will have by the end of October, from 55,000 to 60,000 sacks of 
sugar. This, added to the amount of German sugar imported or 
on order by the two or three other firms of tle place, will total 
to 100,000 or 120,000 sacks of sugar of 100 lbs, each for the: 
first eight months of the year, so that, in sugar only, for only 
eight months the German trade to Galveston will have a value 
of from 2 to 3 million francs (80,0002, to 120,000/.); when the 
cargoes of cement and other merchandise are taken into con- 
sideration it is seen that the German imports to Galveston for 
eight months only of 1896 will amount in value to from 4 to 5 
million francs (160,000/. to 200,0002), as against the 200,000 
francs (about 8,000.) of the whole year 1895. 

The German sugar imported is smaller in grain than before. 
At one time it was received in sacks of 250 lbs. each, but now of 


only 100 Ibs. each ; all these details are in accordance with the 
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wishes of customers. The bags are lined with a fine cotton stuff 
covered again with a coarser stuff; this shows the care which 
German traders take in their commercial operations. 

The orders for German sugar are carried out on commission 


through agents at New York. 


Report oF THE Bureau OF SramTistics, &C., OF THE 
State oF WasHineton (U.S.A.). 


The British Vice-Consul at Jaconia (U.S.A.) has forwarded 
to the Board of Trade a copy of the First Annual Report of the 
Bureau of Statistics, Agriculture, and Immigration on the agri- 
cultural, industrial, and commercial conditions of the State of 
Washington, U.S.A, up to and including January 1, 1896. 

The report gives details on the climate of the State, irrigable 
lands, timber lands, the fish industry, sugar beet, dairying, flax 
culture on Paget Sound, mineral deposits, horticultural industries, 
State educational institutions, the encouragement of home 


‘products, and on the live stock, real and personal property, and 
railroad tracks in the State. 


In addition, each county of the State is separately noticed as 
regards its principal features. 


Raitways 1n Costa Rica. 


According to the “ Railway Age” of New York, the Bureau 
of the American Republics are informed that the Atlantic road of 
Costa Rica, the first railway line built to the Atlantic in Central 
America, is now completed to within about 30 miles of the 
Pacific and terminates at Alajuela. To .complete the inter- 
oceanic railway of that country a concession was granted some 
time ago to an English contractor, but the work not having been 
finished, the Government declared the concession to be annulled. 
The end of the track of the Atlantic line is at present at 
Alajuela, 14 miles northwest of San José, but the company 
purpose making the junction of the new road at San José and 
thence in a westerly direction to the Pacific Ocean. 


RAILWAYS IN GUATEMALA. 


According to the “Iron Age,” five to six hundred Americans 
are at work on the Northern Railroad at Guatemala and its 
extension. It is estimated that the saving on the new grades, 4s 
well as the rapidity with which the work is being carried on, will 
bring the line within 60 miles of Guatemala City by next month. 
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With the Coban Railway on the Atlantic and the line on the 
Pacific, there are six lines now building in the republic. 
All of them will finally connect with the Interoceanic 
between Puerto Barrios and Iztapa or San José, giving this 
country the advantage of the most direct route from the Atlantic 
to the Pacific as well as the most salubrious, the main portion 
being on the plateaus of the Sierras, A great portion of the 
traffic which now goes vid Panama is expected to be diverted to 
this new route. The importations of American machinery, 
provisions, carts and carriages have more than doubled in the 
last year, and if American manufacturers avail themselves of the 
chance afforded by the Central American Exhibition to expand 
their trade in these countries, there is but little doubt that 1897 
will see American goods well in advance of European im- 
portations. The building trade is flourishing, fully 500 buildings, 
between dwellings, stores, and hotels, being now in course of 
erection. 


Tue Resources or Formosa. 


The “ Japan Weekly Mail” states that Mr. Mizuno, Chief of 
the Civil Administration Bureau of Formosa, in a speech delivered 
before the Tokyo Commercial and Industrial Society, just 
previous to his leaving for the island, spoke on the vast natural 
resources of Formosa, and how they might be developed. Rice, 
he said, was cultivated over large areas in Formosa, two crops a 
year being raised, but owing to the primitive methods employed 
by the cultivators, the yield was very poor. In consequence, 
; Sanaa that could supply a large portion of the world with rice, 
did not raise a sufficient quantity of the grain to feed its popula- 
tion. Rice was therefore imported from China and Japan. The 
gold-dust industry promised to be very lucrative in the near 
future. Only about 10 years ago were the present alluvial gold- 
fields discovered by a Chinaman, who had been employed in his 
early years in placer mining in California, yet more than 3,000 
labourers were now engaged collecting gold on the upper reaches 
of the Tamsui. By reference to the Chinese Customs Returns, 
the speaker found that over 700,000 taels of gold-dust has been 
exported to Hongkong and Shanghai. But that did not represent 
anything like the real out-put, as vast quantities were smuggled 
from the island. When suitable machinery has been erected on 
the gold-fields and proper supervision prevailed, the output of 
Formosan gold might be expected to greatly increase in volume. 
The quality of the precious metal is said to be very fine—so fine, 
in fact, that when a few samples were submitted to the Geological 
Section of the Agricultural and Commercial Department for 
analysis, the analysts there suspected that the nuggets had been 
“cooked.” Although assured that the gold was in just the same 
condition as when it left its river bed, the authorities of the 


H 


— 


220 GENERAL TRADE NOTES. [Aug. 1896. 


Bureau have sent to Formosa for further samples; but they will 
have a similar experience with the fresh lot of gold, without 
doubt. 

Hemp is a staple extensively cultivated in various parts of 
Formosa, and large quantities are exported to China. Hempen 
goods are very cheap in Formosa, about 2 yen per tan being the 
retail price of woven materials. The exports from the four open 
ports of the island in 1894 were 6,351,992 taels, while the 
imports at Tamsui and Kelung totalied 2,137,835 taels, the other 
two ports importing 1,596,166 taels. From the two northern 
ports the staple exports are tea (a little over 4 million taels), 
camphor (about 600,000 taels), coal and sulphur (over 70,000 
taels); from the southern ports of Anping and Taku the chief 
staple is sugar (about 1,280,003 taels), camphor (over 130,000 
taels), and hemp (over 20,000 taels), pine apples (26,000 taels). 
The chief imports from China are beans, piece-goods, salted fish, 
rice, tobacco, and lumber. It is curious that there is no timber 
available for purposes of architecture in the more open portions 
of the island, the only trees grown being maple and camphor. 
The demand for lumber will now be very great, as Japanese 
cannot dwell in the mud and brick houses such as the Chinese 
inhabit. At present most of the lumber is imported from 
Foochow. 

Every industry in Formosa worthy of the name is still in an 
undeveloped stage, the manufacture of camphor, sugar, and 
indigo, which latter also grows abundantly, being most defective, 
and the prespects for pe ante all are very bright. 


Tue TIenTsSIN-PEKING RAILWay. 


The “ London and China Telegraph” states that, according to 
the Japanese papers, it appears that the successful tenderers for 
the steel rails to be used on the Tientsin-Peking line were 
Messrs. Back and Manson. ‘lhe material to be supplied consisted 
of 7,600 tons of rails, 740 tons of fish-plates, 68 tons of bolts, and 
229 tons of spikes. Messrs. Back and Manson’s tender was 
409,913 taels, and the tender of Messrs. Krupp, of Essen, was 
487,626 taels—a difference of no less than 77,723 taels. The 
Chinese authorities appear to adhere still to their original inten- 
tion of carrying the line no nearer to Peking than the bridge just 
outside Tungchow. 

According to a Shanghai telegram that arrived at Nagasaki, 
May 22, the German firm of Arnold, Karberg & Co. has con- 
tracted to supply all the iron material required for the 
construction of the Peking-Tientsin Railway for the sum of 


420,000 taele. 
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British COMMERCIAL AGENTS IN 1HE COLONIES. 


The “ Monetary Times” of Toronto states that the consular 
service of the United States, extending to Canada, is doing much 
to discover and enlarge avenues of trade between the two 
countries. But the British consular service does not include the 
colonies, and the Government have no such official representation 
in Canada. The political services of British consuls is, of course, 
not required there, but there are directions in which their com- 
mercial services might be used advantageously. Most of the 
British colonies have commercial agents residing in England, who 
are attempting to develop colonial export trade. Their efforts 
have been as a rule very successful, and it would seem that com- 
mercial agents representing the Imperial Government might with 
advantage be appointed to reside in the colonies, and look after the 
interests of British manufacturers, 


CANADIAN Eao TRADE. 


According to the “Canadian Gazette,’ Canadian eggs, like 
Canadian bacon, are gradually winning their way into the English 
markets. The principal demand is for fresh and pickled eggs, 
refrigerator stock not being wanted at all. ‘The exports of fresh 
eggs have begun rather earlier than usual this year, as the demand 
for these seldom sets in before August, when the flush of the 
foreign supply into Great Britain is over, and prices commence to 
strengthen and afford a more profitable market for Canadian fresh- 
laid August eggs, which are considered the best of the year. 
This season, however, 2,250 cases have already been shipped from 
Montreal, against only 78 cases for the corresponding period last 
year. Liverpool is the chief market for Canadian eggs ; for of 
the above shipments 1,682 cases went to that port, 485 cases to 
Glasgow, and 10 cases to Bristol. A small lot of 10 cases went 
to Antwerp. Some heavy contracts have been made with English 
firms for November-December delivery of pickled eggs, at prices 
ranging from 6s, 3d. to 6s. 9d. per Jong hundred of 10 dozen. 


Trape Circutars FoR NATIVE AFRICAN CHIEFS. 


In a report to the Colonial Office, dated April 6th last, 
Mr. R. B. Llewellyn, Administrator of Gambia, states that a 
novel case was brought to his notice when he was thanked by a 
Head Chief for sending him some coral; the explanation of the 
matter being that even Head Chiefs ia the Gambia Protectorate 
are not clear from receiving circulars and patterns. Some enter- 
prising firm in England, who deserve success, had sent a circular 
with a sample of coral to this Head Chief, and he, not understanding 
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one word of the circular, came to the conclusion that the Admini- 
strator had sent him a present of a piece of coral. This is 
— the first instance of a circular being received by a native 
ndingo in the Gambia Protectorate, and is, perhaps, a sign of 
social progress. It would not be well that circulars or advertise- 
ments of all sorts, such, for instance, as those referring to coals or 
wine, should be sent indiscriminately to all the people, nor would 
they do any good, but it is not certain that illustrated catalogues 
of agricultural implements, hand ploughs, corn mills, axes, tools, 
light carts or waggons for oxen, &c. might not start some of the 
people inquiring about such articles, and, if advertisers would send 
out a dozen copies to the officer administering the (sovernment, 
he would know where and how to distribute them, and they would 
ams likely to bear fruit than if sent direct to a Native Head 
ief. 


TRADE OF THE CAPE. 


A communication, dated 31st July last, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing extracts 
from the “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” of 14th 
July last, from which it appears that the value of the imports 
into the colony for the six months ended June 30, 1896, 
including bullion and specie, amounted to 9,535,718/., as compared 
with 8,253,009. for the corresponding period of 1895. 

With regard to the exports, the total value for the six months 
ended June 30, 1896, including specie, was 8,046,724/., as 
compared with 7,963,433/. in the corresponding period of 1895. 

For the year ended June 30, 1896, the imports amounted to 
20,377,5891., and the exports to 16,988,047/., as compared with 
14,243,2501. and 14,388,848/. respectively in 1895. 


Returns oF CaPe CoLony. 


A communication, dated 13th July last, has been received from 
the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, enclosing copy of 
the “ Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette,” containing com- 
parative statements, from which it appears that the revenue 
received in the month of May last was 574,388/., showiny a net 
increase of 108,363/. on the corresponding amount for 1895. For 
the eleven months, July to May 1895-96, it amounted to 
6,269,660/., showing a net increase of 1,369,637/. on the amount 
for the corresponding period of 1894-95, 
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Rattway Trarric Earninas oF Care Couony. 


The “Cape of Good Hope Government Gazette” for the 
19th June last publishes a statement, from which it appears that 
the traffic earnings on Cape Government railways for the month 
of April last were 364,864/., as compared with 252,0042. in April 
1895. 

Fer the four months ended April the total traffic earnings were 
1,348,5197, as compared with 956,792/. in 1895. 


Tue Use or Timer. 


The Johannesburg “Star” publishes an extract from the report 
of the Chief Inspector of Public Works at the Cape, containing 
some interesting observations on the reason for the non-employ- 
ment of colonial timber and other material in the construction of 
bridges and other public works. 

It is true that a contract has been entered into for the supply 
of 22,000 cubic feet of colonial yellow-wood for bridge structures, 
this quantity to be delivered to the Government creosoting 
works at the Knysna, at a price which will allow of com petition 
with imported timber ; but the great drawback is the long period 
required for the fulfilment of the order. The order was given in 
September last. The timber was to be cut between February and 
April; it then required a further six months to become seasoned 
and fit for creosoting; and thus some 13 or 14 months will elapse 
between the date of the order and its execution, which is about 
twice as long as is needed to order and obtain a cargo of well- 
seasoned timber from Australia. The Brede River bridge at 
Worcester would have been constructed entirely of colonial yellow- 
wood if it could have been obtained when required ; but Yarrah 
and Karri timber from Australia had to be used. With regard 
to other materials for construction, such as ironwork, in the shape 
of bolts, screws, straps, and pile shoes, colonial makers were 
approached with a view to their reducing their charges to a some- 
what more reasonable figure than demanded in the past, but 
without success. This ironwork in large or small quantities can 
be obtained from England and delivered at Capetown or other 
ports at an average price of 12ths of a penny per lb., and of 
excellent quality, in all cases through the Agent-General in 
London, and including competent inspection before shipment. 
The lowest price quoted by Capetown makers was 2$d.—nearly 
double the English price. 
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XXI.—PROCEEDINGS AND DELIBERATIONS OF 
THE CHAMBERS OF COMMERCE OF THE 
UNITED KINGDOM. 


Blackburn.—The quarterly meeting of this Chamber was held 
on 29th July last, Mr. H. Harrison in the znair. The president 
stated that the much-vexed question of railway rates as to cotton 
and cloth as it had affected manufacturers in the Blackburn 
district was now approaching settlement. The Company asked 
10d. extra for all loads under 2 tons, and it was felt to be a 
reasonable claim. The other rates which formerly prevailed were 
to stand. As to arrears, the Company had offered to accept 
one-half in settlement. He thought that a very fair offer, one 
that would prove of great benefit to the small trader. 

The sesidident stated that he had carefully considered the question 
-of dealing with consular reports with a view to the Chamber deriv- 
ing the best possible advantages therefrom. He thought if the 
teports from various countries were allocated to members, they 
might have monthly reports from them to the Chamber. 

The present condition of trade and the question of protection 
avere also discussed at the meeting. 

Bradford.—At the ordinary meeting of this Chamber held on 
22nd July last, Mr. G. J. Hoffmann in the chair, it was stated 
that the following resolution had been unanimously adopted at a 
meeting of the Wool Supply Committee of the Bradford Chamber 
of Commerce :-— 

1. That this Committee strongly protests against the expressed 
determination of the Home Secretary to certify wool-sorting as a 
‘dangerous employment” under section 8 of the Factory and 
Workshop Act, 1891. 

2. That such action if carried into effect would cause grave 
inconvenience and difficulty to very many wool merchants, 
spinners, and manufacturers, and would seriously curtail the 
employment of the wool-sorters themselves. 

3. That there is no justification for declaring wool-sorting 
generally to be “dangerous,” all English wools and the bulk of 
the wool imported from the Colonies being perfectly innocuous, 
only a few kinds being otherwise ; in fact, the wool-sorting industry 
is, with few exceptions, probably the most healthy branch of the 
textile trade. 

4. That out of total amount of 510,000,000 Ibs. of wool, 
mohair, alpaca &c. consumed in the United Kingdom in 1895, 
only a very small percentage could be fairly described as 
dangerous. 

5. That the Committee strongly protests against all classes of 
wool being declared “dangerous,” and earnestly trusts that the 
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Home Secretary will reconsider his determination in this matter 
and will limit the application of the proposed new regulations to 
those classes of wool or hair which may be reasonably considered 
dangerous. 

6. That the Committee further trusts that the Home Secretary 
will consult with the Bradford Chamber of Commerce before 
finally adopting the proposed regulations. ' 


Since the above resolution was passed the subjoined letter had 
been received from the Home Office :-— 

Sir, Whitehall, 20th July 1896. 

With reference to your letters of the 18th and 13th inst., 
submitting a protest on behalf of the Chamber of Commerce 
against the intention of the Secretary of State to declare wool- 
sorting a “ dangerous trade” within the meaning of section 8 of 
the Factory and Workshop Act, 1891, I am directed by the 
Secretary of State to say that he thinks the Chamber are under 
a misapprehension as to the effect of sucha declaration. Sir 
Matthew Ridley understands that certain rules have already been 
largely adopted in Bradford with the view of preventing anthrax 
among wool-sorters, and (as he has intimated in the House of 
Commons) he is anxious to make similar rules compulsory in the 
trade generally—a proposal to which he thinks the Chamber will 
have no objection. Before such rules can be established, however, 
it is necessary that the whole process of wool-sorting should be 
constituted one to which special rules can be made applicable 
under the above section. This is all that will be done by the 
certificate declaring wool-sorting to be a “ dangerous trade.” 

The rules, themselves, as at present drawn, will follow in most 
points the regulations now voluntarily adopted in Bradford. 
They will apply to all wool in so far as, like the Bradford 
regulations, the first of them requires all bales of wool or hair to 
be opened by skilled persons, but as regards the remainder of 
them there are distinctions drawn between different classes of wool. 
When the rules are issued there will be ample opportunity for 
making and considering objections, but as they are based on those 
now voluntarily adopted, Sir Matthew Ridley hopes they will be 
generally accepted without much difficulty. 

I am Sir, your obedient Servant, 
The Secretary, KenEtm Dicsy. 
Chamber of Commerce, Bradford. , 


Mr. G. Fawcett said he had seen a copy of the proposed new 
rules, and there was eliminated from them two or three rules 
which he might almost call nonsensical clauses. Dangerous 
articles were specially mentioned, and he thought the new rules 
would entirely meet the case, These rules, he was informed, 
had been signed by all the members of the commission, and since 
it had come up in the House of Commons, everything was now 
in perfect order, and he thought that they would have no cause 
to regret the action that the commissioners had taken. 
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Bristol—The ordinary monthly meeting of this Chamber was 
held on July 29 last, Mr. Mark Whitwell, junior, in the chair. 

The following subjects came up for discussion :—The Great 
Western Railway ; Canals; Sale of Goods Act, 1893 ; Railway 
Connections at Exeter ; Free Delivery Boundaries; the Tele- 
graphic Code; Signals in the Bristol Channel; the Light and 
Fog Signal on Skokam Island. 

At the forthcoming autumnal meeting of the Associated 
Chambers of Commerce at Southampton, the President of the 
Bristol Chamber will move the following resolution :—* That 
“ the facilities granted by the Board of Trade during many 
“ years past for the transmission of seamen’s wages, free of cost, 
“ from any port of discharge in the United Kingdom, and the 
“ experiment during the past 18 months at Dunkirk having 
“ proved a great boon to the families of seamen, the Board of 
“ Trade be respectfully asked to arrange that similar facilities 
* of a permanent character be given for the transmission from 
“ the following ports on the continent, where large numbers 
“ of British seamen are discharged, viz. Hamburg, Antwerp, 
“ Rotterdam, Dunkirk, Havre, &c., and that the Board be 
“ further requested to arrange for free money orders to be 
“ issued at other continental ports where British seamen are 
discharged.” 


Glasgow.—The monthly meeting of the Glasgow Chamber of 
Commerce was held on 13th July last, Mr. Paul Rottenburg in 
the chair. 

The chairman delivered an address on the proceedings of the 
recent Congress of Chambers of Commerce. 

A letter from the London Chamber of Commerce asking the 
Chamber to co-operate with them in obtaining exhibits for the 
exhibition to be held at Brussels in 1897 was remitted to the 
Home Affairs Committee. 


Halifax.—W ith reference to a notice that appeared on p. 355 
of the “ Board of Trade Journal for March 1896, respecting the 
proceedings at the monthly meeting of the Halifax Chamber of 
Commerce, a letter has been received at the Board of Trade from 
the collector of Customs at Melbourne stating that the “ Land and 
Income Assessment Act Amendment Act” is a New Zealand Act, 
and not, as therein stated, a Victorian Act, and that it is complained 
of in Victoria as well as in the United Kingdom. 


Leeds.—At the monthly meeting of the Leeds Incorporated 
Chamber of Commerce on July 29 last, reference was made to 
the following subjects :—The telephone service ; average clauses 
in insurance policies ; frivolous prosecutions under the Factory 
Acts; inland navigation; the manning of the navy; and the 
conference of the Associated Chambers in September next. 

Leicester.—The annual meeiing of the Leicester Chamber of 
Commerce was held on the 23rd July last, Mr. W. P. Viccars in 
the chair. 
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The President, in moving the adoption of the annual report, 
delivered a long address on the matters treated of at the annual 
conference of the Associated Chambers of Commerce. 

Liverpool.—The monthly meeting of the Chamber was held 
on July 29 last, Mr. F, C. Danson in the chair, 

The following subjects were referred to in the course of the 
meeting :—Delays in continental telegrams; international code 
vocabulary ; dues on salt and on lead; locomotives on highways ; 
telephone trunk messages; Canadian mail service; inspectors of 
meat ; Merchant Shipping Council Bill; tenders for mail service 
to Belize; inland navigation, &c. 

A meeting of the committee of the African Trade Section of 
the Liverpool Chamber of Commerce was held on the 18th July 
last, Mr. Alfred L. Jones in the chair. 

A draft memorial on the subject of the passage of an ordinance 
at Sierra Leone to advance the ad valorem duty on all goods 
not liable to specific duties from 74 per cent. to 10 per cent. 
from the lst prox. was read. It was resolved that the memorial 
should be printed and circulated amongst the committee for their 
further consideration, and that afterwards it should be laid before 
the council of the Chamber for their approval. 

A letter was read from Sir Gilbert Carter commenting upon 
a representation recently made to the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to the effect that the system of drawback existing at 
Lagos previous to October last should be restored, or a drawback 
suitable in amount be enacted which should permit certain mer- 
chandise shipped for Dahomey and dependencies to pass through 
Lagos instead of Kotonu. Sir.Gilbert stated, in conclusion, that 
he would endeavour to discuss the question with Mr. Chamberlain 
as the committee desired. 

A letter was read from Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co., 
saying that they had forwarded bags of jute seed for experimental 
cultivation to all the firms that had expressed to the Chamber 
their willingness to dispose of them, and also to all the curators 
of the botanical stations on the West Coast. 

The attention of the committee was drawn by Opobo Palm 
Nut Cracking Company to the following addition to clause 2 of 
the Native Adulteration Law now in force, viz.: “ In the event 
“of a native trader having produce, concerning which he is 
doubtful, he must first obtain from the district commissioner 
a permit to take the same to the European market to be 
“ tested. This permit must state the name of the European 

trader to whom the native wishes to take the produce, 
and the quantity. The result of the test must be endorsed 
on the permit by the European trader, who will return the 
permit direct to the district commissioner. If the test be 
satisfactory and the produce unadulterated, the European 
trader can, of course, purchase same ; but if otherwise, he must 
return it to the native to be cleansed.” 

A telegram had been received from the Under Secretary of 
State for the Colonies, saying that the revenue of Sierra Leone 
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last year (1895) was 98,000/., and the expenditure 100,000/. 
This is against revenue 99,0007. in 1894, and expenditure 93,0000. 
in the same year. Objection is made by merchants to the rapid 
increase in the expenditure of the colony. In 1894 the expendi- 
ture showed an increase of 11,0001. over that of 1893, the increase 
being chiefly caused by increase in staff of police, and by the 
outlay in the Tambi expedition and surveys. It is not yet known 
what caused the additional outlay of 7,000/. last year more than in 
1894. 

A letter was read from Messrs. John Holt and Co. complaining 
of increase in the burdens laid upon trade with West Africa 
owing to the large and growing expenditure of the Governments 
of the West African colonies. 

A letter was read from the Cape Coast Chamber of Commerce 
dated June 5, complaining of the lack of medical attendance and 


of the want of water at Cape Coast. 


Messrs. Elder, Dempster, and Co. announced that they had 
organised a fortnightly call at Sherbro’ on the outward and home- 
ward voyages of their steamers. 

A letter was also read from Mr. James Pinnock calling atten- 
tion to atrocities and stoppage of trade by the King of Benin, and 
urging that the Government zhould be asked to put a stop to the 
same. 


Manchester.—An ordinary meeting cf this Chamber was held 
on the 22nd July last, Mr. W. H. Holland in the chair. 


With regard to yarn contract rules and form, and with the 
object of ‘satisfying a want which has long been realised in the 
cotton yarn market, a conference representing the Manchester, 
Blackburn, and Oldham Chambers of Commerce, and the spin- 
ners’ and manufacturers’ associations, has for some time past been 
engaged in framing rules defining the customs of trade, and a 
contract form corresponding therewith. The conference has met 
on 11 occasions, and the result of its labours is now being sub- 


mitted for the approval of the constituent bodies. On behalf of 


the Manchester Chamber, the rules and contract form were 
accepted hy the Board of Directors, on the recommendation of 
the Yarn Sectional Committee. The rales are intended to be 
valid only in the absence of other stipulations between buyers 
and sellers. 

Letters were laid before the Board which, in pursuance of a 
previous resolution, had heen addressed to the New York 
Chamber of Commerce on the subject of consular certification of 
invoices for the United States. According to a new rule issued 
by the United States Department of State, consular certificates 
of invoices are to be given in the district where the goods to 
which they refer are manufactured or are finally finished. 
Hitherto, invoices of goods exported to the United States from 
Manchester have been certified by the consul resident there, 
even when portions of such goods have been manufactured in 
other districts, The new rule compels merchants to obtain 
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separate certification from the places of origin, and it involves 
not only the risk of serious delay, but often also a material 
addition, exceeling sometimes one per cent. to the cost of the goods. 
Moreover, in certain cases it may be impossible to comply with 
the rule. Manchester has become a growingly important centre 
for the warehousing and distribution of a vast variety of pro- 
ductions drawn from many parts of this country, or from the 
continent of Europe and the United States. From the aggre- 
gate stores of merchandise collected in this city, purchases are 
made by American merchants for export to their establishments 
in New Yok or other cities in the States. To trace the piace of 
origin and to obtain the necessary consular certificates in each 
case involves a large amount of trouble and expense, even where 
this process is practicabie. A statement of these facts was 
communicated to the New York Chamber, and its attention was 
drawn to paragraphs 655 and 662 of the Consular Regulations 


of the United States, the first of which provides that in cases 


where the party making a consular declaration resides at a 
remote distance from the consulate where the invoice is to be 
authenticated, the declaration may be made before any other 
consul, The second paragraph declares that the invoice must 
be produced to the consular officer of the district within which 
the branch house is located or the agent is stationed, and within 
which the goods were bought or manufactured. It was requested 
that the New York Chamber should investigate the question 
thus submitted to it, and that representation should be made, if 
thought desirable, to the authorities at Washington in favour of 
the withdrawal of the new rule. The correspondence was 
approved. No reply had yet been received from the New York 
Chamber. 

A communication from the Hong Kong Chamber, dated 
May 16, pointing out that one of the objects of the visit of Li 
Hung Chang to Europe is to obtain consent of the Powers having 
commercial treaties with China to an increase of import duties, 
was laid before the Board. ‘he Hong Kong Chamber recognised 


that, under certain conditions, some increase of the duties might 


not unreasonably be entertained. Effective guarantees should, 
however, be secured for the complete removal of all internal local 
taxes or transit dues. The Hong Kong Chamber further expreased 
much anxiety with regard to the proposed alteration of the tariff, 
and the earnest hope that, before any definite steps are taken in 
that direction, opportunity will be afforded to all Chambers of 
Commerce interested in the question to communicate their views 
upon it to Her Majesty’s Government. It was resolved that a 
letter should be addressed to the Foreign Office, inquiring whether 
any proposals on this subject have been received from the Chinese 
Government, and suggesting the advantage of consultation with 
the commercial bodies speciaily concerned with the matter before 
any alteration of the tariff is adopted. 

On the recommendation of the African Sectional Committee, 
a letter on the subject of the increase vf import duties in 
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Sierra Leone had been addressed to the Colonial Office, calling 
attention to the disastrous effect which the increased import 
duties would have on the not very flourishing state of the 
colony, and expressing the hope that the increase would not be 
sanctioned by Her Majesty’s Government. It was stated that the 
merchants of Sierra Leone, who had already found the existing 
duties so high as to prevent them from competing effectively with 
goods imported into the neighbouring French colony, had intended 
to petition the Government for a reduction, and now they found, 
instead of a decrease, an actual increase. They were very much 
concerned, apprehending that a large portion of the existing trade 
would leave the Colony. The letter recommended that instead of 
augmenting this duty the expenditure should be reduced consider- 
ably, and added that the augmentation of the duties would not 
only check the trade with the interior, but would tend to divert 
it to the adjoining French colonies, and that it was very doubtful 
if the increase of duties would bring about an increase of revenue. 
In his reply, the Secretary of State observed that the increase of 
duties from 74 to 10 per cent. was intended to provide for the 
interest and sinking fund of the loan for the construction of the 
railway now in progress, and that it would, according to the 
calculation of the collector of Customs, enlarge the revenue by a 
sum of 5,466/.a year. It was added that the Sherboro district 
hes recently been divided into two districts, for administrative 
purposes, a measure which, it was hoped, would result in developing 
the trade of that part of the Colony. 


Sheffield A meeting of the council of the Sheffield Chamber 
of Commerce was held on the 15th July last, Mr. S. E. Howell in 
the chair. 


The following resolution was moved :— 

“That in response to the attention called to the subject by 
“‘ Mr. Chamberlain, Secretary of the Colonies, this Chamber 
* should at once take steps ‘to secure samples of all the lighter 
* classes of goods required in our Colonies which are different in 
shape, substance, or adaptability from those usually manufactured 
in Sheffield which goods, it is said, foreign countries are supply- 
“ ing in our Colonies, notably that ‘ three-quarters of the barbers’ 
cutlery, scissors, clippers, etc.,’ are supplied to the Australasian 
“ Colonies by Germany and America, and that a case or cases to 
* exhibit the same be provided in the cutlers’ hall, or in some 
** suitable public building.”—The resolution gave rise to con- 
siderable discussion as to how practical effect could be given to 
the resolution inasmuch as there are no consuls in the Rage. 


and therefore no official representatives of the mother country to 
communicate with. The Chamber ultimately divided on the 
resolution. The voting was equal, whereupon the President gave 
his casting vote against the resolution. 

A communication from the India Office was read, enclosing a 
comparative return of the trade of this and foreign countries with 
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India. The communications were referred to a committee with a 
view to a report as early as possible. 

The secretary reported that he had transmitted a print of the 
Companies Act Amendment Bill, together with the report of the 
Chamber upon it, to every limited company in Sheffield, and up 
to the present time only 12 replies had been received. The 
secretary was directed to remind limited companies of the im- 
portance of the matter, and invite their assistance in considering 
the Government Bill. 

The secretary reported that complaints had been made by 
members of the Chamber that, notwithstanding the latest royal 
order issued by the Government of Spain, which authorises 
certificates of origin to be sent without the names of the manufac- 
turers of goods, if sent through and certified by the collector of 
Customs at the out-ports of this country, such certificates had 
been rejected by certain Custom-houses in Spain, and that he had 
in consequence, laid the matter before the Foreign Office, who 
had referred the matter to Her Majesty’s Ambassador at Madrid 
for inquiry and report. The secretary’s action was approved. 
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XXII—RECENT TRADE BLUE BOOKS. 


1. Electric Lighting Acts, 1882 to 1890 (Proceedings). Report 
by the Board of Trade respecting the Applications to and Pro- 
ceedings of the Board of Trade under the Electric Lighting Acts, 
1882 to 1890, during the past year. 255. Price 24d. 


The present paper gives the applications for Provisional Orders 
which have been received by the Board of Trade since the date 
of the last report of the 25th June 1895, together with, in each 
case, the title of Order and description of area, with names of 
promoters, and the manner in which the various applications have 
been dealt with. 

Of the applications in question (38 in number), 25 were made 
by loca! authorities and 13 by companies. Three of the applica- 
tions related to London. ‘The present report is dated the 24th of 
June 1896. 


2. Bankruptcy. Thirteenth General Annual Report of the 
Board of Trade under Section 131 of the Bankruptcy Act, 1883. 
267. Price 84d. 


This is the annual report of the Board of Trade on the working 
of the Bankruptcy Act of 1883. A report by the Inspector- 
General in Bankruptcy on the administration of the Bankruptcy 
and Deeds of Arrangement Acts is given, together with tables 
which furnish the usual statistical details both for the past year 
and for a series of previous years. 

A report by the solicitor to the Board of Trade on proceedings 
conducted by him is also annexed. 


(3.) Manning of Merchant Ships Committee. Report of the 
Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire into the 
Manning of British Merchant Ships. 1—Report (C—8127.) 
Price 84d. 


This is the Report of the Committee appointed in May 1894 
by the Board of Trade, to inquire into and report whether any 
amendment of the existing law is necessary in order to secure, as 
regards British ships :— 

(1.) The proper manning of such ships. 

(2.) The detention of such ships if proceeding, or about to 

roceed to sea under-manned, from ports in the United Kingdom. 

(3.) The punishment of persons, sending or taking, or being 
parties to sending or taking such ships to sea, if under-manned. 

The Committee in their present Report, which is dated the 
4th June 1896, state that in the course of their present inquiry 
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they have found it desirable to visit several of the most important 
ports in the United Kingdom, and to take evidence on the spot 
of a large number of witnesses representing various interests con- 
cerned in shipping. Lists are given with the evidence showing the _ 
names and occupations of the witnesses and the places at which 
they were examined. With regard to the number of foreigners in 
British ships the Committee state that from statistics which have 
been laid before them it would appear that the percentage of 
foreigners amongst all hands, excluding Lascars, employed in the 
home and foreign trades of the United Kingdom was only 15°6, 
which is less on the whole than the proportion of aliens permitted 
by the laws of foreign countries to be carried in foreign ships. 
It is also less on the whole than might have been carried under 
the old navigation laws in British ships in the foreign trade. 
But it is impossible to correctly estimate the extent of the forei 
element amongst British seamen by a comparison of the totals. 
It would appear that in 1891 the whole number of seamen em- 
ployed in the foreign trade of the United Kingdom was 131,375, 
of whom 22,052 were foreigners, and 21,322 were Lascars, nearly 
33 per cent. in all being non-British. The number of A.B.’s in 
the foreign trade was 40,625, of whom 12,226 were foreigners, 
and 6,953 were Lascars, or over 47 per cent. non-British. 
Excluding Lascars the percentage of foreigners among A.B.’s in 
the foreign trade was 42°7 in sailing vessels, 30:4 in steamers, 
and 36'3 on the whole number. 

The number of petty officers was 9,309, of whom 2,154 were 
foreigners and 1,377 Lascars, or nearly 38 per cent. non-British, 
The number of firemen was 24,733, of whom 3,224 were foreigners 
and 7,475 Lascars, or over 43 per cent. non-British. The 
number of ordinary seamen was 3,431, of whom 489 were 
foreigners (none being Lascars), or over 14 per cent. non-British. 
The number of boys was 1,207, of whom 104 were foreigners and 
143 were Lascars, or 20 per cent. non-British. The number of 
apprentices was 3,619, of whom an ascertained but very small 
number were foreigners. The proportion of foreigners amongst 
all hands in the foreign trade, excluding Lascars, was 26°8 per 
cent. in sailing ships, 17 per cent. in steamers, and 20 per cent. 
on the whole number. The percentage of foreigners in the 
foreign trade amongst masters was 3°5, mates 4°6, and engineers 
2'8. 

A return of seamen and firemen engaged at certain ports in the 
first six months of 1894 showed that the percentage of foreign 
A.B.’s engaged varied between 33 and 67 per cent. in sailing 
ships and 13 and 38 per cent. in steamers. 

An inquiry which was made in 1886 (Parliamentary Paper, 
C.—4709) showed that of 276 vessels distinguished by their 
preference for foreigners, 23 carried over 80 per cent. of 
foreigners, 33 between 70 and 80 per cent., 60 between 60 and 
70 per cent., 53 between 50 and 60 per cent., 37 between 40 and 
50 per cent., 29 between 30 and 40 per cent., 18 between 20 and 
30 per cent., and 23 under 20 percent. Remembering that the 
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percentages of foreigners amongst masters, officers, apprentices, 
and boys are very low, it may be assumed that a very large pro- 
portion of the A.B.’s employed in these 276 selected vessels were 
foreigners. 

The foregoing figures illustrate the extent to which British-born 
seamen are already brought into competition with foreigners in 
our own mercantile marine. 

In conclusion, the Committee state that, having regard to the 
fact that there are ever-varying conditions in respect of the 
manning of larger vessels, they have come to the conclusion that 
the interests of safety would he better secured by official super- 
vision, founded on the scheme of manning prescribed for ordinary 
vessels, than by fixing a hard-and-fast statutory scale. 

The Committee further state that they would recommend :— 

(1.) That under-manning should, by legislation, be comprehended 
in the law authorising detention for unseaworthiness, and that an 
instruction be issued to the officers of the Board of Trade 
authorising them to detain vessels which are not manned in 
compliance with the proposed schemes. 

(2.) That particulars of all ships detained by the Board of Trade 
should be sent to the Secretary of Lloyd’s. 

(3.) That undermanning should be specifically declared by 
statute to be unseaworthiness, but that no ship shall be deemed 
to be unseaworthy on leaving a port outside of the United 
Kingdom by reason of undermanning if it be shown that the 
shipowner or master has taken all reasonable means to comply 
with the regulations. 

These recommendations would meet the points raised in 
clauses 2 and 3 of the reference to the committee. Owners of 
vessels sailing without the prescribed crews and without the 
sanction of the Board of Trade officer or a court of appeal as 
recommended, would then risk their insurance, and be liable to 
prosecution for unseaworthiness. 

Whilst limiting their report in the terms of their appointment 
to the manning of British ships, the Committee think it right to 
point out that unless any system of manning is applied uni- 
versally, viz., to ships of al! nations, property and life will not 
be adequately protected whilst on the highway common to all 
nations at sea. 

The Committee, moreover, think it desirable that Her Majesty’s 
Government should take steps to invite the co-operation of mari- 
time ‘states to consider how far it may be possible to agree with 
them on identical rules for the manning of merchant vessels, and 
the steps to be mutually taken for tiedng such regulations . 
but they are of opinion that there should be no delay in putting 
a manning scheme into practice by reason of inviting such co- 
operation. 

The Committee conclude by recapitulating in a collected form 
the principal suggestions and recommendations which are contained 
in their report, and which are 42 in number. 


| 
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4. Manning of Merchant Ships Committee. Report of the 
Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire into the 
Manning of British Merchant Ships. II. Minutes of Evidence 
and Appendices, (C—8128.) Price 11s, 7d. 


The present return gives the names of the witnesses examined 
before the Manning of Merchant Ships Committee, arranged 
alphabetically. The minutes of the evidence taken are also 
printed in extenso, together with appendices containing documents 
telating to the evidence put in by various witnesses and others. 


(5.) Manning of Merchant Ships Committee, Report of the 
Committee appointed by the Board of Trade to inquire into the 
manning of British Merchant Ships. I11.—Names of Witnesses, 
Digest and Index of Evidence, and List of Ships. (C.—8129.) 
Price 11d. 

This is a return which gives the names of witnesses examined 
before the manning Committee of British merchant ships in the 
order of their examination. A digest and analytical index of the 
evidence taken before the Committee is also given, together with 
a list of the different steam and sailing ships which are named in 
the evidence. 


(6.) Report from the Select Committee on Food Products Adul- 
teration with the Proceedings of the Committee, 288. Price 9d. 


This is the report of the Select Committee of the House of 
Commons appointed on the 20th February 1896 to inquire into 
the working of the Margarine Act, 1887, and the Sale of Food 
and Drugs Act, 1875, and any Acts amending the same, and 
report whether any, and if so what amendments of the law 
relating to adulteration are in their opinion desirable. 

In the present report it is stated that the Committee was 
originally appointed in the year 1894, during which Session they 
met on nine occasions and took evidence from eight witnesses. 

The Committee were re-appointed in the Session of 1895 and 
again during the current Session. In the year 1895, 18 sittings 
were held and 50 witnesses examined, and during the current 
Session six sittings have taken place and evidence has been 
received from 12 witnesses. The Committee have met in all on 
33 occasions and have examined 68 separate witnesses. 


(7.) Correspondence respecting the subsidising by the Norwegian 
Government of Steamers running between Norwegian and British 


Ports. Commercial No. 5 (1896), (C.—8104). Price 1d. 


This paper contains the correspondence which has passed 
between Messrs. Wilson, Sons, and Co., on the one hand, and 
the Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs and the President 
of the Board of Trade on the other, with reference to the sub- 
sidising by the Norwegian Government of steamers runnin 
between Norwegian and British Ports. The correspondence which 
is now published commences on the 17th October 1895 and is 
carried up to the 1st April 1896. 
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(8.) British Ships (Desertion of Seamen Abroad). Return 
showing the number of Desertions and Failures to join in various 
parts of the World, compiled from Articles of Agreement which 
terminated in the year 1895.—299. Price 14d. 


This is a return to an Order of the House of Commons dated 
the 27th April 1896. In the return it is stated that the attached 
tables have been prepared from agreements received from the 
Registrar-General of Shipping and Seamen, from vessels employed 
in the home and foreign trades (excluding coasting and fishing 
vessels), for voyages which terminated in 1895, irrespective of 
the dates on which they commenced. 

A comparison of the number of desertions and failures to join 
foreign-going vessels at ports in the British Islands, with the 
number which occur abroad, gives the following result ; but it 
is stated that it should be remembered that in the British Islands 
the majority of the offences are failures to join at the commence- 
ment of a voyage; abroad, they are actual desertion. 


Estimated 
Number of 
Persons Desertions, &c., in the 
Employed, British Islands. 
excluding 
Masters, 
Cattlemen, 
and 
Lascars. Number. Per Cent. | Number. Per Cent. 


Desertions, &c., Abroad. 


*38,500 1,406 3°7 5,840 15°3 


10°5 


 *100,000 16,622 16°6 8,662 | 
| 
| 
| 


*138,500 | 18,028 (14,502 
| 

*These estimates are obtained by means of figures supplied at pages 262 and 
263 of the Annual Statement of Shipping of the United Kingdom for 1894. 


(9.) Home Office — Dangerous Trades Committee Interim 
Report of the Departmental Committee appointed to inquire into 
and report upon certain Miscellaneous Dangerous Trades—(C. 
8149.) Price 33d. 

This is the Interim Report of the Depaitmental Committee 
xppointed by the Secretary of State for the Home Department to 
inquire into the conditions of work as they affect the health cf the 
operatives in the following industries and processes :— 

India-rubber works. 

Paper staining, cclouring, and enamelling. 

Dry cleaning. 

Basic slag works and manufacture of silicate cotton. 

Electric generating works. 

Sole-stitching hy American machinery. 

Glass polishing. 

File cutting. 
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Bronzing and metallachrome powder in lithographic works.. 
Flour mills. 

The use of converters in metal works. 

The use of steam locomotives in factories. 

Licking of labels for reels in thread mills. 

The use of inflammable paints in shipbuilding yards.. 
Galvanised iron works. 

The process of dyeing with arsenate of soda. 

The manufacture and use of grindstones and emery wheels.. 
The use of lead in various forms in print and dye works. 

The testing of bottles by compressed air. 

The bottling of aerated waters. 

The manufacture of salt. 

“ Ending and mending” in velvet works. 

And to report what, if any, special rules should be made under 
section 8 of the Factory and Workshops Act, 1891,for the 
protection of the persons employed in these industries. . 

The various trades dealt with in the present report of the 
Committee are—bronzing in lithographic works; paper staining,. 
colouring, and enamelling; the use of steam locomotives in. 
factories; india-rubber works; the use of inflammable paints ;. 
dry cleaning; aerated waters; respirators. — 


(10.) Agricultural Statistics of Ireland, with detailed Report on: 
Agriculture for the year 1895. (C.—8126.) Price 1s. 3d. 

This is the annual report, prepared by the Registrar-General in 
Dublin, giving detailed statements relating to the various branches. 
of agriculture in [reland for the year 1895. The various branches 
dealt with are as follows:—Division of land; acreage under 
crops; number and size of holdings; number of occupiers of land ; 
woods and plantations; rates of produce ; noxious insects ; fungi 
weeds ; number, ages, &c., of live stock; entire horses; bulls ; 
diseases of animals; exports and imports of live stock ; dairy 
industries ; honey produced ; agricultural machines; number of 
scutching mills ; number of corn mills; silos and ensilage ; forestry 
operations ; wages of agricultural labourers; observations on the 
— of the crops by superintendents of enumeration ; the: 
weather. 
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XXTII—QUARANTINE NOTICES. 


The following information with regard to quarautine, received 
from Her Majesty’s representatives abroad, has been communicated 
to the Board of Trade through the Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affairs :-— 

Russ1a.—Egypt having been declared unsatisfactory in respect 
of cholera, all vessels arriving from Egyptian ports, as well as 
vessels entering the Mediterranean by way of the Suez Canal, 
shall be subjected to the operation of paragraph 17 of the 
Quarantine Regulations of the 26th April, 1893, as having sailed 
from infected ports, or having been in communication with the 
same. Ships, therefore, arriving at the port of Odessa, especially 
if they have hoisted the quarantine flag during their passage 
through the Mediterranean and the Straits, shall, in accordance 
with paragraph 18 of such Regulations, be subjected to medical 
inspection of their crews, passengers, and ship’s quarters, and 
should hygienic conditions of the same prove unsatisfactory, 
careful disinfection shall be carried out. 

Norway.—The restrictions on the importation of rags from 


Russia, (Galicia, and Bukowina have been removed. 


PorrvcaLt.—Hong Kong, Macao, and all the ports of the 
province of Canton are free from bubonic plague since July 4. 

Gulf of Finland and arrivals from St. Petersburg free from 
cholera. Port of Para declared infected by yellow fever, and 
Port Said with cholera. 

Sparn.—Vessels from Port Said which have sailed after 5th 
July last, and arrive in Spanish ports with any kind of bill of 
health, will be despatched to the quarantine station, and that 
other ports within 165 kilometres of Port Said will be considered 
specially compromised. 


The following has been received through the Secretary of State 
for the Colonies :-— 

GiBRALTAR.—Shipping from Pert Said 12 days out granted 
pratique if good health on board. 


Cyprus.—aAll vessels arriving from any port or place on the 
Mediterranean coast of Egypt, shall be subjected to 10 days’ 
quarantine at Larnaca, unless such vessel shall have performed 
10 days’ quarantine at an intermediate port, and shall be provided 
with a clean bill of health; and, further, that any such vessel 
which has performed quarantine for less than 10 days at an inter- 
mediate port, and is provided with a clean bill of health, shall be 
required to complete the prescribed period of quarantine at 
Larnaca. No oe ag from Alexandria shall, unless they have 
their place of domicile in Cyprus or are coming to Cyprus on 


Government business, be allowed to perform quarantine on shore. 
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XXIV.—POST OFFICE NOTICES. 


Parcet Post to Portugar, Maprrra, AND THE AZORES 
(By Sxa Route). 
Extension of Limit of Weight, Revision of Postage, and 
Introduction of Insurance. 


On the Ist of August 1896, the limit of weight for parcels 


sent by sea to Portugal, Madeira, and the Azores was raised to 
11 Ib. 


The postage was also revised, and was from that date as 
follows :— 


For a Parcel weighing— 
Not Over 3 lb. Over 7 Ib. 
but not but not 
over 3 Ib. over 7 lb. over 11 lb. 
To Portugal - - 2 0 25 
To Madeira - - - 2 0 2 5 210 
To the Azores - 2 5 2 10 


Parcels may now be insured for any sum not: exceeding 20/., 
_under the usual conditions. 


CANADIAN-AUSTRALASIAN Mart SERVICE (vid 
VANCOUVER). 

In consequence of an alteration in the packet service between 
Canada and Australia, the dates fur despatching correspondence 
to the Fiji Islands, Australia, New Zealand, and the Hawaiian 
(Sandwich) Islands by way of Vancouver, have been changed, 
Instead of the days mentioned in the “ Post Office Guide,” the 
under-mentioned days have been fixed for the despatch of mails 
from London by this route during the remainder of the current 
year :— 


~— | Supplementary Despatches. 
| 
Thursday evening, 20th August - Saturday afternoon, 22nd August. 
h Se 19th September. 
” lit | Wednesday evening, 23rd September. 
21st October. 
” Loch Goteber -{ Saturday ‘afternoon, 24th October. 
19th November - 21st November. 
” 17th December “{ Wednesday evening, 25rd December. 
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XXV.—STATISTICAL TABLES. 


1.—ForeIcnN TRADE OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 
StaTEMENT of the Imports into and of the Exports from the 
Unitep Kinepom during the Month and Seven Months ended 
31st July 1896, compared with the corresponding periods of the 
year 1895. 
MonTH ENDED 31st JULY. 
I. Imports FROM FOREIGN COUNTRIES AND BritisH PossgEssrons. 


| Mexthentea 
3lst July 


| 
Decrease. 


| 

I, Animals, living (for food) - 969,850 
II, (A.) Articles of food and drink, duty 
free - - =| 11,862,307 | 73,050,262 1,187,955 
(B.) Articles of food and drink, duti- 
able - - - - - 2,085,831 | 7,965,093 
Tobacco, dutiable - - 406,486 342,858 
Ill. Metals - - 1,820,622 1,765,051 
IV. Chemicals, dyestuffs, and tanning . 
substances 534,570 583,417 
VI. Raw materials fortextilemanufactures| 2,796,693 | _ 3,530,797 
VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures 5,103,149 4:798,757 
VIII. Manufactured articles - *| 6,850,798 | 6,847,997 -508,811 
IX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - -| 1,164,810 | 7,703,789 61,071 
(B.) Parcel post - 66,504 79664) 18,160 
Total Value = - 34,882,850 | 95,097,574 | | 
II. Exports or British anD Propuce AND MANUFACTURE. 


714,604 


| 
Il, Articles of food and drink - - 97612%| gsoas| — | 49 
III. Raw materials - 1,553,795 | 7,870,076 256,287 
IV. Articles manufactured and partly manu- 
factured, viz. :— 
(A.) Yarnsand textilefabries - 9,703,895| 9,487,958 


B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
‘ therefrom (except machinery) -! 2,964,036 | 2,565,478 


(C.) Machinery and millwork - 1,552,724 1,838,891 
(D.) Apparelandarticlesof personal use! 938,241 865,864 


(B.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
cinal preparations - 622,017 708,682 


(F.) All other a, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured 2,835,046 2,684,215 150,831 


(G.) Parcel post - - 122,777 111,089 11,138 


Total Value 21,334,785 | 20,559,486 775,299 | 


Ifl. Exrorts or ForeiGN AND CoLoNnIAL Propwce. 


2 
Total Value | 4:789,951 | 

H | 
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Trape oF THE Unitep Kinapom—cont. 
Seven Montus ENDED 3lst JULY. 


I. Imports rrom Foreign CountTrRigs AND British Possessions. 


Seven Months ended 
Sist July 


1896. 1895. 


I. Animals, living (for food) - =| 6,354,820 | 4,704,820 
iL (a) é Articles of food and drink, duty 


( of food and drink, duti- 
able - - 


81,419,159 | 80,078,002 


12,903,965 | 43,072,787 

Tobacco, dutiable - 2,254,988 1,074,824 580,667 

IIL. Metals - 11,879,788 | 10,778,057 1,161,737 
Iv. Chapigaia, tanning 

4,709,083 45215,350 493,733 


VI. Raw materials for textilemanufactures | 44,382,918 | 45,978,967 5 


VII. Raw materials for sundry industries 
and manufactures - | 25,678,736 | 22,657,640 | 3,027,096 


‘VIII. Manufactured articles - - | 47,473,851 | 42,697,007 | 4,782,850 
TX. (A.) Miscellaneous articles - - 8,455,024 7:955,883 499,141 
(B.) Parcel post - - - 598,313 604,501 


Total Value . 250,884,885 | 238,785,464 | 12,040,421 


II. Exports or British AnD PRODUCE AND MANUFACTURES. 


I. Animals, living - - 465,177 400,194 
II. Articles of food and drink - - 5,924,715 |, 5,548,727 
Raw materials - - | 10,152,778 | 70,847,707 


IV. Articles manufactured and manu- 
factured, viz. :— ed 


(A.) Yarns and textile fabrics - | 62,883,884 | 57,655,963 5,227,421 


(B.) Metals and articles manufactured 
therefrom (except machinery) 19,499,427 | 75,707,687 | 3,791,790 


(C.) Machinery and millwork - - 9,849,568 8,473,716 1,375,852 
(D.) Apparel and articles of personal use 5,990,134 4;942,078 1,048,116 


(E.) Chemicals and chemical and medi- 
preparations - 5,073,142 4:871,860 201,282 


(F.) Aa s other articles, either manu- 
factured or partly manufactured - | 19,608,699 | 78,034,497 1,574,218 


(G.) Parcel post - 890,488 694,714 195,774 


\ 


Total Value - 140,337,507 | 726,677,002 | 13,660,505 


III. Exports or AND COLONIAL PRODUCE. 


! 
2 
Total Value - | $4,213,475 | 35,097,305 


93193. 
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2 
| 1,341,157 - 
4,891,043 
6,183 
| 
2 2 
64,986 
194928 
$$ 
| | 
z 
807,830 
H 
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II.—Corn PRICEs. 


Return of the Quantities soLpD and Averace Prices of Britisa 
Corn, ImpertaL Measure, as received from the Inspectors and 
Officers of Excise during the under-mentioned periods. 


Periods. Wheat. | Barley. | 


Quantities sold. 


Qrs. Qrs. bus. 
Week ended 4th July 1896 14,099 893 2 


— 15,318 449 0 
a. 17,856 648 1 
21,298 437 0 


July 1896 68,573 2,427 


Corresponding month in 1895 97,129 4 1,979 
» 1894 63,215 0. 293 


Average Prices. 


d. 
Week ended 4th July 1896 2 


18th, 


1l 
3 
8 


July 1896 


June 1896 
May 

April 

March 
February 
January y 
December 1895 
November ,, 
October 
September ,, 


3 
8 


Ar onn OR 


N 


242 
| 
Oats. 
4 
| | 
| 
4,075 6 
| 2,589 1 
2,968 5 
3 11,953 6 
6 14,029 2 
15 0 
q ” 11th 24 18 14 9 
24 «| 15 4 
-| 94 19 15 0 
24 18 | 15 0 
25 20 14, 10 
- - ° 25 21 *6 14 5 
24 10 21 10 13 6 
25 2 3 13 7 
26 | 13 14 
25 23 10 13 10 
24 11 23 14 1344 
- - - 25 9 25 1 14 2 
- - -| % 6 | 8 13 5 
- - - 22 10 24 0 13-7 
August = - . - 24 2 20 3 15 7 
! 
July 1895 -| 9 | 19 8 16 4 
1894 - "| 24 6 21 7 19 9 
» 1893 - - - 26 7 | 21 4 a7 
» 1892 - 9.2 | 
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IfI.—Emieration.—J uty 1896. 


Return of the Nomsers, Narionarities, and Destinations of the 
Passencers that left the Unirep Kinepom for Piaczs out of 

Evrore during the Month ended 31st July 1896 and the 

Seven Months ended 31st July 1896, compared with the 

« corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


Cape 

British All 

Nationalities. North | Austral- | of Good | other | Total. | Corre- 
8 * | America, 


Hope 


Month ended 31st 


English - - 4,896 1,669 579 1,835 
Scotch 


Trish 


Total of 
origin - 


Foreigners - -| 4,470 763 7 775 192 | 6207 | 7,947 
Nationalities 
distinguished - 


Total - -| 12,809 2,664 640 2,786 | 1,005 19,904 22,140 
Total for corre- 
sponding 

Month 1895 - 


Seven Months ended 3ist July. 


10,953 5,102 


526 


Total of | 
origin. * 


Foreigners - «| $81,621 - 5,217 101 4,778 1,004 42,721 41,416 


Total + | sos22 | 14678 | 4762 | 17,079 | 8173 | 134014 | 140,875 
Total for corre- 


8 106, 12,604 5 11,306 4 
« 205 045 72 42,87 


Norr.—The above figures, being made up ai the earliest possible date after the ‘close of each 
month, are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


H 2 


Total 
| 
July. . 
574 9,553 9,729 
51 1,281 1,160 
-| 2,475 82 | 25 44 16 2,642 3,127 
po 8,298 1,898 633 2,011 641 | 13,476 | 14,016 
English- | 25,914 7,908 4,140 | | 54,012 | 56,727 
1 
Scotch - 4870 996 300 | 1,084 | 74,776 | 8,028 
Irish - =| 26,793 524 216 264 149 27,946 34,749 
s7s77 | 9,423 | 4656 | 12,801 | 5,777 | 89,734. | 99,404 
| 
any 124 38 5 | | 1,392. 1,559 | 1,455 
| 
| 
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IV.—Auien 1896, 


Return of the Numser of Atrens that arrived from the ConTINeNT at Porrsf in the 
Unitep Kinepom, during the Month and Seven Months ended 31st July 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the previous Year. 


(Compiled from the Atren Lists received by the Customs under Act 
6 Will. 4. c. 11. sect. 2.) 


Gothenburg, | 
Hamburg, | Rotterdam, gd Other 
Bremen, and | Amsterdam, Dieppe. Continental | Total 
Bremerhaven.| and Antwerp. Ohristiansand. Ports. 
1896. | 7895. 1806, 1896, 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 10% | 1895. | 1896. | 7895, 
Month ended 31st July. 
Aliens stated to be en 
at -| 1,289| 7,367; 287| 187] 776, — | 335 | 787 2, 1,969 
Grimsby -| 174 14 23 2 5; — 39 82; 213| 1% 
Hull - Ps 76 178 47 44 61 - 181 138 
a Tyne Ports - 30 40 35 25 167 244 —_ - 231 222 588 
» Leith -| 84) ge] 55) 70| 218) 
a Other Ports 170 136 59 9s 217 167 _ _ 417 389 8638 7387 
Total - L757 | 4,976! 589, 687) 605| 580) 1,273 | 98% | $4,775 | $4,700 
Aliens en route to America : 
Arrived at Grimsby - 4 4 80; 573) — 50 | 787| 657| 699 
» 98%, —| —| —| = 93| 160 
Hull - > 35 143 683 543 658 961 | 7,5¢@ | 1,542 | 2,397 
Leith - 30 419 28 187 2 56 116 
Other 16 23 287 237 310 259 
Total - -j| 162 789 61/ 573| 1,141) gss| — — | 1354| 7,988 | 2,718 | 4,798 
of Aliens en route and 
not stata to bef 1,919 | 2,655 | 558 | 7,05¢| 1,784| 7,674 | 605 | 2,627| 7,493 | 8,623 
en route to America* - | 
Seven Months ended 31st July. 
to be en 
erica : 
| 9,705 | 7,608 | 2,893 | 2,860 | 3,623 | | 4,705 | 4,407 | 5,617 4,742 |$26,543 | te2,368 
Aliens en route erica : 
onsen No. | 1,925 | 3387| 610 | 2,770 |12616 | 9400 | — | — | 12,865 | 10,684 | 27,516) 25,040 
Total ofAliens en route and 
of Aliens not stated to be ¢| 11,630 | 70,940 | 3,503 | 5,050 | 16,289 | 72,442 | 4,705 | 4,407 | 17,982 | 74,776 |t54,059 |t47,609 
en route to America* - 


* The distinction made in this Return between “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America,” and “ Aliens en 
route to America,” is due to the fact that alarge number of Aliens who arrive from Continental ports are reported 
to be on the way to America, and it is considered desirable to record this fact. But it is not thereby implied that 
the “ Aliens not stated to be en route to America” come to this country for settlement, there being in fact a large 
emigration of foreigners from this country, while many y the Aliens arriving from Continental ports return to 
the Continent. (See A l Report on Emigration and Immigration, No. 130, . 1856, and Monthly Emigration 
Returns.) 


+ The ports from which Alien Lists are received are Aberdeen, Belfast, Bristol, Dover, Dublin, Folkestone, 
w, Goole, Grangemouth, Granton, Greenock, Grimsby, Harwich, Hull, Kirkcaldy, Leith, Liverpool, London, 
Middlesbrough, Newcastle, Newhaven, North Shields, outh Shields, Southampton, Sunderland, and West 
Harilepool. The lists received from Dover, Folkestone, Harwich, Newhaven, and Southampton show only deck 
passengers, and persons who, after landing, proceed by train as third-class passengers. ‘ 
t The number of sailors included with the Aliens who arrived at ports in the United Kingdom not en route to 
America in the month of July 1896 was 938, and 1,097 in the same month of 1895; in the seven months ended July 
1896 the number was 6,158, and in the same months of 1895 the number was 5,782. 


| 
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AND WALES 


Noumser of Receiving Orpers Gazetrep in the under-mentioned 
Periods and in the under-mentioned Principal Trades and Occupations. 


Seven Months 
ended July 


1896. 1895. 


No. 
Total gazetted e 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations :— 
Publicans and hotel 
Grocers, 
Builders 
Farmers 
Butchers 


Bakers 
Drapers, haberdashers, &e. - 
Decorators, painters, plumbers, &c. 
Boot and shoe 
reengroce’ teers, - 
Tailors, &c. ou - 
Coal and coke merchants dealers - 


Clerks, commercial and general 
Agents, commission and 
Auctioneers - 
Jewellers, watchmakers, importers, 
nters and joiners - 

Confectioners - 
Solicitors - 
Tobacconists, &c. 
Fishmongers, poulterers, - 
Corn, flour, seed, hay, and straw 

merchants and dealers - 
Furniture dealers and makers - 
Provision merchants, &c. - 
Travellers, &e. - 
Saddlers and harness makers = - 
General dealers - 
Cabinet makers and upholsterers 
Carriers, carmen, an 

hauliers 
Clothiers, outfitters, &e. - 
Merchants - - 
Schoolmasters and schoolmistresses 
Ironmongers - “eh 
Chemists, druggists, emi 


ook 


Oe 


to 


Restaurant, coffee, ‘eating-house 
keepers 

Printers and publishers - 

Engineers and founders, &c. 

Gardeners, florists, &c. 

Dairymen, cowkeepers, &c. 

Lodging-house keepers - 


CO 


1896, 245 
1896, 
1896. | 1895. | 
1895. 
au”. 33 22 188 198 
2) 22 182 176 
ial 19 18 144 123 
15 23 140 178 
_ 15 69 84 
1,969 10 3 67 65 
1% 6 14 53 53 
1 52 48 
215 
580 51 76 
787 48 48 
4,700 42 65 
— 1 37 36 
33 27 
31 33 
| 28 31 
2,384 28 23 
oa 27 19 
27 21 
9,823 27 23 
23 18 
23 17 
23 25 
22 24 
2,368 95 
19 
| 18 
609 18 21 
| 26 
| 23 
17 12 
that 16 20 
16 14 
15 16 
one, 15 9 
on, 
Vest 
15 13 
15 18 
15 21 
uly 14 13 
14 15 
14 14 
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Seven Months 
July ended July 


1895. 1896. 1895. 


Number gazetted in principal trades and 
occupations—cont. 
Wine and spirit merchants, &c. 
Blacksmiths, farriers, &c. 
Brokers, stock and share 
Cattle and pig dealers - 
Officers in Army - 
Clerks in holy orders - - 
Carriage, &c. builders - 
Timber merchants and wood dealers 
Wheelwrights - - 
Hairdressers - 
Contractors - ~ 
China, glass, and earthenware, &c. 
dealers 
Stationers - 
Hosiers, glovers, &c. - - 
Stone, marble, and monument masons 
Architects and surveyors - - 
Cab, coach. and omnibus proprietors - 
Curriers, tanners, and leather merchants 
Fishing net, smack owners, and masters 
-Directors ard promoters of public 
companies 


No. 


| 
| 
| 
| 


VI—Exprort or LivE ANIMALS FROM IRELAND TO 
GREAT BRITAIN. 


Retvrn of the Nomper of Animals exported from IRELAND to GREAT 

Britain during the Month ended 3let July 1896, and during 

_ the first Seven Months of the Year 1896, compared with the cor- 
responding Periods of the Year 1895. 


! Seven Months 
sili July ended July 


1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 


No. No. | No. No. 
32,878 | 36,087 | 303,348 | 323,146 
134,787 | 775,770 | 379,907 310,942 
13,043 | 12,753 | 323,609 | 377,350 
938 952 3,702 
3,331 19,482 


3 7 
483 200 964 


184,962 | 169,728 |1,086,328 975,593 


| 
246 
| 
| 
| 
| 1896. | 
| 
| No. | No. || 
| | 1 20 
i 2 9 
2 | : 
4 6 
4 7 
13 
| 8 12 
6 
| | 14 
2 14 
10 
| 12 
1 16 
1 13 
q 1 7 
2 8 
10 
| 1 12 
10 
| | 
Shep -  - 
q Swine - | 
Mules or Jennets - - 
| 
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VIL—FisHery anp WALEs. 


Statement of the Torat Quantity and of the returned 
‘as landed on the EnerisH and Coasts from the fishing 
grounds during the Month aud Seven Months ended 31st July 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Periods of the Year 1895. 


July Seven ended 


Brill 

Prime fish, not separately distinguished 
‘Total prime fish 


Cod 
Haddock 

Hake - 

Halibut - 

Herrings 


Ling 
Mackerel - 
Pilchards - 
Plai 


ish not separately distinguished, except 


8,510,404 


Shell fish :— No. No. 


8,701,207 
wts. Cut | 


Cc Cwts. 
Other shell fish 2 | Aer 297,272 


Prime fish, not separately distinguished 
Total prime fish 


3,390 
46,161 
20,989 

7,882 


78,422 
12,419 
7 


fan not separately distinguished, except 


Shell fish :— 
Crabs 
rs - 
Other shell fish 
Total 
Total value of fish landed - 3,115,431 


Nets.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual is al i 
are the actual values resurned by the Officers at cach place given 


1896. | 1895. 1896. | 1895. 
| QuanTITY. 
Cwts. Cwts. Cwts. | Cuts. 
1,665 1,523 11,152 | 11,004 
6,978 7,083 50,158 49,535 
6,714 6745 || 43,137 44,160 
| 4,831 2,568 || 24131 | 17,108 
20,188 | 17,919 || 128,578 121,798 
31,222 26,944 317,975 317,978 
187,704 170,268 || 1,396,162 1,340,045 
26,274 14,208 | 86,100 59,897 
19,813 17,526 75,144 70,198 
- 57,214 63,421 115,074 164,907 
8,764 9419 65,754 | 75,482 
16,298 16,252 || 320,456 | 284,428 
5,727 4,804 | 12,242 | 4,078 
64,831 74075 || , 401,987 434,904 
17 5 | 49,242 43,189 
85,902 76,726 630,393 598,575 
Total - 583,954 490,757 || 3,599,107 | 
VALUE. 
£ | 2 £ 
- 8,729 29,420 28,910 
- 44,410 | 812,359 827,058 
- 18,767 | 160,039 172,704 
17,615 84,411 56,094. 
84,521 | 586,229 584,768 
Haddock 69,397 719,309 717,820 
Hake . 17,364 | 71,960 62,465 48,388 
Halibut - 27,608 | 24,795 129,274 120,055 
Herrings - 21,890 | 32,267 45,763 81,073 
Lin - - - 4,313 4,927 40,694 48,876 
Mackerel . 10361 | 12729 || 938,546 | 
Pilchards - 1,464 1,080 3,383 1,180 
A | 61,467 69,647 448,768 456,307 
| 7 | 2 7,463 8,682 
| 58,004 | 55,077 439,838 398,267 
Total -| $71,289 | 375,626 2,915,509 | 2,898,285 
88,934 
17,708 
23,427 
77,055 
187,143 
3,050,348 
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VIL).—Fisnery 


Statement of the Toran Quantity and Vatvue of the Fisu returned 
as landed on the Scorcu Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July 1896, compared with the corresponding 
Periods of the Year 1895. 


July Seven — ended 


Total value of fish landed 841,546 


Norz.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. 


| | 1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 
| QUANTITY. 
| Cis, Owis, Cute 
Soles (Lemon Soles) - q 10,4 
) ° ° 456 245 2,578 4 
i 
i 43,291 25,740 | 411,565 816 
Hea 44,575 97.817 600,481 
Saith (Coal Fish) - : | 16,598 14,442 103,978 64,648 
Skate - 3,287 2,599 48,031 49,651 
| Sparling - - 2 4 94 of 
| k (Tusk) 750 710 9,341 9,097 
Whiting 2,433 8,358 23,447 21,680 
ish not i 
Total 1,850,725 1,580,848 4,058,895 8,571,008 
} Shell Fish :-— No. No. No. No. 
Crabs - 153,888 256,924 2,661,048 1,924 582 
q - - - 
Cwts. Cuts. Cwts. Cwts. 
| Other shell fish 3,553 | 40,149 34,268 
| VaLug. 
Soles (Lemon Soles | 3.064 _ 
| Soles ») 1,219 739 | 7,342 
Cod - 7 11,973 7,682 | 131,827 110,196 
Eel - 298 220 5,222 5,609 
| Flounder, Plaice, Brill - 4,527 5449 || 55,137 43,415 
Haddock - - 16,961 17,294 || 226,848 227,836 
Halibut - - 3,438 2,317 || 29,658 26,798 
| Herrings | 241,533 294,308 || 435,417 490,102 
» 2,884 2,514 29,506 87,918 
| 4 734 26 | 1,535 344 
| Saith (Coal Fish) - . 1,409 1,480 9,314 6,887 
Skate 4 464 | 11541 
| Sprats 308 ge | 1381 um 
Whiting - 1,071 7,202 || 9,465 
487 701 || 6,539 6,080 
a= 290,804 337,698 | 985,148 1,001,984 
hell Fish :— 
Crabs 783 1,267 | 12,571 10,887 
Lobsters 1,890 1,344 || 15,689 15,194 
eters - 4 461 762 
Mussels - 466 3833 9,187 6,040 
| Other shell fish - ‘a S 816 872 8,782 7,852 
| Total - 3,967 3,858 48,094 41,515 
| 1,088,242 1,048,436 
| 
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IX.—Fisuery 


Statement of the Quantity and of the Fisa returned 
as landed on the Irish Coasts during the Month and Seven 
Months ended 31st July 1896, compared with the corre- 
sponding Periods of the Year 1895. ; 


Shell fish :— 
Crabs - - 
Lobsters - 
Oysters 
Other shell fish 


hiting 


Fish not separately distinguished, except } 
ingu: OE pt} 


Total - 


Shell fish 
Crabs 
Lobsters . 4,825 

777 

r shell fish 2,076 
Total 2,191 8,266 

Total value of fish landed 14,572 (147,895 


Nots.—The above figures are subject to correction in the Annual Returns. The val 
are the actual values returned by ple local officers at each place. —_— 


249 
Seven Months ended 
July July 
1896, | 1895. 1896. | 1895, 
Qvantiry. 
oe, Cwts. Cwts. 
Total prime fish : - 335 284 1,643 1,882 
° - - 1,126 25, 
Hake - - 1,483 412 2,609 1,706 
Herrings - 9,689 9,936 24,672 85,848 
Lin . 898 1,582 12,914 28,824 
- | 2995 || 207908 | 158,098 
Fish not, separately distinguished, 6,347 5,896 30,671 25,818 
ee 27,116 | 24,606 327,088 801,482 
b No. | No. No. No. 
99,472 49516 204,822 152,100 
| Cuts. Cwis. Cute. 
e 1,263 | 1,289 12,034 10,159 
VALUE. 
- - | 4, 
Turbot 301 344 || 1902 1,994 
Total prime fish 989 955 || 6,144 6,907 
| 
Cod 641 682 || 11,740 13,494 
Haddock 863 796 |) 9,299 9,883 
410 ‘oer || 5,248 8849 
8 é 21 386 | 21 
382 582 3,806 4,002 
3,476 8,015 | 15,565 12,875 
| 12,381 11,840 139,629 187,277 
4819 
280. 
1,702 
6,792 
143,999 
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X.-—Corron Returns.—Juiy 1596. 


Rutorn of the Numper of Bares of Corron Importep and Exportep, 
Forwarpep from Ports to Intanp Towns, and RETURNED to 
Ports during the Month and Seven Months ended July 1896, 
compared with the corresponding Months of the Year 1895. 


Month of Seven Months ended 
July | July 


1895. | 1896. 1895. 


Imports. 


No. No. 

735,355 1,407,045 
8,357 29,313 

23,164 117,685 
7,650 200,512 
3,382 24,423 


117,902 1,778,978 


18,633 19,832 114,833 
3,240 1,201 || 6,980 
10,386 5,783 35,506 
2,269 4,042 55,991 
2,385 2,683 14,973 


36,913 33,241 228,233 


ForwaRbDEp from Ports to InLanp Towns. 


1,559,395 


225,666 212,029 
30,341 


2,781 3,344 || 
5,719 40967 | 33,696 
11,827 10,424 169,054 
5,488 45168 | 59,380 60,107 
| 


251,481 234,732 


1,851,866 | 7,892,876 


ForwaARDED from Intanp Towns to Ports. 


217 1,668 
7 


49 
561 


4 


2,289 


q 
2250 
| 
| 
No. No. 
j American - - 36,334 2,131,441 
| Brazilian - - -! 1,794 19,729. 
East Indian - - 15,720 €4,170 
Miscellaneous - - 4,646 35,420 
jj American - - 145,464 
Brazilian - - - 7,959 
| Fast Indian - 23,955 
tian - 47,965 
American - - 
Brazilian - - 
East Indian - 
llaneous - 
Total - | 
| 
| 
110 43 473 
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XI.—PeriopicaL Returns or Imports AND Exporrs. 


Sratement of the Imports and Exports into and from the under- 
mentioned Counrrizs in the latest Month for which Returns 
have been received, with Aggregates for the Period of the Year, 

-. ineluding such latest Month. 


Note-—Rouble = 2s.; Frane = 9,$,d.; Milreis = 4s. 6d.; Lira = 
~ 8-d.; Gulden = 1s. 8d. ; “Drachma = 9,3,d.; Lew = 9,4d.; 
L. Egyptian = 1/. Os. 6}d.; Dollar = 4s. 2d. 


I.—lIvports. 


Aggregate for Period of the 
Latest Value for the Month. | demreteis Ro 
Name of Country. | Month. 


1896. | 1895. | 1896. | 1895. 


Russian Europe - Roubles 31,060,000 | 27,389,000 }, 100,603,000 78,127,000 
France Frs. 305,898,000 | 2,028,255,000 | 7,814,855,000 


. Milreis 3,549,000 7,114,000 
Portugal - { » 3,222,000 | 3,670,000 |, 10,336,000 | 


Italy - ° - Lire ~- 99,279,000 572,048,000 550,108,000 
Austria-Hungary - Gulden - 62,463,000 379,439,000 | 389,700,000 
Drchms. - 9,104,000 48,733,000 31,529,000 


Lew - 5,701,000 12,592,000 11,422, 
8,250,000 | 5,546,000 20,842,000 


L, Egypt. - 849,000 2,221,000 1,815,000 
United States Dollars 56,159,000 | 369,651,000 | 397,600,000 


British India* - Rupees - 8,86,42,866 | ||, 12,00,95,218 


Il.—Exports. 


Roubles 42,130,000 | 46,402,000 123,750,000 116,521,000 
Frs. = 281,206,000 | 256,899,000 || 1,708,750,000 | 7,675,876,000 


Milreis ~- 2,070,000 1,420,000 4,270,000 3,223, 
- 2,176,000 2,279,000 6,446,000 


Lire - 76,728,000 | 86,707,000 522,957,000 487,717,000 
Gulden 60,392, 59,192,000 || 363,312,000 | . 847,907,000 
Drchms. - 4,133,000 5,207,000 24,916,000 23,323,000 


Lew - 8,221,000 4,846,000 21,447,000 14,432,000 
- - 9,512,000 6,926,000 30,959,000 18,358,000 


L. Egypt 1,199,000 950,000 4,166,000 8,238,000 
United States Dollars- 66,618,000 | 54,968,000 |“ 444,517,000 | 386,865,000 
British India* Rupees - 9,12,78,596 | 10,08,64,885 | 18,93,44,329 79,84,17,264 


The above figures are subject to revision in the Annual Returns. 


OTE.—The res are those of the “special” imports and exports, except 
means, in the case of im , imports for home consumption ; the case 
of Gomestic produce end manufacture only. 
* The aggregate figures are for the financial year commencing 1st April. 


Mar. - 
| 
France - - -| June - 
Italy - - -| June - 
Austria-Hungary -| June - 
Greece - -| May - 
Mar. - 


STATISTICAL TABLES, 


XIT.—Foreiecn Trape or 


Imports into Britisn Inp1a from CounrtrRiEs. 


Two Months 
1st April to 3lst May. 


1895. 


R. 
I.—Animals—living 

Tl.—Articles of food and drink— 

Sugar - 41,98,757 

Other articles - 75,867,573 

TiI.—Metals, and manufactures of— 
Hardware and _ cutlery 

(including plated-ware) - 25,47,076 

Metals ad e 2 1,20,61,424 

Machinery and mill-work - 51,68,052 


Rail lant and rolling- 
stock (other than Govern- 


1V.—Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcotics, and dyeing 
tanning materials 


1,15,014 

VI.—Rew materials and unmanu- 

factured articles - - 

Vil.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 

Cotton yarn 12,04,151 


Cotton piece goods - 3,23,38,870 | 438,038,275 1,14,69,405 


Other articles - 1,77,87,325 1,83,26,365 5,39,040 


Total of all imports - 11,16,91,189 | 12,00,95,218 84,04,029 


| 
| 252 [Aug. 1896. 
| 
| 
W | | 
R.. R. 
77,930 
20,55,004 
| 
| 3,138,006. 
| 4,61,245 
{| 
Mineal - | 61,2685 |  41,18,648 20,12,987 
7,21,890 
| 
| | | 


Aug. 1896.] STATISTICAL TABLES, 


XIL—Foreien Trave or Inpta—continued. 


Exports of Inp1AN PRropvor and MANUFACTURE from BRITISH 
Inp14 to Foreign Counrriss. 


Two Months 
1st April to 31st May. 


1895. 1896, 


R. 
1,—Animals—living - 


IL—Articles of food and drink— 
2,47,97,055 


68,24,605 
16,78,174 
Other articles - -| 1,24,87,489 


{1I1.—Metals and manufactures of - 


IV.— Chemicals, drugs, medicines 
and narcoti: 


and 
Opium - 


Indigo - 
Other articles 


materials and unmanu- 
factured articles— 


Cotton - - | 3,50,42,183 | 3,87,35,469 

68,10,360 75,74,171 
2,71,33,661 2,34,32,067 37,01,594 
Other articles : 1,66,54,476 1,51,25,158 15,29,318 


VII.—Articles manufactured and 
partly manufactured— 


Cotton yarn 1,27,79,552 
Cotton piece goods - = 23,92,092 


Other articles - 1,80,24,810 


Total ofallexports - 18,21,33,794 


253 
| 
R. R. R. 
38,82,304 ~ 29,42,211 
16,75,404 - 2,770 
1,38,93,052 14,55,563 — 
2,05,187 2,52,113 46,976 
1,60,72,000 | 1,50,59,685 10,12,315 
V.—Oils 16,06,144 - 2,57,809 
18,35,180 ~ 
1,08,148 
~ 35,06,980 
84,10,492 
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XXVIL—LIST OF DIPLOMATIC AND CONSULAR 
REPORTS. 


SERrzs. 


Rerorrs of the Annual Series, 1896, have been issued from Her Majesty’s 
Diplomatic and Consular Officers at the following places, and may be obtained from 
Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, Kast Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


Price. No. Place. 


| Portland 
Fiume 


Saigon 
Trebizond - 


Baltimore - 
ipoli 
Port Said 


atz 
Madrid 


i 
| 
| 
| 
| 
I No. | Place. | Price. 
1660 | Copenhagen - 1d. 1719 | Foochow 
i 1662 | Tehran =| 24d. 1721 | Panama” -° d. 
1663 | Salonica = - - =| ld. 1722 Batavia - -| tid. 
1664 | Manila - -| 4d. 1723 Genoa 
1665 | Florence - - 54d. 1724 Cagliari -| 
1666 | Dakar - - 4d. 1725 Chicago - a. 
1667 | Havre - 2d. 1726 Trieste - - ld. 
1668. | Rouen - 2d. 1727 | Hakodate - - - 1d. 
1669 | Corfu - -| 4d. 1728 | Mannheim - =| 
1670 | Calais - 1729 | Panama - - aj 
1671 | Tehran - ded. 1730 | Caracas 
1673 | Amsterdam - -| 1d. 1532 | Tokio - 
5 arsaw é -| ae 
1676 | Havanna - - lid. 1735 | - 
1677 Berlin - 1d. 1736 Taganrog 2d. 
1680 | | 1d. 1739 | Angora - -| ltd. 
1681. | Vera Cruz - -| lid. 1740 | Shanghai - -| 
1682 | Patras : | ld. |] 1741 | Bilbao ° -| 34d. 
1683 | La Rochelle - - iid. 1742 | Tahiti -| lid. 
1684 | Madrid - lia. 1743 | NewCaledonia 
1685 | Belgrade - >. as 2d. 1744 | Amoy - - -| 14d. 
1686 | Algiers - : -| 5d. 1745 | Ichang 
: 1687 | Galveston 1746 Berlin - lid. 
i 1688 | New Orleans - -| 2d, 1747 | Riode Janeiro - iid. 
1689 | Suakim -| Id. 1748 | PortoRico iid. 
1690 | Pernambuco -| 1d. 1749 Montevideo - 14d. 
1691 | Guatemala - - ibd. 1750 | San Francisco $d. 
| 1692 | Guayaquil - - - 1d. 1751 | Cayenne e * id. 
1693 Wenchow - - 1d. 1752 | Frankfort 4 3d. 
} 1694 | Pireus - - 3d. 1753 | Malaga - 
1695 | Tokio - - 3d. 1754 Soul - ld. 
1696 | Marseilles - - -| 1d 1755 | Copenhagen > 3d. 
| 1697 | Manila - - - 1d. 1756 | Nice 1d. 
1698 | Jerusalem 1757 | Lisbon - lid. 
1699 | Cherbourg 2d. 1758 | Nagasaki 1d. ‘ 
1700 | Leghorn - -| 14d. 1759 | Hamburg - oid. 
_ 1701 | Boston - : -| lid. 1760 | Mozambique - - 2d. 
1702 | Kiungchow - -| 1d. 1761 | Cettinjé lid. 
1703 | Naples -| 1762 The Hague - -| lad. 
|, 1704 | Stockholm - - 1763 | Cephalonia ° 
1705 | Corunna - - 2d. 1764 | Bahia ia. 
1706 | Rio de Janeiro - - 1765 Zanzibar 
1707 | San Jose 1d. 1766 | Pakhoi_ - id. 
Bi) 1708 | Paramaribo - - 2d. 1767 ; New York - - - 2d. 
1709 | Brest -| ltd. 1768 | Chefoo - - - ia. 
1710 | Monteyideo - - 4d. 1769 | Caracas + «| dd, 
1711 | Charleston - «| 1770 | Palermo 114d, 
1712 ° 4d. 
1718 -| 14d. 
1714 -| 44d. 
| nkir' - - - e 
1717; Batoums- - - 2d. 1776 | - 
1718 | Hankow - - -| lid. { 
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List or Diptomatic ano Consurar Reporrs—cont. 


The following Reports from Her Majesty's Representatives abroad on ted 
genéral and’ ‘commercial interest have also been issued, and may be obtained from 
the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. Price. 


887 | Portugal.—Report on the East Coast Route to-Mashonaland - 


Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Iron Industry in np and 
the Betler Ironworks in Hungary - 


Bel gium.—Report on the Output of and in 
Belgium in 1894-95 - 


-Japan.—Report on the Railways of Japan. (with Plans) - 


Egypt.—Report on the Commerpial Relations ot Geent Britain 
and Egypt - - 


Germany.—Report on the Wine Trade of Germany, 1893-95 - 
Mexico. -—Repart on the Cultivation of Coffee in Mexico - 


Switzerland. —Report on the various hotinntions and Agri- 
cultural Development of Switzerland 


Germany.—Report on the Reduction of the pai anaes 
for Coal from the Silesian Mines - 


Austria-Hungary.—Report on the Treatment of Habitual 
Drunkards in Austria and the “ Curatel ” Procedure - 


Brazil.—Report on the Productions, Commerce, and Finances, 
of the States of Amazonas and Para - te : 


Portugal.—Report on the and 
Marques - 


Germany.—Report on the Society for Insurance against Want 
of Employment in Winter and the General Labour t Regiatey, 
at Cologne 


Switzerland.—Report on the Extent of ned Encouragement | 
to Commercial Education - 


| 1d. 
| | 
| 5d. 
3d. 
| 
392 | 1d. 
393 | ld. 
394 q 
13d. 
3d. 
3d. q 
23d. 
398 i 
2d. 
| q 
| aad. 
1 ad. 
| 
q 
‘ 
q 
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XXVII.—LIST OF COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS, 
The following Reports relating to Her Majesty’s Colonial Possessions have been 


issued, and may be pure 
Street, Fleet Street, E.C. :-— 


[Aug. 1896. 


hased from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding 


Colony. 


Colony. 


British Bechuanaland 
Malta - 
Gibraltar - 
Falkland Islands 
Leeward Islands 
Grenada - 
St. Lucia - 
Labuan - 
British Guiana 
Zululand 
Mauritius - - 
Straits Settlements 


ad and Tobago - 
Newfoundland 
British New Guinea - 


Fiji 

British Honduras - 
lurks and Caicos Islands 
Fibraltar 

Leeward Islands - 


Rahamas - 
Trinidad and Tobago 
Malta 


Gambia 
Straits Settlements 
nada 


Mauritius - 
an - - 
British Honduras 


Newfoundland 
| Jamaica - 
Victoria - 
Bermuda 
Gambia - - 
Kong 
St. Vincent - 


2222 


- - 
and Caicos Islands 
Leeward Islands 


British Honduras 
Trinidad and Tobago - 
Falkland Islands 
] ues - - 
Mauritius 

Strait Settlements 
Labuan 


Bechuanaland 
British New Guinea 


British Guiana - 
Jamaica - - 
Newfoundland 
Gold Coast - 


Barbados - - 
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Malta 

Gambia - 


Windward Islands - 
and Tobago 


Gibral 
Falkland Islands 
ong Kong 
traits Settlements 


Basutoland 


| British Guiana 


Sierra Leone - 
Jamaica 
British Honduras 


Leeward Islands 
British New Guinea - 
Zululand - - 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


Subject. 


Gold Coast - 
Zululand - 
Sierra Leone - 
Canada 


Agriculture. 
‘orests. 

Geology and Botany. 
Advantages to Emigrants. 


q 
q 
q 
| a 
4 
ANNUAL. 
| 
= | Year. No. | | 
a 
| 1890-92] | 109 -| 1998 q 
1890 andj | 110 
i |1890 115 » 
i 1891 | “ 4q 
- 
if 4 123 | Basutoland - 1893-94 
» 194 | St. Lucia - § 1893 
| | Natal 1891-92] 125 | St. Helena - - 4q 
| Basutoland - - |» 126 |Geyln - - 4 
Sierra Leone - 128 | Grenada - - > 
1891-92] | 129 | 
i 1891 |] 180 | 1893-94 
i | 1891-92] | 131 and | 
iW 1891 1893-94 
Bermuda - - 1892 133 | 1898-94 
1891 || 134 | “ 
iW 1890 | 1893 
| ” 
1892 137 Zululand 1894 
» rmuda - - 
> |e “4 F 
| Barbados - 145 | 
ong Kong ” | ” 
|St.Lucia- - - » | 
| 
| Falkland Islands = - 149 | 
| Gold Coast 150 } 4 ” 
Basutoland - 1892-937} 151 | 
» || 156 | Mauritius 
Lagos - - 157 | Labuan - i 
Sierra Leone - 158 | Gold Coast - j 
Fiji - - 159 - 1894-95 
1. | - - 160 - - 1894 
St. Helena - - 161 | 1894-95 
| British Bechuanaland - 1893-93] | 162 | 1894 
British Guiana - - 163 Sn De d - |1894-95 
at - - 1892 164 | Newfoundland - - -| 1894 
- - 1892-93 | | 165 Gambia 1895 a 
104 1892 | | 166 -| 1894 
107 » 169 1895 
q 
No. | Colony. | 
4 


4 
q 
4a 
4 


